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PREFACE. 



L As the following Translation of the Proyeebs 
has been framed upon the principles, which its authors 
detailed in the preface to their translation of the 
Book of Psalms, recently published, they do not 
think it necessary, upon the present occasion, either 
to recapitulate the process by which they have en-* 
deavoured to ascertain the meaning of the Hebrew 
text, or to point out the sources from whence the 
explanations, subjoined to their translation, have heen 
mainly derived. 

11. But upon the general ^bf^ of th^ writings, 
in which the admirable precepts of the inspired, son 
of David have been transmitted to after ages> the 
Translators feel themselves called upon to offer a few 
prefatory observations. 

The reader pf the .Proverbs must not expect to 
find in them any long train of reasoning, tending ta 

a 
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the establishment of some important moral truth. 
He will look in vain for that precise and lineal 
arrangement, which gradually carries the mind forward 
towards any proposed object, and, at length, by ac- 
cumulated evidence, produces conviction. The saered 
writer has adopted a different course. Modelling his 
precepts upon examples, furnished by the highest 
antiquity, he has displayed the depths of his divine 
wisdom in separate sententious maxims, which com- 
prize, in a few authoritative words, the results, and 
merely the results, of his own reflexions and expe- 
rience. 

Upon a nearer examination of the structure of 
the Proverbs, it appears not only that each maxim 
is contained in a single brief sentence, but also that 
ea(^h sentence usually consists of two members, simi- 
larly' constructed. Between these members, moreover, 
t . • • • • 

there* is frequently found a distinct opposition^ and, 
in every such case, they are connected viith each other 
by the word " but." When, however, it is asserted 
that there exists this opposition between ' th^ two 
members, forming a sentence, the reader is utit to 
conclude that the sentiments, expressed in >th0nl» 
are at variance and irreconcilable, the one with the 
other. On the contrary, they axe mutually confinpa^ 
tory. The word ^^ opposition" . is used technusaUyif ta 
denote, for escample, that some particukr virtue and 
its opposite vice are respectively the subjeetei of 
these connected propositions, and that couseqii^Qcep of 
a directly opposite nature are accordingly priedicate)dy 
df them. *.».«( 
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Thus, Chap. xiv. ver. 34. 

Righteousness exalteth a people; 
But sin is. a disgrace to nations. 

Again, Chap. xi. ver. 20. 

The froward in heart are the abomination of Jehovah ; 
But the upright in their way are acceptable unto Him. 

In many instances, * no such direct opposition, as oc- 
curs in the preceding examples^ is actually expressed, 

but the reader is left to discover it by his own sa- 
gacity. 

Thus, Chap. xii. ver. 15. 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes ; 
But a wise man hearkeneth unto counsel. 

Where it is to be observed, that the obstinacy of the 
wicked, in adhering to their sinful course of life, 
effectually prevents them from listening to that voice 
of instruction, to which the truly wise are ever ready 
to attend. 

Again, Chap. xiv. ver. 9. 

Fools scoff at a charge of guilt ; 
But. with the upright is favcMur, 

Whence we stre taught, that the wicked, by treating 
lightly the just accusations brought against them, 
and by refUsing to make satisfaction iik the injuries 
which they have inflicted upon others, are sure to 
render themselves odious; whilst the go&d as certaiiily 
conciliate the favour both- of God and man. 

Besides the two classes of Proverbs, which have 
just been noticed, there are others, between the com- 
ponent members of yvhich, no opposition whatsoev**!- 
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is expressed, or indeed intended; the second member 
of the sentence being introduced solely for the purpose 
of explanation, and to give intensity and point to 
the maxim inculcated, 

Thus, Chap. xiv. ver. 19. 

The evil bow before the good, 

Yea the wicked, at the gates of the righteous man. 

Again, Chap. xi. ver. 25. 

The bountiful man shall be enriched, 

Yea he, who watereth, shall himself be watered. 

Instances, also, are frequently met with, in whicli 
the language is comparative^ the particle of com- 
parison being, in the original, sometimes expressed 
and sometimes understood, 

Thus, Chap. xi. ver. 16. 

A graceful woman retaineth honour, 
As strong men retain riches. 

Again, Chap. x. ver. 26. 

As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes. 
So is the sluggard to those, who send him forth. 

Enough has now befen said to^ afford a general idea 
of the structure of these proverbial sayings. The 
reader, however, must be cautioned against applying 
the preceding principles with rigid accuracy. It may 
be that) in some cases, the opposition intended be« 
tween the two coniponent n^embers of a sentence is 
rather oblique than direct, and in others, that none 
of the laws, just adverted to, have been observed; a 
considerable class of the Proverbs being merely short 
apothegms, simply and unartificially worded. 
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III. These remarks upon the ordinary form of 
the Froverhs being premised, the origin of this species 
of composition, and the principal advantages, which 
the writers of the Proverbs proposed to thenutelves^ 
claim attention, as interesting subjects of enquiry. 

Many instances of this sententious style are 
found in the earlier books of Scripture. It occurs, 
usually, in hymns composed for the public worship) of 
God. This species of writing having been thus ap« 
plied to religious subjects, was probably one of the 
reasons why ethical writers subsequently adopted it. 
The first principles of its composition, however, are 
to be traced to the constitution of human nature* 
The nice adjustment of the parts of a sentence, the 
exact correspondence between its component members, 
is pleasing to the ear, and thus invites a more than 
ordinary degree of attention. Moreover, the agreeable 
structure of the maxim causes it to be more easily 
remembered, and consequently promotes, in no inoon-* 
siderable degree, its g^ieral usefulness. And this, 
latter advantage was obviously of very great import* 
ance, at a period when ini^truction was, for the most 
part, conveyed orally, and the memory of the pupil 
was almost the only storehouse in which the maxima 
of the teacher could be deposited. 

That the Proverbs were originally intended for 
persons, living in a simple state of society, will dis-^ 
tinctly appear, when we consider another of their cha- 
];act^stics: 

. . It ha& been ahready observed, that many Proverbs 
are expressed comparatmly. Now the various illus- 
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trations^ thus introduced, are drawn from facts and 
drcmnstances and occurrences, which fall within the 
daily notice and experience of the most superficial 
observer. They are not derived from topics or con- 
siderations, familiar only to persons, whose minds 
have been previously disciplined by abstract reasonings 
and speculative enquiries. And hence it may safely 
be inferred that, refinement and cultivation had not 
reached a very lofty standard amongst those,/ for 
whos<e> instruction these proverbial precepts were first 
delivered. These illustrations may^ ia fact/ be^ re- 
garded as a kind of picture-writing, addressing . itself 
with powerfrd^ effect to the senses, which, in the 
in&ncy of civilization^ were the principal medium 
whereby knowledge was communicated. > - 

This lively and animated mode of delivering moral 
truths, which has thus been traced to the easliest* 
times, and was first dictated, as it appeari^ in some^ 
measure, by necessity, has retained its hold, as $, vsdn- 
able medium of instruction, upon the respect and ad-^ 
mination of mankind, in every succeeding age and 
through every gradation of intdleetual improv^nent.; 
its delightfril simplicity — ^its musical cadence — ^its vivid' 
colouring and imagery— ^its concentrated power cuo^ 
tinue to engage and rivet the attention, far more: than> 
the systematic iand argumentative methods of teaching, 
to which, in later periods, philosophy has had recoi|rse. 

IV. The tendency of these remarks obviously is,^ 
to invest the Proverbs with the character of poetical 
eompositions. But this designation, when applied either 
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to the Proverbs, or to any other books of scripture, the 
style of which is sententious, must be used only in 
a qualified sense. These sacred books undoubtedly 
contain very many of the elements of Poetry ; and 
therefore may, with propriety, be called poetical, with- 
out diminishing that reverence with which they justly 
(claim to be regarded, or detracting, in the slightest 
degree, from their divine authority. 



V. As a principle of interpreting the meaning of 
tfae Proverbe, it ought to be ec^edaUy borne in mind 
that they are general truths. Their brevity, an es- 
sential ingredient in their composition, precludes them 
from comprehending any great variety of circumstances ; 
and, in particular cases, the omission of circumstances 
is frequently of such consequence as materially to affect, 
not the truth indeed, but the application of the pre- 
cepts delivered. Due care and attention on the part 
of the reader will, however, enable him to correct any 
misapprehension, into which he may, upon this acooimty 
have fallen; and thus, by the blessing of Grod upon 
his own earnest endeavours, the sacred lesson will pre-* 
sent itself to his mind in all its strength and ex- 
cellencyi 



,> 



VI. The main divisions- of this Book are four* ' 

1, The first of these, extending to the end of 
the ninth Chapter, may be regarded as a Preface to 
the Proverbs, strictly so called. 
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d. The seeond contains a ooDedion of P iuf taiw i> 
written by Solomon, and comprehends all the diaptens 
from the tenth to the twenty-fourth, both indusiYa 

S. The third comprizes the twenty-fifUi and four 
following Chapters, which contain another oQUection of 
the maxims of the same inspired son of David, formed, 
under the direction of Hezekiah, King of Judah, eifSier 
from the writings of Solomon himseU^ or from such 
authentic records of his learning and wisdom, as had 
been made and preserved by the care of others. 

4. Of Agur and of the mother of Lemuel, whose 
sayings are recorded in the thirtieth and thirty-first 
Chapters, nothing, with the exception of these names, 
is positively known. Their precepts were doubtless in- 
troduced into the volume of Scripture upon the au- 
thority either of the persons, employed by Hezekiah, 
or of those, by whom the sacred canon was composed; 
and they were, most probably, annexed to the Proverbs 
of Solomon from the evident resemblance, which they 
bear, to this portion of the sacred writings. 

VII. The reader will perceive that the division 
of the Proverbs into Chapters has been retained, only 
so far as to serve the purposes of reference ; and he is 
requested to bear in mind that the Psalms, quoted 
in the Notes, are those published by the authors of 
the following Translation. 
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Introduction. 



The Peoveebs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel ; 
s From which men may learn wisdom and instruction — 
From which they may discern the words of understanding— « 

3 From which they may receive the instruction of prudence^ 
In righteousness, and in equity, and in rectitude — - 

4 Which will give caution to the simple — 

To the young person, knowledge and discretion. 

5 If a wise man attend, he will increase his learning, 
Yea, a man of understanding will acquire good directions ; 

6 So as to understand a proverb, even its interpretation — > 
The words of the wise, even their difficult sayings. 



1 king — <^I, the Pieacher, was king 
over Israel in Jerusalem." Eccles. i. 
12. Compare also xvL 10. 

2 In this and the four following verses, 
Sdlomon explains the scope and design 
of the book of " Proverbs.'* He de- 
scribes it as replete with lessons of 
piety to God, maxims of justice to- 
wards our neighbour, and salutary 
instructiona for the correction and 
government of our own hearts and 
actions. He further observes that it» 
precepts are so plain, comprehensive, 
and pure, that they cannot fail to 
improve the moral and spiritual con- 
dition both of the wise and of the 
simple, provided they approadi the 
coAsidflHition of them with a teachable 
disposition, and a sincere and humble 
desire to profit by their directions. 



2 From wfUch men may leam^^Heh. 
for the knowing of» 

5 If a xvite 4:<;.*— Heb. Let a wite mmn 
hear and he will add learning. By 
learning is here to be understood a 
sound and practical acquaintance 
with religious subjects. 

.. attend — Le. to the admirable pre- 
cepts contained in this book. 

^.dijgieult Mayings ^^Tbae words haVe 
a particular refeienee to such lessons 
of wisdom, aa the sacied writers have 
inculcated, either by means of para- 
ble, or in brief figurative sentences ; 
both of which modes of teaching, to 
be fully comprehended, require apt- 
ness and attention, on the part of 
those to whom they are addressed. 
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Chapter I. 



No progrea to he made m true wisdonty tmkst the mind he Jrst deepfy i 
pressed with a reverential fear of God — Duty of obedience parental 
struction enjoined ^^ Warning againit the dangers of evil company. 

7 The reverence of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge" 
Wisdom and instruction fools despise. 

8 Hearken, O my son, to the instruction of thy father, 
And neglect not the lessons of thy mother; 

For these shall be a graceful ornament to thy head. 
And chains around thy neck. 

w O my son, if sinners entice thee, 
Do not thou consent. 

11 If they say : ** Come with us, 
" Let us lie in- wait for blood, 

*^ Without cause, let us watch secretly for the innocent ; 

12 "Let us, as the grave, swallow them up alive, 

" And whole, like those who descend into the pit. 

13 " We shall find much precious substance, 
" We shall fill our houses with spoil. 

14 " As one of us, thou shalt cast thy lot ; 
*^ We all will have one purse.'" 



7 77ie reverence — Heb. The fear, 

. ^ beginning — ^i.e. the only suie founda- 
tion. 
^ fools — See Ps. xiv. L Note^ andPs. 
xxxvi. 1. 

8 my fon— .In these a£toionate terms 
Hebxew teachers were accustomed to 
address their scholars. 

^ lessons- Heb. the law ot teaching. 

9 these Le. the instruction and les- 
sons just mentioned. Solomon here 
represents obedience to parental in- 
struction to be far more ornamental 

. to the young, than any merely '^out- 
ward adojning of the body." 
IP consent — i. e. to take any part with 
them in their wicked projects. 



11 lie in wait.~^9A wild beasts. 

-" Without cause — i. e. solely from our 
own wicked desire of plunder and 
rapine, without even a pretence of 
the slightest provocation on the part 
of our victims. Consult Ps. xxxv. 7* 

12 as the grave — which is so insatiable 
as to spare none. See xxx. 15, 16. 

^ alive — like those monsters which 
swallow their prey at once, thus 
preventing all chance of escape. Com- 
pare Ps. cxxiv. 3. 

«« w^fe— leaving beiiind no mangled 
limbs, which might lead to our de- 
tection afterwards. 

13 m»c^— Heb. all. 

14 As one ofutm^Keh, Amongst us. 
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15 O my son, walk not in their way, 
Refrain thy foot from their path. 

16 For their feet run to evil. 
And haste to shed blood* 

17 Truly, it is in vain that any bird seeth 
The spreading of the net ! 

18 Thus these men lie in wait for their qwn blood, 
They watch secretly for their. own lives;. 

19 Such are the paths of all who are covetous of unjust gain ; 
It taketh the lives of its possessors. 



Wisdom repretented at inviting alt to attend to fur ^^threatening iuch at r^fitt^ 
her invitation ttith mitery and punithment-^ declaring her determination to 
pay no regard to their dittretsful cry — atsuring them that they luiUy in dut 
timcy tuffer the Jutt and fatal contequencet of their wickednett. 

SO Wisdom crieth aloud without, 

In the streets she uttereth her voice ; 
21 In the principal place of concourse she calleth aloud. 

Even at the entrances of the gates; 

Throughout the city she proclaimeth her words : (saying) 

" How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simpleness ? 

" Yea, how long will scoffers delight themselves in scoffing, 
And fools hate knowledge? 



28 



a 



14 thou shalt ^c. — You shall be con. 
sidered as one of ourselves, and shall 
draw lots with us, whenever we thus 
determine to whom any portion of 
the booty, which we have gained, 
shall belong. This method of divid. 
ing spoil was frequently resorted to« 
Seie Ps. xxii. 18. 

^ one purse — containing the money 
which we have obtained, and in 
which we will all have an equal 
interest. 

X5 in their way — Heb. in the way with 
them*' See Ps. i. 1. Note^ 



17 Truly ^c — Heb. Truly in vain it 
the net tpread in the eyes of any bird. 

— in vain — the bird does not take 
warning, even when it sees the net 
prepared. See vii. 23. 

18 Thus these men ^c, — i.-e. the wicked, 
while busy in plotting against the 
lives of others, are blind to the de- 
j^truction which is sure to fall upon 
themselves.. 

20 without — i.e. out of doors, publicly. 
23 scqffers — i. e. scoffers at religion and 

goodness. 
^ fools^i, e. profane and impious men. 



THE PROVERBS. 



Cbaptrr I. 



23 



85 



86 



« 



a 



u 



Turn ye at my rebuke! 

Behold, I will pour forth my spirit upon you, 

I will enable you to understand my words! 



« 



a 



16 



84 ^^ Because I have called aloud, 
" And ye have refused — 
*' Because I have stretched out my hand, 
^^ And no one hath attended ; 

But ye have rejected all my counsel. 

And have slighted my rebuke; 

I also will laugh, when you fall into calamity, 
'< I will show derision, when fear cometh upon you- 

87 " When fear cometh upon you, like a desolation, 
" And calamity overtaketh you, like a whirlwind — 
** When distress and strait come upon you, 

88 " Then will they call upon me, 
" But I will not answer ! 

" They will seek me early, 
"But they shall not find me! 

fi9 " Because they have hated knowledge, 

" And have not chosen the religion of Jehovah — 



30 



u 



Because they have slighted my counsel—^ 
Because they have contemned all my rebuke; 
31 " Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
" And be filled to the full with their own devices. 



u 
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23 / tnU enable you to understand — Heb. 
/ wiU make known to you, 

25 have slighted — Heb. have not heen 
willing (to profit by). 

26 when you fall into — Heb. in your. 

27 And calamity ^c.-^Heb. And your 
calamity cometh. 

28 early "^ with great earnestness and 
diligence. 

29 have not cKosen.^ue. have shown an 



utter aversion to. See Ps. cxix. 85. 
Note 2. 

29 the religion — Heb. thefear, 

30 slighted — See v. 25. Note. 

31 eat of the fruit of their own way~^ 
i.e. meet with that punishment which 
their wickedness deserves. 

— he filed to the full ^c-^ue. have 
ample cause to loathe die evil courses, 
in which they have been engaged. 



Chapter IL THE FROV£&BS. 5 

32 ^^ For the turning away of the simple shall destroy them, 
^^ And the recklessness of fools shall cause them to perish ; 

33 ^^ But he, who hearkeneth unto me, shall dwell securely, 
" And shall not be disquieted by the fear of evil.'' 



TTie good effiscti of attending to tound inttructiony and the rewards consequent 
thereupon, described. The guidance and blessing of God especiaUy promised 
to ihoKy tsho give themselves to the study of wisdoms and some of the 
dangers and evUs, whU^, by so doing, they will avoid, pointed out, 

1 O MY SON, if thou wilt receive my words, 

And treasure up my conmiandments within thee>— - 

2 If thou wilt apply thine ear unto wisdom-— 
If thou wilt incline thy heart to understanding, 

3 Yea, if thou wilt call aloiid unto knowledge — 
If thou wilt raise thy voice to understanding— ~ 

4 If thou wilt seek her, as silver, 

And search for her, as for hidden treasures; 

5 Then shalt thou understand the religion of Jkhovah, 
And attain unto the knowledge of God. 

6 For Jehovah giveth wisdom. 

From His mouth proceed knowledge and understanding. 

7 He treasureth up sound wisdom for the upright. 
He is a shield to those who walk in integrity; 

8 He preserveth the paths of equity. 

And He guardeth the way of His pious worshippers. 

9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and equity. 
And rectitude, even every good path. 

92 the turning away — Le. fipom the ad. 4 seek her ^c— Le. with earnest assi- 
xnonidonB of wisdom. See y. 23. duity and diligence. 

- /oo^r— See V. 22. Note 2, 6 rrf^iott-^Hcb. /ear. 

93 shall not be disquieted by — Heb. shaU 8 the paths of equity — i.e. those who 
be quiet from, walk in the paths of equity. 

9 This veise it immediately connected 

Chapter II. with ver. 6. The three intenne- 

d call aloud — earnestly imploring its diate verses ace introduced paren. 

aid and direction. thetically. 
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la Truly, wisdom will enter into thy heart. 
And knowledge will be delightful to thy soul. 

11 Discretion will guard thee, 

Understanding will preserve thee; 

IS It wiU rescue thee from the way of the wicked — 
From the men, who speak perverse things — 

13 Who abandon the paths of rectitude, 
To walk in the ways of darkness — 

14 Who rejoice in doing evil — 

Who delight iu the perverseness of the wicked — 

15 Whose paths are crooked, 

And who are froward in their ways. 
10 It will rescue thee from the strange woman — 

From the stranger, who allureth with her smooth words- 

17 Who abandoneth the friend of her youth. 
And hath forgotten the covenant of her God. 

18 For her house leadeth down unto death. 
And her paths, unto the dead. 

19 None return, who go unto her. 

Nor do they attain to the paths of life, 
so Wherefore walk thou in the way of good men, 
And keep the paths of the righteous. 



16 /<— i.e. UndentaDding. See ver. 11. 

" who allureth 4'<^.-~Heb. she maketh 
. smooth her words. 

— strange woman — stranger — To un- 
derstand the propriety of these ex- 
pressions, as applied to the adulteress 
described in the three following ver- 
ses, it is necessary to observe that, in 
the earlier periods of the history of 
the Jews, women of profligate and 
abandoned character amongst them 
were, for the most part, '^ strangers,*' 
belonging to one or other of the neigh- 
bouring heathen nations ; whence this 
term was afterwards retained in com- 
mon use to designate such persons, 



even though they might be, as in 
the present instance (see ver. 17), of 
Hebrew origin. 

17 the friend of her youth — i.e. the hus- 
band to whom she has, while young, 
been united. 

18 For her house — ^i. e. I insist the more 
earnestly upon this point, because- 
her house &c 

~ leadeth down — Heb. subsideth. 

19 attain ^c, — i.e. preserve themselves 
alive. 

20 Wherefore walk thou — Heb. That 
thou mayest walk. i. e. Observe these 
my instructions, in order that thou 
mayest &c. 



~ ^ 
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21 For the upright shall dwell in the! land, 
And the perfect shall be left remaining in it; 

ss But the wicked shall be cut off from the land, 
And transgressors shall be utterly rooted out of it. 



Exhortation to oibedience.'—to reliance- upon God~^to the due payment of the 
offeringt prescribed by the la'w.^to patience under the divine chattemngt* 

1 O MY SON, forget not my teaching, 
But let thy heart observe my commandments, 

s For length of days, and years of happiness, 
And prosperity, shall they give in abundance unto thee; 

3 Loving-kindness and truth shall not forsake thee. 
Bind them around thy neck. 

Write them upon the tablet of thy heart; 

4 Then shalt thou find favour — 
Yea, a good understanding — 
In the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart. 

And lean not upon thine owi^ understanding. 
« In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make thy paths plain. 
7 Be not thou wise in thine own sight; 

Reverence Jehovah, and depart from evil. 



ss utterly rooted ottt-.Heb. plucked up 
(by the loots). i. e. they and their 
podteiity shaU be entirely destroyed. 

Ghaftee III. 

% For length 4rc._ This and the two 
following lines are introduced paren- 
thetically. 

^ happinete^^'R&h, lifi. 

^ gii)C lf» abundance — Heb. add* 

Z LovHtg^dndnesi and truths* e» the 
tender mercy of J^oyah and His 



faithfulness to His promises. Com- 
pare ver. 4. and xiv. 22. 

3 them — i«e. my commandments. See 
ver. 1. also viL 1, 2, 3. The Um. 
guage, here employed, is used figv- 
mtively. 

4 favou r , S ec ziii. 16. % 

#- good undertianding^^CGmpnt Ps. 
cxL 10. 

5 lean not^m support. 

6 acknowledge Him — for your Guide 
and Counsellor. 
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THE PROVERBS. 



Chaptxb III. 



8 It shall be soundness to thy flesh. 
And moisture to thy bones. 

9 Pay honour to Jehovah out of thy substance, 
And of the first-fruits of all thy produce; 

10 So shall thy bams be filled to the fuU, 
And thy vats overflow with new wine. 

11 O my son, despise not the correction of Jehovah, 
Nor be impatient under His chastisement; 

12 For Jehovah chasteneth him, whom He loveth, 
Even as a father, the son in whom he delighteth. 



On the inestimable value of wisdom ^^ The wisdom of God displayed in the 
creation of the heavens and the earth — The heneJUs resulting from an 
observance of the precepts of wisdom and discretion, 

13 Happy is the man who attaineth unto wisdom; 
Yea, the man who receiveth understanding! 

14 For she can purchase better things, than silver purchaseth. 
And she produceth better things, than doth fine gold. 

15 More precious is she than pearls. 

No objects of thy delight are to be compared with her. 

16 Length of days is in her right hand. 
In her left hand are riches and honour. 



8 /<— i.e. A conduct confonnable to 
tbe precepts just delivered. 

•. jMinifitfM— Heb. a healing. See iv. 
22. 

.. moisture — ''his bones are moistened 
with manow." Job zxi. 24. 

Pay honour ^c— Le. Obey the di- 
rections of the law^ by ofiering the 
firit-firuits of the harvest and the 
vintage, and by giving libendly, of 
your abundance, to the poor, &c. 
(See Exodus xxiii. 19. Deut xxvi^) 
ic Bring ye aU the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat 



in my house, and prove me now here- 
with, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.'* Mai. ili. 10. Con- 
sult also Ecdus. vii. 29 — 32. 

13 receiveth — Heb. draweth firth, i. e« 
from Jehovah. 

14 For she Sf;c. — Heb. For ike mer~ 
chandise of her (i.e. obtained by her) 
is better than the merchandise of silver 
(i. e. obtained by it), and her produce 
than fine gold. 



Chapter III. THE PROVEB3S. ' 9 

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness. 
And all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold on her, 
And they, who. retain her, are happy. 

19 Jehovah by wisdom laid the foundations of the earth, 
He framed the heavens by imderstanding. 

90 By His knowledge, the deeps were cleft asunder. 
And the clouds drop dew. 

21 O my son, let them not depart from thine eyes. 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion. 

22 They shall be life unto thee. 
And grace to thy neck. 

23 Then shalt thou go on thy way securely. 
And thy foot shall not stumble. 

24 Whien thou liest down, thou shalt not fear; 
Thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shdl be sweet. 

25 Thou shalt not fear sudden alarm. 

Nor the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh. 

26 For Jehovah shall be thy confidence. 

And He will keep thy foot from being taken. 

Exhortation to beneificence~^to devite no ^ against others-^to refrain from 
causele$9 strife, 

27 DO not withhold kindness from those who are in need of it. 
When it is in the power of thy hand to do it. 

17 are peace — i. e. lead to prosperity and firmament.*' Gen. i. 7* By this 
tranquil happiness. gradousi and wise provision of the 

18 tree of life — This expjfession is ob- Almighty Creator, the earth is sup- 
viously borrowed from Gen. ii. 9. and plied with fertilizing showers. 

iii. 22. Its meaning here is that 21 them~-~.i.e» somid wisdom and dis- 

wisdom will assuredly give long life cretion. 

and happiness to its possessors. 24 See Ps. liL 5 and Note 1. 

20 ckft asvnder << And God made the 25 C!ompare Ps. zzxii. 6 and Note 1. 

lirmament, and divided the waters 26 taken-^in the snares laid for thee by 

which were nnder the firmament, the wicked. 

from the waters which were above the 27 from those |fC.-..Heb./rom its owners. 

B 



10 THE PROVERBS. Chaptee IV. 

28 Say not unto thy neighbour: ^'Gro, and come i^ain, 
^^And to-morrow I will give,^ when thou hast the means. 

29 Contrive not evil against thy neighbour, 
While he is living near thee in security. 



30 Contend not with a man, without cause< 
When he hath done thee no harm. 



TJie apparent protperity of the wicked ought not to induce men to fitUm their 
evU counes. The ditpleature of God threatened against the wicked. His 
favour prondted to the good, 

31 BE not envious against the man of violence, 
Nor choose any of his ways. 

32 For the froward man is the abomination of JehovAh, 
But He hath communion with the upright. 

33 The curse of Jehovah is upon the house of the wicked; 
But He blesseth the dwelling of the righteous. 

34 The scoffers He treateth scornfully, 
But He giveth grace unto the lowly. 

35 The wise rightfully possess honour, 
But fools bear off ignominy. 



Exhortation to attend to the jbUoramg instructions^ given by David to Solomon 
— ppon the paramount importance of wisdom — upon the happinest resulting 
from obedience to its precepts^ and the danger of pursuing an opposite course 
— upon the necessity of duly regulating the qffections of the heart, and re- 
sisting its first inclinations to evil— and of guarding against the seductions 
of vice and profligacy. 

1 Hearken, ye children, to the instruction of a father. 
And attend that ye may learn understanding. 

28 when thou hast the means^-^'Eeh. Chapter IV. 

when it is with thee. i of a father — It appean from verses 

32 commttwkm— by which they are taught 3 and 4, that Solomon here calls the 

His wilL attention of those whom he addresses 

35 bear i2^-.Heb. l\ft up (m order to to instructions, whidh had been pre- 

carry away as their portion). viously delivered to him by his father 
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2 For I give unto you good learning; 
Do not ye forsake my teaching. 

3 When I was the tender child of my father. 
Yea, beloved as an only child by my mother; 

4 He taught me, and said unto me: 
**Let thy heart retain my words; 

*^ Keep my commandments, and thou shalt live. 
Acquire wisdom, acquire understanding; 
Forget not, nor swerve from the words of my mouth. 

6 '^Forsake her not, and she will guard thee; 
" Love her, and she will preserve thee. 

7 '' III the beginning was wisdom ! Acquire wisdom, 

*^ Yea, above all thine acquisitions, acquire understanding. 

8 ^^ Exalt her, and she will raise thee ; 
She wiU bring thee to honour, if thou eipbrace her. 
She will give to thy head a graceful ornament; 

"A brilliant crown shall she deliver to thee. 
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10 •• Hearken, O my son, and receive my words ; 

^^ So shall years* of happiness be multiplied unto thee. 



11 



^ I instruct thee in the way of wisdom ; 

"I lead thee into the paths of . rectitude. 
18 ^^As thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened, 

^^And when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 
13 " Lay firm hold on instruction, relax not ; 

" Keep her, for she is thy life. 



David. These instructions commence 
at the 4^* verse of this Chapter, and 
end at the 6^' verse of Chap. ▼. 

1 that ye may learn — Heb. fir the 
knowing of, 

8 ^mtf^— See i. 5. Note 1. 

3 hy — Heb. lefire. 

4 live — i.e. live bng and happily. 

7 In the fe^nmn^— .Compare iii. 19. 

20. and viiL 22. 
- above-^Heb, amongst. 



10 yeart jfc. — ''If thou wilt walk in 
my ways, to keep my statutes and 
my commandments, as thy father 
David did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days." 1 Kings iii. 14. 

~. happinets — Heb. Ufe. 

1 2 straitened — L e. beset with difficulties. 
Compare Ps. cxix. 45. 

13 relax, not — ^i.e. your grasp. 

— thy life — i.e. The prosperity of your 
life proceeds from wisdom. 
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Enter not into the path of the wicked. 
Nor go forward in the way of evil men. 
15 ^^ Avoid it, pass not into it ; 
Turn from it, and go away. 
For they cannot sleep, 
Unless they do evil; 
Yea, tlieir sleep is taken away. 
Unless they cause men to stumble, 
For they eat the bread of wickedness, 
" And drink the wine of violence. 
The path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, 
Which brighteneth more and more, till it is perfect day. 
The way of the wicked is as thick darkness; 
They perceive not that against which they stumble, 
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" O my son, attend unto my words, 
^^ Incline thine ear unto my sayings. 

Let them not depart from thine eyes. 

Keep them within thy heart. 

For they are life to those, who attain unto them, 
^^ And soundness to all their flesh. 

Above every object of thy watchful care, keep thy hearty 

For from it goeth forth life. 
34 " Put away from thee frowardness of mouth. 

And remove far from thee perverseness of lips. 
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16 came men to stufnbk'»^Ue. induce 
men to participate with them in 
their wickedness. 

17 Iread of wickednets-^^wine of violence 
— i.e. whatsoever they may have 
procured hj rapine. 

19 perceive — Heb. know. 

22 life — See ver. 13. Note 2. 

23 The sacred writer here exhorts us to 
use the utmost diligence, in purify- 
ing our hearts and fortifying them 



against the approaches of evil, since 
the good conduct and happiness of 
life depend upon the due regulation 
of the heart and its affections. Agree- 
ably to this, our blessed Saviour de- 
clares that ''out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh" 
(Matt. xii. 34.). 
23 Above ^c-^Heb. Above aU watching- 
— goeth forth — Heb. (are) the outgoing* 

of 



Chaptjee v. the proverbs. 18 

25 ^< Let thine eyes look strait forward, 
"And thine eye-lids be directed before thee. 

26 "Weigh well the path of thy foot, 

" So shall all thy ways be established. 

27 " Turn not to the right hand or to the left, 
Remove thy foot from evil. 



a 



1 " O my son, attend unto my wisdom, 
"Incline thine ear to mine understanding; 

2 ** That thou mayest keep discretion, 

" And that thy lips may preserve knowledge. 

3 " Truly, the lips of a strange woman drop honey^ 
" And her mouth is smoother than oil ; 

4 " But, in the end, she is bitter as wormwood— - 
" She is sharp as a two-edged sword. 

5 " Her feet go down unto death ! 

" Her steps lay hold on the grave ! 

6 " Lest thou shouldest weigh well the path of life, 
"Her tracks are devious; thou canst not know them?' 



Exhortation not to lead an unchaste Hfe-^to maintain inviolate the purity of 
the marriage bed, 

7 NOW therefore, ye children, hearken unto me, 
And depart not from the words of my mouth. 

8 Remove thy way far from her. 

And approach not the door of her house. 



25 In this Tene, we are exhorted to to wander into the haunts of pro* 

keep steadily in view, under aU cir- fligacy. 



Chapter V. 



eumstances, the great duties of life. 

The precept, however, seems to have 

s special reference to the necessity 2 That ihou mayett keep — Ht^. fir. the 

of heing continually on our guard keeping of, 

against the seductions of the wicked, 3 motfeA— i.e. the language which yn^ 

and to this end, it warns us agunst ceeds from her mouth. 

allowing our eyes, at any time, 6 See iv. 26. 
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Chapter V . 



9 Lest thou shouldest give thine honour unto others, 
And thy years unto the cruel — 

10 Lest strangers be filled to the full with thy strength, 
And thy toils remain in the house of the alien ; 

11 And afterwards thou shouldest moan, 
When thy flesh and thy body are consumed; 

IS And shouldest say : ^^ How have I hated instruction ! 
^^ And how hath my heart contemned rebuke ! 

13 ^^ I have not hearkened to the voice of my teachers, ^ 
'^ Nor inclined mine ear to mine instructors ! 

14 ^^ I have been well nigh in all evil, 
^' In the midst of the congregation, 
" Yea, of the great assembly.'" 

15 Drink water out of thine own cistern. 
And running waters from thine own well. 

16 Then shall thy fountains be poured forth in the streets- 
In the wide streets, as streams of water ! 



9 yearu^e, life. 
10 thy ttreugih — i.e. the fruit of your 

exertioiui. 
-^ ihy <oiZr— Le. the produce of your 

labours. 

14 Even on the most public occasions, 
I have scarcely refrained from the 
commission of every kind of eviL 

15 This verse conveys, in figurative 
language, an exhortation to keep the 
marriage bed pure and undefiled, 
(see ix. 17). The three following 
point out the many blessings, which 
will flow from the observance of this 
important precept. 

It is worthy of notice, that the 
Hebrew words rendered by '^ cistern" 
and <' well*' signify such as were the 
private property of individuals. 
-' waUr» — Compare ix. 17 . 

16 thy /otmtotiw..-i.e. your offspring. 
"Though he(Ephraim) be/r»i(^«/ 
among his brethren his spring 



shaU become dry and his fountain 
shall be dried up." Hosea xiii. 16. 
Compare also Ps. Ixviii. 26. and 
Isai. xlviiL 1. In Song of Sol. iv. 12. 
the spouse is called <'a spring shut 
up" and «< sealed." 
16 le poured forth — Heb. "be dispersed, 
i. e. be abundant. 

— in ifte streets — " the streets of the city 
shaU be fuU of boys and girls play- 
ing in the streets thereof." Zech. 
viil. 5. These words are used to indi- 
cate a highly prosperous condition. 
Opposed to this is the threat of de- 
population contained in Jer. ix. 21* 

"For death is come to cut off 

the children from without (i.e. who 
are plajring out . oH doors) and the 
young men from the streets (i.e. who 
thnmg the dty)." 

— As streams of water — i.e. with an a- 
bundant supply. << Waters ran thro* 
the desert, like a river,'*^ ^s* cv. 4U^ 
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17 They shall belong to thee alone, 
And not to strangers with thee. 

18 Thy well ^haU be blessed, 

Yea, thou shalt have joy in the wife of thy youth. 

19 A lovely hind— .a graceful ibex-i- 

Her breasts shall yield thee plenteous delight at all times, 
Thou shalt rove continually in her loye. 
so Why then, my son, wilt thou rove after a strange woman. 
And why wilt thou embrace the bosom of a stranger ? 

21 For the ways of a man are before the eyes of Jehovah, 
And He weigheth well all his paths. 

22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked man captive, 
Yea, he shall be holden fast by the cords of his own sin. 

23 He shall die, because he hath not hearkened to instruction, 
Even for his exceeding folly, wherein he goeth astray. 



17 Another rewaid of faithfulness to the 
marriage yow will be, that you will 
feel a delightful assurance of this 
numerous offspring being really your 
own. 

18 Thy weU thall he hleuetL-i,e. Your 
wife (see ver. 15.) shall, through 
the blessing of the Almighty, be 
fruitfuL 

Pieoepts and assurances, similar to 
those just given, are found in Ecdus. 
xxyi. 19,20,21. <'My son, keep 
the flower of thine age sound; and 
give not thy strength to strangers. 
When thou hast gotten a fruitful 
^ possession through all the field, sow 
' it with thine own seed, trusting in 
the goodness of thy stock. So the 
race which thou leavest shall be mag- 
nified, having the confidence of their 
good descent" 
^ wifi of thy ymsOu-^t, the wife to 
whom, at an early period of life, 
' you were united. In Eastern coun- 
tries particularly, marriages are con- 
Izacted at an early age. 



19 ibex — mountain-goat The animals 
liere mentioned axe very gentle and 
elegant. They were consequently 
greatly noticed and caressed by their 
owners. Nathan, in a similar man- 
ner, compares the wife of Uriah to a 
^litUe ewe-lamb," which a poor man 
''had bought and nourished up,*' 
and which '^ grew up with him and 
his children," and ''did eat of his 
own meat, and drink of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and 
was unto him as a daughter." 2 Sam. 

- xii; 8. 

— yield thee ^knteout delight — Heb. 
saturate thee, 

20 strange womofU'^range r S ec iL 16. 
Note 3. 

21 For 4^.— i(I make this enquiry) be- 
cause &c. 

22 The image here employed is borrowed 
ftmn the fate of a wild beast caught 
in the toils of the hunter. Gompiue 
vii. 22, 23. 

23 exceeding^Jfif^, much. 



16 



THE PROVERBS. 



Chapter VI. 



Admonition not rashly and unadvisedly to incur responsibiUty for other persons. 

1 O MY SON, if thou hast become a surety for another — 
If thou hast stricken hands for a stranger — 

2 If thou art ensnared by the words of thy mouth — 
If thou art caught by the words of thy mouth; 

3 Do this now, O my son; rescue thyself. 

For thou hast fallen into the hands of thy neighbour; 
Gro, humble thyself and be urgent with thy neighbour. 

4 Allow not sleep to thine eyes, 
Nor slumber to thine eye-lids. 

5 Rescue thyself as the gazelle from the snare. 
And as a bird from the snare of the fowler. 

Exhortation to imitate the persevering and provident industry of the ant. 

6 GO unto the ant, O sluggard, 
Observe her ways, and be thou wise. 

7 She hath no governor, 
Nor overseer, nor ruler; 

8 Yet she prepareth in the summer her food, 
She gathereth in the harvest her meat. 

9 How long, O sluggard, wilt thou lie in bed? 
When wilt thou arise from thy sleep? 



Chapter VI. 

1 anof^r— .Heb. thy feUow or neigh- 
hour, 

- stricken hands — It was by the strik- 
ing of hands that a person pledged 
himself to bie responsible for a debt, 
&c. 

- %afu2»— Heb. thy hands. 

2 If thou art ensnared ^c^i* e. If you 
have by your own promise committed 
yourself without due oonsideradon* 

3 ySi/20»— Heb. come. 
» Aaiuif— Heb. hand. 

-- fatten into the hands |;c.— i. e. you 



haye now placed yourself entirely at 
the creditor's mercy. 

4 Cr0u-.to your creditor. 

— he urgent jfc.-»«ndeavour earnestly 
to induce your creditor to release you 
from the obligation which you have 
unwarily contracted. 

6 gazette — or antelope. 

- snare — See Ps. cxxiv. 7- 

8 her food — as a supply for the lesidue 
of the year. The sacred wnter here 
speaks in accordance with the popu- 
lar notion entertained respecting the 
habits of the ant 
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10 "A little sleep" — "a little slumbet" 

"A little folding of the hands to rest''— - 

11 So shall poverty come upon thee, as an invader, 
. Yea, want, as an armed man ! 

Ttie detigning and crafty behaviour of the wicked man described. 

12 A WORTHLESS man — a man of iniquity 
Speaketh constantly perverse things. 

13 He winketh with his eyes, 
He speaketh with his feet ; 
He teacheth with his fingers. 

u In his heart is perverseness> 

He contriveth evil, 

He at a]l times spreadeth contentions. 
15 Therefore shall calamity come upon him suddenly, 
< In a moment shall he be destroyed, even without remedy < 

Divert qfftneet enumerated^ which are higMy ditpleating to God, 

T6 These six things Jehovah hateth; 

Yea, seven are His abomination. 
17 Lofty eyes — -a false tongue. 

And the hands which shed innocent blood — . 



10 Solomon in this vene introduces the 
expostulation of the sluggard, when 
called upon to leave his bed, and en- 
gage in the active duties of life. 

— fiOding^^^Tbefool foldeth his hands 
together, and eatetfa his own flesh.'* 
Ecdes. iv. 5. 

11 i9o— i.e. If the sluggard is lesdved 
not to exert himself at the warning 
voice of his monitor. 

12 Speaketh j^c.^^^Heb. walketh (i.e. 
conducts himself) wUh perverteness 
of mouth, 

13 ipeakeih^,e» expresses his meaning. 



14 tpreadeth^^Heh, casteth fbrth, i.e. 
as an incendiary does fire. 

15 hedertroyed — Heh. he broken in pieces* 
— remedy -'^Keh* healing. 

16 Thd mode of enumeration, here em« 
ployed, is not unfiequent in those 
books of the Old Testament, which 
are of a sententious character. Thus 
Job V. 19. " He shall deliver thee 
in six troubles, yea, in seven there 
shall no evil touch thee.** And 
Ecdes. xi. 2. ^^ Give a portion to 
seven and also to eight,*' Compare 
also XXX. 18 and 99. 
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18 The heart which- contriveth wicked devices — 
The feet which hasten to run after mischief — 

19 A false witness who breatheth forth lies, 

And the man, who spreadeth contentions amongst brethren. 

Attentum to parental irutrucHon enforced — It* tendency to guard youth against 
the seductive arts cf profligate women — The great danger of associating with 
such persons illustrated ~- and described. 

20 Obseeve, O my son, the commandment of thy father, 
And neglect not the teaching of thy mother. 

21 Bind them continually to thy heart, 

Tie them around thy neck. ^ 

22 When thou walkest about, they shall guide thee; 
When thou liest down to rest, they shall watch over thee; 
And when thou awakest, they shall commune with thee. 

23 For his commandment is a lamp, and her teaching a light; 
Yea, the rebukes of correction lead unto life. 

24 They shall guard thee against the wicked woman — 
Against the stranger. who allureth with her smooth tongue. 

25 Desire not her beauty in thy heart, 

Nor let her captivate thee with her eye-lids. 

26 For the harlot bringeth to a morsel of bread. 

Yea, the adulteress ensnareth life — the precious life ! 



21 See iiL 3. Note 2. 

22 walkest ahout — liest down>— awakest — 
under these terms are included all 

/ the various circumstances of life. 
•- they — ^i. e. the commandment and the 
teaching just mentioned^— Heb. iU 

23 his commandment — Heb. the com- 
mandment. See ver. 20. 

— her teaching — Heb. the teaching. 
See ver. 20. 

— lead unto life — Heb. (are) the way of 
life. i.e. tend to. prolong life and 
render it happy. 



24 who allureth ^c. — Heb. (who is) 
smooth of tongue. Compare ii. 16. 

25 eyeJids These are mentioned here, 

as it was the custom to paint them^ 
with the view of increasing personal 
attraction. This custom is referred 
to, 2 Kings ix. 30. Jar. iv. 30. and 
Ezek. xxiiL 40. 

26 . life — the precious life — Heb. : the 
precious life. i. e. the possession 
which is most dear to us — ^^all that 
a man hath will he give for his life.''* 
Job ii. 4. See al«o ver. 35. 
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27 Can a man lay hold on fire and put it in his bosom. 
And yet his garments not be. burned? 

28 Can a man walk upon burning coals, 
And yet his feet not be scorched? 

89 So it is with him who goeth unto his neighbour's wife, 
No one, who toucheth her, shall be held guiltless. 

30 Do not men hold in contempt the thief, though he steal 
To satisfy his appetite, because he is hungry? 

31 Yea, when discovered, he repay eth manifold, 
He giveth the whole substance of his house, 

32 The adulterer is void of understanding ; 

He who would destroy his own life — let him do this ! 

33 Stripes and dishonour shall he receive. 
And his reproach shall not be blotted out. 

34 Truly, jealousy is the fury of a man; 

Therefore he will not show mercy in the day of vengeance. 



27 In'' this and the following verse 
the sacied writer, having pointed 
out the heinousness of the adulterer*s 
guilt, shows the utter impossibility 
of his avoiding the fearful conse- 
quenoes of it. 

— lay hold on ^c, — Heb. lay ftold on 
fire into his bosom, 

•^ bosom — See Ps. xxxv. 13. Note. 

29 No one ^c. — i. e. The adulterer is 
■ guilty in the sight of God and man, 

and vrill surely be visited with the 
severest punishment. For the form 
of expression, compare Ps. cxix. 35. 
Note 2. 

30 The guilt of the adulterer and also 
- the punishment which he will receive 

are further to be inferred from the 
treatment experience by the thief, 
whose . crime may be attended with 
circumstances of palliation, whereas 
that of the adulterer admits of none. 



31 manifold — Ueb. sevenfold* Compare 
Ps. cxix. 164. Note. '<]f a man 
shall steal an ox or a sheep and kill 
it or sell it, he shall restore fix>e oxen 
for an ox and four sheep for a sheep, 
&c.*' Exod. xxli. 1,4. 

32 The adulterer — Heb. He who com- 
mitteth adultery with the wife (of 
another). 

— do this — i.e.' commit the crime of 
adultery. Solomon expresses himself 
thus to show, in the most striking 
manner, the fearfi\l consequences of 
iniquity. Thus, <' he which is filthy, 

let him be filthy still and behold 

I come quickly and my reward is 
with me.'* Rev. xxii. 11, 12. 

^ is the fury — i. e. is especially the 
cause of a man's violent and lasting 
resentment. This observation applies, 
with peculiar force, to the inhabitants 
of the East. ^^ \fealousy is pruel as 



so 
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35 He will not pay regard to any ransom. 

Nor consent, although thou shouldest offer many bribes. 



A further exhortation to attend to nutruction — The arts of the adulter at fkUy 
deicribed^ and their fatal ^cts upon the simple — Earnest warning againtt 
being seduced by her arts into the paths of wickedness, 

1 O MY SON, keep my words, 

And treasure up my commandments within thee. 
8 Keep my commandments, and thou shalt live; 

Yea, keep my teaching as the pupil of thine eye. 

3 Bind them upon thy fingers. 

Write them upon the tablet of thy h^art. 

4 Say unto wisdom : " Thou art my sister ;'^ 
And call understanding ^* Kinswoman, 



n 



5 They will guard thee against the strange woman — 
Against the stranger, who allureth with her smooth words^ 

6 For, through the window of my house, 
By means of my lattice I looked forth ; 

7 And I saw, amongst the simple ones — 
I discerned, amongst the youths, 

A young man void of understanding. 

8 He was passing through the street near her corner. 
Yea, he was going the way to her house; 



the gxave ; the ooaLs thereof are coah 
of fire which hath a most vehement 
iUune." Song of Solomon viii. 6. 

Sfi consent — ^to remit the punishment of 
death, which the law awards to the 
adulterer* Lev. xx. 10. 

Chapter VII. 
.2 live — See iv. 4. Note. 
.- ^wpii— See Ps. xvii. 8. and Note 1. 

3 Bind them — Compare iii. 3. Note 2. 

4 Say ^r, — i.e. Earnestly endeavour 



to become intimately acquainted 
with wisdom and understanding. 

5 strange »o»ntf«— «*mf^r— See !!♦ 
16. Note 3. 

» who allureth ^c-^-^eh, who Tnaketh 
smooth her words. 

6 For I urge this Upon your attei^ 

tion most particularly, because I 
have myself witnessed &c. 

8 her corner — i.e. the comer of the street, 
at which, being the haunt of harlots, 
the adulteress had stationed herself. 
• Compare ver. 12. 
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9 At twilight, in the evening, 

At midnight, yea in the darkness. 

10 And behold, a woman met him. 

In the attire of a harlot, and subtle of heart — 

11 One noisy and refractory. 

Whose feet abide not in her house — - 
IS Who is now in the streets, now in the broad places, 
And lurketh near every qorner. 

13 She caught hold of him and kissed him ; 
With a face of assurance, she said unto him : 

14 " Peace-offerings had I bound myself to pay, 
^^This day I have performed my vows. 

15 " Therefore came I forth to meet thee— r 

" Earnestly to seek thy face; and I have found thee ! 



9 The sacred writer represents this 
young man as wandering about from 
the first shades of evening until the 
night is fax advanced, in the hope 
that the darkness would screen him 
from observation. '' A man that 
breaketh wedlock, saying thus in his 
heart, MHio seeth me? I am com- 
passed about with darkness, the walls 
cover me, and nobody seeth me: 
what need I to fear ? the most High 
will not remember my sins : such a 
man only feaxeth the eyes of men, 
and knoweth not that the eyes of the 
Lord are ten thousand times brighter 
than the sun, beholding all the ways 
of men, and considering the most 
secret parts." Ecdus. xxiii. 18, 19. 

— At midnight — Heb. In the pupil (of 
the eye) of night. 

}0 subtle — Heb. guarded. i.e. artfully 
prepared to make such false represent- 
ations to title ypung man, as might 
induce him to attend to her solicit- 
ations, and also conceal her guilt from 
the husband whom she wronged. 

11 One noisy — Heb. Noisy (is) she. 



11 refractory — in her general conduct. 

13 Wtih a face of assurance she tald — 
Heb. She stretigtftened her face and 
said. 

14 Peace offerings — These were sacrifices 
of oxen or sheep, &c. offered in con- 
formity with a previous vow (see Le- 
vit. xxvii. 2), and in grateful acknow- 
ledgment of some blessing received. 
Ck>nsiderable portions of the several 
victims were returned by the priests 
to the persons who offered them, 
and were afterwards eaten by these 
persons and their assembled friends. 
Hospitality upon such occasions was 
enjoined by the Mosaic law. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, 
that the representation thus made by 
this woman, was merely a pretence 
• by which she hoped to gain her end. . 
— had I bound myself to pay^-Heh, 
(were) upon me. Compare Ps. Ivi. 
12. and Note. 

15 came I forth — She here further pre- 
tends that, in compliment to . her 
guest, she came forth herself espe- 
cially to invite him. 



22 THE PKOVERBS. Chapter VII. 

16 '^ I have spread my bed with coverings— 
" With embroidered fine linen of Egypt ; 

17 " I have perfumed my bed 

<^ With myrrh, aloes and cinnamon. 

18 ^^ Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning, 
^^ Let us indulge in caresses. 

19 ^^ For my husband is not at home, 
^^ He is gone a distant journey ; 

20 ^^ He hath taken a purse of money with him, 
" He will return at the stated day.'' 

21 By her many enticing words, she beguileth him; 

By the smooth allurements of her lips, she seduceth him. 

22 He followeth her straightway. 

As an ox goeth unto tlie slaughter; 
Or as a hart boundeth into the toils, 

23 Until an arrow pierceth its liver — - 
As a bird hasteneth into the snare. 

And perceiveth not that it is laid for its life. 

24 Now therefore, ye children, hearken unto me. 
And attend to the words of my mouth. 

25 Let not thy heart swerve into her ways. 
Go not astray into her paths. 

26 For she hath caused many to fall, mortally wounded; 
Yea, countless is the number of those slain by her ! 

sr Her house is the way to the grave, 
Leading down to the chambers of death. 



15 Earnestly^ — Comp.p8.1xm. l.Notel. ^number — Heh, the whole, 

19 my hushand ^c, — Heb. the man is 37 chambers of ieath^-fTbM eiqpressioit 
not in his house, has reference to the fbirm of the 

20 at the stated day,^i,e. by the day sepulchres^ in which the Hebrews 
which he has appointed for his return, deposited their dead. These were 
and not before. This day was, pro- spacious vaults,^ around which were 
bably, '^a solemn feast day.^* See cut out small recesses, each calcu- 
Ps. Ixxxi. i3. l»ted to hold a body. 
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Wisdom represented as calRng upon the simple to receive her lessons^^The dear 
and admirable instructions of wisdom — Their tnestinu^le value — The insepa^ 
rable union of wisdom with all which conduces to the well ordering of life^~. 
The true Jbllowers of wisdom must renounce evil — From her are derived 
honour and wealth -^ Wisdom present with the Almighty at the creation of 
the tsorld^~.Exfiortation to attend to her precepts. 

1 Doth not wisdom call aloud? 

And doth not understanding utter her voice? 

2 Upon the top of the high places — 
By the way-side — 

In the broad paths. 
She taketh her station. 

3 3y the side of the gateSi— 
In the avenues of the city— - 

In the approaches to its entrances, 
She crieth aloud: (saying) 

4 ^' Unto you, O men, do I call aloud, 

*^ Yea, with my voice do I call aloud to the sons of meq. 
a " O ye simple ones, discern prudence, 
^^ And, O fools, be ye of a discerning heart. 

6 ^^ Hearken, for I speak excellent things, 

" Yea, with the opening of my lips I speak rectitude. 

7 " For my mouth uttereth truth, 
^^And my lips abominate wickedness; 

.8 ^^ All the words of my mouth are righteous; 
*^ None of them are intricate and crooked. 
^^ They all are plain, to the man of understanding, 
^^ And direct, to those who attain unto knowledge. 



9 



Chapter VIII. 

1 Doth not ^c, f — L e. Surely wisdom 
doth &C.— Kllompare Ps. ziv. 4. Note. 

2 Upon the top — Compue Pa. Ixzii. 3. 
Note 1. 

— broad paths'^ e. the paths most fre- 
quented. 

3 gates^.e, in the '^ principal place of 
concourse.'* See i. 21. 



3 avenues — Heh. mouth. 

~ its entrances — Heb. the entrances (of 

the gates of the dty). See i. 21. 
speak rectitude — Le. deliver righteous 

precepts. 
7 my lips j^c— .Heb. wickedness is the 

abomination of my lips. . 
to the man 4r<?.— .i.e. to him, whose 

mind is rightly disposed to receive 

religious truths. See ver. 17* 
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10 *^ Receive ye mine instruction rather than silver, 
^^And knowledge, rather than choice gold* 

11 ** For wisdom is better than pearls, 
And no objects of delight are to be compared with her! 



a 



12 ** I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, 

^^ And I attain unto knowledge and discretion. 



13 '^ The reverence of Jehovah is to abhor evil ! 
Pride, and arrogancy, and the way of evil, 
And the perverse mouth do I abhor. 



«€ 



it 



14 ^^ Counsel and sound wisdom are mine ; 

« I am understanding, 

" To me belongeth might ! 
i» " By me kings reign, 

" And rulers decree righteousness. 

16 " By me princes govern, 

" And nobles, even all the judges of the earth 

17 " I love those, who love me ; 

" And they, who seek me early, shall find me. 



10 rather than silver — Heb. and not 
silver. 

11 no objects — Le. no other objects. 

12 Wisdom here asserts that between 
herself and prudence the connexion 
is inseparable, and that those, who 
attain her, will certainly acquire sound 
discretion in the conduct of life. 
Compare i. 4. 

13 Those who would attain to true wis- 
dom must first learn to abhor evil. 
i( Cease to do evil, leom to do well.** 
Isaiah i. .16, 17* Compare also Ps. 
xcvii. 10. 

14 / am 4^c.— i.e. I fiilly comprehend 
what course should Ibe followed under 



circumstances of the greatest diffi* 
culty. 

15 By me ^c. — i- e. The thrones of kings 
can be permanently established only 
upon the principles of true wisdom. 

17 '^He that keepeth the law of the 
Lord getteth the understanding there- 
of, and the perfection of the fear of 
the Lord is wisdom.** Ecdus. xxl. 1 !• 

— seek me — Agreeably to the assur- 
ance which Solomon, under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, has here 
given, respecting the attainment of 
heavenly wisdom, our blessed Saviour 
asks, ^^Why do ye not understand 
my speech ? even because ye cannot 



Chaptee VIII. THE PBOVERBS. ^5 

18 ^^ Riches and honour are with me, 

" Yea, ehduiing substance and the means of bounty. 
ID "My fruit is better than gold, even than fine gold, 

"And my produce, than choice silver. 

20 " I walk in the path of righteousness-— 
" In the broad paths of equity. 

21 " I make those, who love me, to possess substance, 
"Yea, I fill all their treasuries. 



22 " Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of His way— - 
" Before His works which were of old. 

23 *^ I have been anointed from everlasting — 

" From the first, even before the earth was made. 

24 " When as yet there were no deeps, I was brought forth ; 
" When there were no springs abounding with water. 

25 " Before the mountains were settled, 
"Yea, before the hills, I. was brought forth. 

26 " Ere yet He had made the earth and the fields, 
"Yea, the first atom of the dust of the world — 

27 " When He framed the heavens, I was there ! 

" When He drew a circle upon the face of the deep—* 



hear my word.'* Joh* viiL 43. And 33 / hatfe been anohUed — i.e. I have 

also explicitly declaitn, that *'i£ been in vested with sorereignty by the 

any man ¥rill do His will, he shall Almighty. In iii. 16. wisdom is 

know of the doctrine, whether it be represented, as a queen, dispensing' 

of Ood.** Joh. vii. 17* riches and honour with one hand, 

ifi the means o^^otnity—Heb. UberaUty. and length of days with the other. 

Compare Ps. xxzvii. 21. and Ps. 25 the numntain* ^c — i.e. the found- 

cxii. 3. ations of the mountains were fixed. 



S8 fouemed ^1^,^'Uc hath established- 26 the earth and the fieid9-^,e. the cul. 

. the world . ^ HU msdamy and hath tivated parts of the earth. 

. . stretched out the h^venaby His — the first atom of the dust — Heb. the 
«undbnstaoding*'' Jer. li. 15. Com. first of the dusts. 

. pare Ps. civ^ 24«;uidProv«iii« 1^20. 27 there — i.e. present with the Almighty 

-^ in the beginning ^e*m^ue» When Creator. ' ■■ • 

He comiDMMed. the work of ere- — drew S[C.~^L e. by establishing the 
ation. present jframe of the universe, caused ' 

D 
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88 " When He made firm the clouds above — 

When He made strong the fountains of the deep — 

» 

29 ** When He appointed to the sea its bounds, 

"And to the waters, which transgress not His command !• 
*^ When he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

30 " I was close to Him, as a nursling, 
<^ I was His delight, day by day ; 

Playing, in His presence, continually — 



(( 



31 



u 



a 



Playing in the world — in His earth, 
Yea, my delight was in the sons of men. 



3s " Now, therefore, ye children, hearken unto me, 
** For happy are they, who keep my ways ! 

3& " Hear instruction, and ye shall be wise ; 
" Yea, reject it not. 

34 " Happy is the man, who hearkeneth unto me — 
<^Who watcheth at my gates day by day — 
** Who "keepeth guard at the posts of my doors ! 



Ae apparently concave surface of the 
hoivena to form, so far as our senses 
can discern it, a curved boundary 
to the waters of the ocean. 

^ When He maiejirm jfc.^-i.e. When 
He caused the doudfl to be supported 
in the air. 

^ made strong j;c.--Having prevented 
the floods from returmng to cover 
the earth, the great Creator also pro- 
vided copious springs from which 
the sea should be continually, but 
gradually, supplied with water. 

29 its hounds — i.e. confined the sea with- 
in ^sertain limits, saying, '' Hitherto. 
shalt thou come but no further, and 
here shall thy proud waves be stay- 
ed." Job xxxviii. 11. Compare Ps. 
civ. 6—9. 

30 In this verse is depicted the grati- 



fication which an afisctionatQ .parent 
would derive from the playfulness 
and engaging qualities of a young 
and beloved child. Wisdom repre- 
sents herself as standing in this 
relation to the Almighty Father, 
and experiencing delight (ver. 31.) 
in all the glories of creation, but 
especially in man, whose intellectual 
capacity fits him for holding conw- 
verse with her. 

31 in the sons — Heb. with the wnt. 

— in the sons of men — as being made- 
At in the image*' and after the like- 

. ness of God, and thus capable of 
holding communion with wisdom. 

34 watcheth — ^with earnestness and per- 
severance seeking admission, from air 
anxious desire to profit by the in- 
structions of wisdom. 
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35 **For he, who attaineth me, attaineth life; 

*^ Yea, he shall receive favour from Jehovah. 

36 " But he, who misseth me, doeth violence to himself; 
All they, who hate me, love death.' 



a 



n 



WUdom represented tu inviting to a sumptuous entertainment aU who need her 

bounty 7^ different reception which a wise man and a scqffsr give td i»- 

struction — The foundation of true wisdom — The happy consequences €/ 
foOffwing its precepts — Warning against the delusions of fbily. 

1 Wisdom hath builded her house. 
She hath hewn out her many pillars. 

2 She hath killed her fatlings, 
She hath poured out her wine; 
Yea, she hath furnished her table. 

3 She hath sent forth her maidens ; 

She calleth aloud upon the highest places of the city : 

4 " Whoever is simple, let him turn and come hither r 
She saith unto every one, void of understanding: 

5 " Come ye, eat of my bread, 

"And drink of the wine, which I have poured out. 



36 misseth me~-Le, misses wisdom, to 
attain which should be the constant 
aim of his life* 

.,— love death~^i,e. behave as though 
they courted theix own destruction. 

Chapter IX« 

1 In this and the five following verses, 
Solomon xepiesents wisdom, as having 
prepared her palace, and provided a 
splendid banquet, to which she in- 
vites all such as had unhappily been 
drawn into the ways of eixor and 
wickedness. The reader can scarcely 
fail to be reminded, by the descrip- 
tion here given, of the parable of 
our blessed Lord, recorded Matt, 
xxii. 1—4. and Luke xiv» 16 — 18. 

— many — Heb. seven, CJomp Ps. xii. 6. 
Note 2. It means, here the number 



required for the stability and oma. 
ment of the palace of wisdom. 
3 maidens — the appropriate attendants 
of wisdom, who is throughout re- 
presented as a female. Compare Ps. 
XLV. 14. 

^ She caUeHi ahud—hy means of these 
her messengers. Thus, '< Pharaoh 
sent and called Joseph*' — which 
means, that Pharaoh sent a messen- 
ger who called &c. Gen. xLi. 14. 

-, upon the highest places-^Beh. upon 
the ridges of the high places* Com. 
pare Ps. Lxxii. 3. Note 1. 

4 turn and come 7«^r— Heb. depart 
hither. i.e. turn from his present 
course, and enter the palace of wis^ 
dom. Compare Ps. vii. 6. Note 1. 

5 my bread^^e, the feast which I have 
prepared. See ver. 2» 
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6 ^^ Forsake your way, ye simple ones, and ye shall live; 
^^ Yea, go straight forward in the way of understanding: 

• • • 

7 "He, who correcteth a scorner, 
"Bringeth upon himself disgrace; 

^' And he, who. rebuketh the wicked, 
"Bringeth upon himself reproach. 

8 "Rebuke not a scorner, lest he hate thee; 
"Rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. 

9 " Give instruction to a wise man, and he will "be yet wiser; 
"Teach a righteous man, and he wiU increase his learning. 

10 "The reverence of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom, 
"And the knowledge of the Most Holy is understanding. 

11 "For by me, thy days shall be multiplied, 
"And years of happiness shall be added to thee. 

12 "If thou art wise, 
"Thou art wise for thyself; 
"And if thou scornest, 

"Thou alone shalt bear the punishment.*" 



j6 Forsake your way — Heb. Forsake. 
». tJie way of understanding — i.e. the 

course of life to be pursued by the 

truly wise. 

7 Solomon, in the person of wisdom, 
laments that her earnest invitation 
^ould be so often disregarded by 
those to whom it is addressed. 

«. iringeth upon himself reproach , — 
Heb. (it is) a stain (to) him, 

8 The sacred writer is very far from 
meaning to assert, that it is a matter 
of little consequence whether scoffers 
be reclaimed from their evU course, 
or that no hazard is to be run in 
endeavouring to effect this most de- 
sirable end. He merely states the 
result of his experience to be, that 
these wicked persons, while they con- 



tinue in such a frame of mind, wiU 
not only refuse to listen to the voice 
of admonition, but probably heap 
upon such, as presume to ofo it, 
reproadi and contumely. '^ Give not 
that which is holy unto the d(^, 
neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend 
you." Matt. vii. 6. 

8 love thee-^Compaxe Ps. cxLi. 5. ' 

9 Give instruction — Heb. Give. 

~ wiU increase ^c— C!ompare i. 5.^ 

11 This verse is to be taken in imme- 
diate connexion with vv. 5, 6. 

— happiness — Heb. life. See iii. MO. 

12 for thyself — i. e. for your own ad- 

vantage. 
M shalt bear 4[-c.»Heb. shalt bear. . 
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13 Folly is noisy, 

She is very simple, and knoweth nothing. 

14 She sitteth at the door of her house — 

Upon a lofty seat, in the high places of the city. 

15 She calleth aloud to the passengers, ' 
Who are going straight forward in their paths : 

16 " Whoever is simple, let him turn and come hither !"*' 
But to the man void of understanding — to him she saith: 

17 "Stolen waters are sweet, 

"And bread, eaten clandestinely, is pleasant!^ 

18 But he considereth not that the dead are there — 
That her guests are in the depths of the grave ! 



12 Wisdom here distinctly declares that, 
earnestly as she desires the moral 
improvement and happiness of man, 
yet all the consequences of his con- 
duct will fall exclusively upon him. 
self, and therefore that no selfish and 
unworthy modve can justly be im- 
puted to her. 

13 FcUy^ — Heb. A woman of foolishness. 
The person here described is intro- 
duced as the representative of folly. 
She endeavours to increase the num- 
ber of her votaciet, by imitating the 
language and conduct of wisdom. 
The terms which she uses for this 
purpose, are those which suit the 
character of a courtesan. 

— . noMy-.See vii. 11. 

.^ She is simple — Heb. (a woman of) 

simpleness. 
^ noMtfl^— L e. which is salutary and 

pcoper* 



14 See ver. 3. Not satisfied with placing 
herself openly at her door, she re- 
moves to a yet more oonspicuoua 
place. 

16 in their paths — 1. e. in the paths 
of religion and goodness. . 

16 simple — Folly thus designates thb 
followers of true wisdcnn.. 

— turn ^c. — Heb. depart hither • Le. 
turn from his present virtuous course, 
and enter my abode. 

17 Stolen waiers — ^Compare v. 15. This 
figurative language refers pavtioalarly 
to. the crime of adultery. Compare 
XXX. 20. 

— eaten ciandestinely^^^th. of secret 
phees, 

18 Solomon concludes with lamenting 
that so many should be found, who 
inconsiderately accept the invitation 
of foUy. 

-^ f/ier«~. Compare viL 27* 
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The Peoverbs of Solomon. 

1 A WISE SON gladdeneth his father; 

But a foolish soa causeth grief to his mother, 

2 The treasures of wickedness do not profit; 
But beneficence delivereth from death. 

3 Jehovah will not suffer the beneficent to famish; 
But He repelleth the covetous desire of the wicked. 

4 He, who worketh with a slackened hand, becometh poor; 
. But the hand of the active maketh rich. 

« He, who gathereth in summer, is a son causing success; 
But He, who sleepeth in harvest, is a son causing shame. 

.6 Blessings are upon the head of the bountiful; 
But the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence. 



Chapter X. 
li The insdom and folly heie mentioned 
relate to moral conduct. 

2 of wickednets^^*e, acquired by wick- 
ed means. 

— beneficence^* e, the doing of good, 
according to our means, to those who 

' stand in need of it ; as opposed to 

f the hoarding of unjust gains. ^'It 
is better to give alms than to lay 
up gold, for alms doth deliver fron^ 
death." Tobit xiL 8, 9. 

.p. delivereth from death — i.e. will bring 
with it the blessing of a long and 
happy life. Compare Fs. xxxvii. 
21, 22. 

3 repelleth ^c. ^- i. e« thwarts their 
wicked desire of heaping together 
riches. 



6 gathereth ^\,e, collects, with dili- 
genoe, the fruits of the earth. 

.. a ton — Amongst a people whose lives 
were spent in the labours of agricul. 
ture, the industry of every individual 
in a family directly contributed to 
its prosperity. 

• «^mf~. occasioned by disappoint- 
ment and loss. 

6 Blessingf ^c^i. e. Prayers shall be* 
offered up, by those to whom. his 
charity extends, on his behalf, and 
blessings descend upon him from the 
Almighty. 

-. concealeth .~^i,e. silently meditates 
violent designs against the good, 
although he may not have the hardi- 
hood to oppose openly the voice of 
general approbation. 
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7 T?he memory of the righteous man is blessed ; 
But the name of the wicked is loathsome. 

8 He, who is wise of heart, receiveth precepts; 
But he, who speaketh foolishly, falleth headlong. 

9 He, who walketh in integrity, walketh securely i 

But he, who perverteth his ways, shall be ^lade known* 

10 He, who winketh with the eye, causeth sorrow, 

4 

And he, who speaketh foolishly, falleth headlong. 

11 The mouth of the righteous is a spring of living waters; 
But the mouth of the wicked concealeth violence. 

12 Hatred exciteth contentions; 

But love concealeth many oflfences. . 

13 Upon the lips of a man of discernment is found wisdom; 
But there is a rod for the back of the unwise. 

14 Wise men treasure up knowledge; 

But' the mouth of a fool causeth speedy destruction. 



7 U loathsome — Heb. rotteth. 

8 receiveth 4^.— i.e. is disposed to 
listen to counsel and admonition. 

»^ he, who speaketh foolishly — Heb. M« 
Jbol of lips. 

^ foolishly ~~.i>e. inconsiderately and 

.' wickedly. 

— falleth headlong — i. e. involyes him- 
self in danger and trouble. 

9 walketh ~^Le, conducts himself or 
lives. Compare Ps. i. 1. Note. 

V. made known — i.e. discovered, and 

afterwards punished. 
10 winketh with the eye— This is a part 

of the description given in vi. 12, 13, 
■ of a worthless person, who, to avoid 

discovery, has recourse to this indirect 

method of making known hismeaning. 



10 And he ^c, — See ver. 8. and Notes. 

11 spring of living waters-^AA a run- 
ning stream of pure water continually 
refreshes and fertilizes the soil, so the 
words of the just plenteously afford 
comfort and edification. 

— concealeth — See ver. 6. Note' 2. 

12 eoncealeth^c^^^e. carefully conceals 
them horn others, by refraining to 
repeat them. See xvii. 9. 

13 the unwise — Heb. the void of heart, 
i. e. of understanding. 

14 treasure up — i. e. reserve for their use 
upon prt^per occasions. 

.... causeth speedy destruction^^'Hsh* (is) 

destruction near at hand, 
^ destfuctUm'^i.e, to himself. See 

xviu. 7* 
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Chapter* Xj 



15 The substance of the rich man is his strong city; 
Their poverty is dismay to the poor. 

16 The earnings of the righteous man minister unto life ; 
The revenues of the wicked man, unto sin. 

17 He, who observeth instruction, is in the path of life; 
But he, who riejecteth rebuke, goeth astray. 

18 He, who concealeth hatred with lying lips — 

He also, who giveth utterance to a slander, is a fool. 

19 In much speaking, there wanteth not offence; 
But he, who restraineth his lips, is prudent. 

20 The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver; 
The understanding of the wicked is of little worth. 

21 The lips of the righteous man feed many ; 

But fools die through the man, void of understanding. 

22 It is the blessing of Jehovah, which giveth riches; 
And He addeth not sorrows to them. 

2d The doing of mischief is as it were sport to a fool; 
But wisdom is the delight of the man of understanding. 



15 is his strong d^^.— i.e. ia regard. • 
, ed by him (see xviii. 11.) as sa 
. ground of oonfidenoe. '^ Riches and 

strength lift up the heart.'* Ecdus. 
XL. 26. . 

16 The wealth of the righteous uian, 

• because of the proper use which' 
he makes of it, tends to his hap- 

, piness; the wicked man, on the. 
contrary, jnakes his riches only sub- 
fKryient to selfish gratification, and. 
therefore to him, they ar^ no bles- 



sing but a source of dangenms 

temptation. 
17 path of Hfe-See yi. 23. Note 3. 
-^ goe^ astray .^^om the path «f 

life. 
19 Jn much ^teaking — Heb. In a muL 

titttde of words. 

21 feed.^* e. administer to their moral: 

and spiritual improvement. 
-^ through S[€.'-^ue. by listening to his 
wicked suggestions and precepts. - 

22 ^o^^Heb. mth. 



Chapter X. THE PEOYEBBS. 33 

u The tenor of the wicked man shall come upon him ! 
But the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 

es As the whirlwind passeth by and is gone, so the wicked! 
But the righteous man hath an everlasting foundation. 

26 As vinegar to. the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, 
So is the sluggard to those who send him forth. 

«7 The reverence of Jehovah prolongeth life; 
But the years of the wicked shall be curtailed. 

sp The h<^ of the righteous endeth in joy; 

But the expectation of the wicked cometh to nothing. 

89 Jehovah is strengdi to him, who is upright in his way; 
But He is destruction to the workers of iniquity. 

ao. The righteous man shall never be moved; 
But the wicked shall not dwell in the land. 

31 The mouth of the righteous man yieldeth wisdom ; 
But the perverse tongue shall be cut off. 

» The lips of the righteous man know how to conciliate; 
But the mouth of die wicked uttereth perverse things. 



84 ^ofi^tfd— by the Almighty. 30 never he moved — i.e. ahaU not fall 

25 it gone — Heb. U not. into overwhehning danger or diiB. 
^ so the wicked— CovagoK Ps. zxxvii. ' culty, but he shall enjoy a perma- 

36. nent state of prosperity. 

~ everlasting foundations-^ e. the di.» » 2ani.— Compare Ps. xxxvii. 3. also 

vine favour and goodness. ii. 21, 22, and Note. 

26 As vinegar ^c — i.e. As these ate g^ yj^j/drtA—as its natural produce. 

^ .end him forth-^e. employ hun » ^ho^Lketh perve»e tJuog*. Com- 

.me«en«a. I««, Ps. cxx. 3. Note 2. 

27 prolongeth hft-^neo, addeth days, " 

- curtaiied^.e. the wicked shaU die - «*« ^ff^^ a diseased and an useless 

F«n*t»rely. Compare Ps.lv. 23.. branch is lopped from the tree. 

28 cometh to nothings See Ps. i. C. 32 how to conciHate^Eeh, what is aC' 
Note 2. ceptahle. 



34 



THS* PROTEBSS^ 



Chapter. XI. 



1 Dec^tful. scales are the abomioatHNi of.JsHoirAit; 
But a perfeet weqj^t is accq^table uato Him. 

s-When pride cometh, then cometh disgrace; 
But with the ^humble is wisdom. 

3 The integrity of the upright is their guide; 

But the perverseness of transgressors is their destruction. 

4 Wealth doth not profit in the day of wrath; 
But beneficence delivereth from death. 

5 The righteousness of the good man maketh his way plain; 
But the wicked man falleth through his own . wickedness. 

6 The righteousness of the upright delivereth them ; 
But transgressors are taken in their own mischief. 

7 When the wicked man dieth, his hope cometh to an end, 
Yea, the expectation of the unjust cometh to an end ! 

8 The righteous man is rescued from strait. 

And the wicked man cometh into it, in his stead. 

9 By his mouth, the profane person destroyeth his neighbour; 
But men are rescued by the knowledge of the righteous. 



Chapter XI. 

1 weight^Mth. Hone, Stones were an- 
dently used as weights. 

. acceptahlc-^tm being commanded in 
the law of God. <^Thoa shalt not 
haye in thy hag diven weights, a 

gnat and « small but thou, shalt 

have a perfect and just weight.** 
Beuti xxY. 13, 15. ' 

2 them corned ^^.-^.e. disgrace is a 
sure and immediate consequence. 

S ii their guiieu^.e, nves them from 
danger and calamity* 

4 Compare z. 2. and 'Notes. ' 



4 in the day of wrath-^ e. when Ood, 
in His anger, inflicts punishment 
upon transgvessors. 

5 of the good man — Heb. qfihe man of 
integrity, 

- maketh ^c^^-Le, causes him to pass 

through li& in safety. 
S iaken ^o, — i.e. suffer those very ca- 

lamities which they misduevously 

intended to bring upon the good. 

Compare Ps. vu. 15, 16. and Ps. 

ix, 16. . 

7 Compare Ps. xvii. 14, 16. and Notes. 

8 Compare. ver. ,6. 

^ Compare x. 21. and Notfs. 



Ctf^ptxn XI. 



TfilB^ FBDVEBSS. 



^ 



10 



The citj^ exttlteth in die pnxqieritj of ithe xighteoas; ' 
There is also a shout of joy^ when the.wioked perish* 

II By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted ; ' 
But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 

M A man, void of understanding, contemheth his neighbour; 
But a man of discernment is silent. 

13 He, who goeth about, as a talebearer, revealeth secrets; 
But he, who is of a faithful spirit, coacealeth a matter'. 

14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; 

But there is safety in a multitude of counsellors.' 

u A man shall suffer severely^ if he is surety for a stranger; 
But he, who hateth those who strike hands, shall be secure. 

16 A graceful woman retaineth honour. 
As strong men retain riches. 

17 A benevolent man rewardeth himself; 
But a cruel man tormenteth his own flesh. 



U bkiting j;c.— i.e. the blessings which 
befal the city owing to the prayers 
of the righteous for its prosperity. 
See ver. 9. and Note. 

12 contemneth — ^i. e. exjttesses open con- 
tempt for. 

— it nlent—i»e. carefully refrains iiom 
using any contemptuous language. . 

13 goeth about ^fC-^'Hus was exptessly 
forbidden by the law. " Thou.shalt 
not go up and down, as a talcAwarer, 

. among thy people.** Leylt. xiatM 16. 

— reveakfft tecrets—Lcddn not^heti' 
tate to betray the coniidence of friend- 
ship. • 

— a inatter^~.\,e. any* matter confided to 
him by his friend. 



15 Compare vi. 1. 

— 9haU iuffer aeverely^^Hth. shall be 
broken in piece** . 

^ hateth 4^*— i* e. refuses to be one of 
those who are leady to engage as 
sureties. 

.-. ttrike hand^^JS^ vi 1. Note 2. 

16 strongmen — ''When a strong man, 
armed, keepeth his palace, his goods 
are in peace.*' Luke xi. 21. 

17 rewardeth himself— .as well by the 
inward satisfaction which he . feels 
in the performance of this duty,- as 
by . the favour . which . bis conduct 
tends to obtain for .him in the sight 
both of God and man. . 
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THE PROVERBS, 



Chapteb Xt 



18 The wicked man toileth for fallacious earnings; 

But he, who soweth righteousness, ¥all have a sure reward. 

19 As he, who pursueth righteousness, pursueth it unto life, 
So he, who pursueth evil, pursueth it unto his death. 

so The fioward in heart are the abomination of Jehovah; . 
But the upright in their way are acceptable to Him, 

21 Though hand be joined to hand, 

The wicked shall not be held guiltless; 

But the posterity of the righteous shall be delivered, 

38 As a jewel of gold in a swine'^s snout, 

So is a beautiful woman, who is without discretion. 

23 The desire of the righteous is only good; 

But the expectation of the wicked will end in wrath. 

34 There is, who distributeth freely. 
Yet are his means increased; 



17 iortnenteth j[C, — i. e. while inflicting 
pain upon others, himself feels the 
greatest dissatisfaction and uneasiness. 

18 earnings — ^which, when obtained, wUl 
mock his expectations and terminate 
in utter disappointment. ^' Ye have 
ploughed wickedness, ye have reaped 
iniquity, ye have eaten the fruit of 
lies.'* Hosea x. 13. 

.— soweth — ** Sow to yourselves in 
righteousness, reap in mercy." Hosea 
X. 12. 

19 unto life — as its promised reward. 
Compare x. 16. Note. 

— unto his death — as its certain con- 
sequence. 

21 Though hand ^c, — ^i.e. However the 
wicked may combine to pervert the 
ends of justice. 

^. held guUtlesS'^Cova^xt vi. 29. Note. 



21 the posterity — i. e. not the righteous 
only, but their remote posterity. The 
faithful God '^keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him and 
keep his commandments to a thou- 
sand generations." Deut. vii. 9. 

22 jewel — Nose-jewels were worn by 

eastern women. 
— who is without — Heb. and (she is) 
a departer from. 

23 only goodm^taA therefore will not 
provoke the anger of heaven. 

^ expectation ^c, — i.e. The expectation 
of the wicked, however confidently 
entertained, will certainly be frus- 
trated, and they will be punished 
by their justly offended God. 

24 distributeth freely — i.e. to all such as 
stand in need of his bounty. Com- 
pare Ps. cxii. 9. .. 



CfiArrBB XI. 



THE PRQVER^L 



37 



There is, who withholdeth voore than is right. 
Yet he cometh to want. 

85 The bountiful man shall be enriched, 

Yea, he, who watereth, shall himself also be watered. 

26 The people curse him, who keepeth back bread-corn; 
But blessings shall be on the head of him, who selleth it 

s7 He, who earnestly seeketh good, seeketh what is acceptable; 
But upon him, who seeketh evil, it shall come! 

28 He, who trusteth in his riches, shall fall; 
But the righteous shall flourish, as a leaf. 

29 He, who harasseth his household, shall inherit the wind; 
And the fool shall be the servant of the wise iu heart 

M The fruit of the righteous man is a tree of life. 
And the wise man gaineth souls. 



24 hit meant are increated — Heb. it it 
added yet more. See Ps. xxxvii. 21. 
and Note. 

— withholdeth ^c. — from a sordid and 
uncharitable disposition. 

25 enriched — Heb. made fat, 

— watereth — i.e. is liberal to others. 
An image taken from the refreshing 
and fertilizing efFect of copious 
showers upon the parched earth. 

— thaU himtelf^c. — " With what mea- 
sure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again.** Matt. viL 2. 

26 curte him — i.e. pursue him with 
abuse and imprecations. 

— keepeth "back — i. e. hoards up, in order 
to obtain an exorbitant price. 

*- hlettingt — Compare x. C. and Note. 

-. teUeth it — at a reasonable price, with- 
out desiring to take advantage of the 
necessities of the people. 



27 good — i. e. the good of others. 

— what is acceptable — to God. 

— seeketh evil — i.e. strives to involve 
other persons in calamity. 

23 shall faU — ^prematurely, as a withered 

leaf. 
^ as a leafS, e. as a verdant leaf, which 

receives its natural support from the 

tree. Compare Ps. i. 3. 

29 harasseih his Jiousehold — i. e. exacts 
of them oppressive tasks, and creates 
amongst them dissentions and ani- 
mosity ; thus entirely alienating their 
affections from himself, and render, 
ing them altogether negligent of their 
duties. 

30 The fruit ^c i. e. The good effect 

of his example and conversation. 

— tree of life — See iii. 18. Note. 

. gaineth souls-^.e, wins men over to 
virtue and goodness. 
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THE ^ROVEKSS. 



ChapteR'/XII/ 



31 Behold, the righteous man is requited upon earth, 
Much more, the wicked man and the sinner! 

1 He, who loveth correction, loveth knowledge; 
But he, who hateth rebuke, remaineth ignorant. 

2 The good man receiveth favour from Jehovah; 
But the man of wicked devices. He condemneth. 

3 A man shall not be firmly established by wickedness; < 
But the root of the righteous shall not be moved. ' 

4 A virtuous wife is the crown of her husband; » 
But she, who causeth shame, is as rottenness in his bones. 

5 The devices of the righteous are just ; 
The counsels of the wicked are deceitful. 

6 The words of the wicked lie in wait for the blood of men; 
But the mouth of the upright delivereth them. 



31 U requited — i.e. receives, firom the 
cbutening hand of God, the punish* 
, UMnt due to his tnmsgiesaions. . *' If 
the righteous scarcely be saved^ vhere 
^hall the ungodly, and the sinner ap- 
pear ?" 1 Pet. iv. 18. " For if they 
do these things in a green tree, what 
shaU be done in the dry f** Luke 
xxiii..31. 

Chapter Xll. 

1 Iqveth correction — i^ e. shows a docile 
disposition, and submits cheerfully 
to his teachers. 

^ loveth knomledge^^Compaxe viii. 36* 
Note 2. .. 

*- ignorant — Compare Ps. Uxiii* 22. 
and Note. 



3 shall not be ^c — See Ps. cxix, 86. 

Note 2. . 

— the rootle i.e. The righteous shaU 

not fall into calamity, but his state 
of prosperity, like that of a deteply 
rooted tree, shall be lasting. 

4 the crown ^c. — i.e. an ornament and 
honour to her husband. 

— shame to her husband by her mis- 

conduct. 

— as rottenness ^c. — i. e. as an ihward 
disease, gradually consutiimg hlih. 

6 lie in wait for the blood b/'innr— .Heb. 

lie in wait fir blood^-i, e.' insidiously 

tend to the destruction of men.' See 

xi. 9. 
J_ them i. e. the men who aire exposed 

to the seductive counsels of the Wick- 

ed. Compare xiii. 14. 



Qh^pt^k-XII- 



TH)E raOVEEBS* 
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7 The hoiise of the wicked is overthrown^ and is no more! 
But the house of the righteous abideth. 

8 A man shall be praised according to his understanding; 
But the perverse of heart shall be contemned. 

9 He, who demeaneth himself, and becometh his own servant, 

Is better than he, who aifecteth grandeur, yet lacketh food. 

» 

10 The righteous man careth for the life of his beast; 

* 

But the mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

11 He, rwho tilleth his own land. 
Shall be satisfied with bread; 

But he, who joineth with lawless men, 
' Is void of understanding. 

12 The wicked man longeth after the net of evil doers ; 
But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 

13 In the transgression of his lips, 
There is a snare for the wicked man; 

But the righteous man escapeth from strait. 



7 The Jiouse of the wickecU^TLeh, The 

vficked- 
- The house of the wicked ^c, — i.e. they 
and their posterity shaU be destroyed. 

8 understanding — Compare Ps. cxi. 10. 

9 demeaneth himself .^ue. foregoes all 
outward display of greatness. 

10 careth for S[C, — i.e. treats with tender 
caie. 

~ pifircies: — i. e. Even the compassion 
^ .whi<;li he pretends to feel for others, 
] . does npt retdly deserve the name; be- 
cause it h^ its origin in some wicked 
design, meditated against them. 

11 he satiffied^-i, e. be abundantly sup- 
^ ,p.Ued. See xxviii. Id. 

. joineth with—Heh»followe{fiA,e, an an 
associate in their criminal enterprises. 



11 lawless men — i. e. such as -will not 
have recourse to honest meand for 
obtaining a livelihood, but embark 
willingly in any scheme of violence. 

12 longeth ^c, — i.e. is anxious to en- 
gage in any scheme of plunder and 
rapine. Compare Ps. x. 8 — 10. 

— yieldeth fruit — Heb. giveth — i.e. 
The industry of the ri^teous man 
will certainly furnish him with the 

. means of living quietly and peaceably, 
/^ under his own vine and under his 
own fig-tree." 

13 a ^fiare-^Oompare xvfii. 7* In^this 
snare, the wicked, sooner or later, 
are taken. 

— escapethfrom^—Heh. goefftotft (tf. 
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THE PEOVEBBS. 



Chaptee XII. 



14 By the fruit of a man^s mouth, 
He shall be filled with good; 

And the recompenee of a man^s hands 
Shall be returned unto him. 

15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; 
But a wise man hearkeneth unto counsel. 

16 A fooFs anger is instantly made known; 
But he, who stifleth insults, is prudent. 

17 As he, who uttereth faithfulness, setteth forth truth. 
So a false witness setteth forth deceit. 

18 There is, who speaketh rashly, like the piercing of a sword ; 
But the tongue of the wise healeth. 

19 The lip of truth shall be established for ever; 
But the tongue of falsehood, only for a moment. 

so There is guile in the heart of those, who contrive eyil; 
But to those, who counsel peace, there shall be joy. 

91 There shall no calamity happen to the righteous man; 
But the wicked shall be filled with evil. 

ss False lips are the abomination of Jehovah; 

But they, who act faithfully, are acceptable unto Him. 



14 firuU-JSee xL 30. Note 1. 
19 itutantfy — Heb. upon the day, 
_ s^fleih — ^Gompaie X. 12. and Note. 

17 he who uttereth faithfutnes* — Le. a 
man of veracity. 

18 like the piercing ^c, — ^i. e. wounding 
by secret xalunmies. 

19 The iip-^JSee x. 31. Note 2. 

— only fir a moment.^U e. Falsehood, 



may succeed for an instant, but 
speedy detection will follow. 

SO guile — deceit, which will end in dis- 
appointment and sorrow. 

— who counsel peace — i.e. who aim, 
by their counsels, at the promotion 
of concovd and happiness. 

21 JUled wi^ eviU^ue, shall suffer very 
greatly for their wickedness. 



Chapteb XIII. 



THE PHOVERBS. 
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23 A prudent man concealeth his knowledge; 

But the heart of fools proclaimeth aloud their folly. 

S4 The hand of the active shall rule; 

But the slac^kened hand shall be under subjection* 

85 Sorrow, in the heart of a man, boweth it down ; 
But a kind word gladdeneth it. 

26 The righteous man is superior tb andther; 

But the way of the wicked causeth them to err. 

27 The slothful man taketh not that which he hunteth ; 
But the substance of the active man is precious. 

28 In the path of righteousness is life; 
Yea, in her path-way, there is no death. 

1 A wise son hearkeneth to the instruction of his father; 
But a scorner hearkeneth not to rebuked 

2 By the fruit of a man's mouth, he. shall eat good; 

But the appetite of offenders shall be sated with violence. 

3 He^ who keepeth his mouth, guardeth his life; 

But destruction shall be to him, who openeth wide his lips. 



,^ concealeth — i.e. only displayB it at 
the proper season. 

24 slackened ^c. — See x. 4. 

^ subjecHon — Heb. tribute. i.e. The 
slothful shall become subservient to 
others. 

26 to another — Heb. to kit neighbour. 
i.e. although the righteous man*8 
station in life may be inferior to that 
of his neighbour. 

—, But the way 4;c.~*The absolute in- 
feriority of the wicked appears from 
this, that, following their wicked 
course, they are sure to meet with 
disappointment and misery. 



27 The indolent man makes no effort to 
secure that which is almost within 
his power ; but the labours of tlie di- 
ligent man are blessed with success. 

28 /f/^^—true and substantial happiness. 
See iU. 18. and Note. 

-. deaih destruction and misery. 

Chapter XIII. . 

2 ihe fruit--^e& xi. 30. Note 1. 

- the appetite ^c. — i.e. The wicked 
shall suffer the Yiolenoe, which they 
threai^ed against others. 

3 openeth itnde 4i^—^ e. speaks incon-. 
siderately and wickedly. 
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THE PROVERBS. 



Chaptsb^ XIII.' 



4 The appetite of the sluggard longeth, and -hath liotfaiii^ ; - 
But the appetite of the active is fully satisfied. 

5 The righteous man hatetli falsehood; 

But the wickied man is loathsome, and cometh to ^hame. 

« Righteousness preserveth him, who is upr^ht in his way ; 
But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 

7 There is, whoaffecteth to be rich, yet hath nothing — 
Who affecteth to be poor, yet hath much substance. 

8 The ransom for a man''s life is his wealth ; 
But the poor man heareth no upbraidings. 

The light of the righteous ' shall rejoice; 
But the lamp of 'the wicked shall be extinguished. 

10 Only through pride is contention caused; 
But with the well-advised is wisdom. 

11 Substance dwindleth away sooner than a vapour; 

But he, who collecteth it into his own hands, will be rich. 

IS Hope deferred maketh the heart sick ; 

But the desire, which is come to pass, is a tree of life. 



4 ftHOy toHtJUd — ^Heb. tnadeftt. 

5 the wicked mafi— by speaking falsely. 

7 Compaze xii. 9. 

8 Although there may be occaaions 
upon which a xnan's wea^ may 
be of essential service to him, it 
ought, on the other hand, to be 
borne in mind, 'that the poor man 
has not to encounter the taunts of 

'envy. 

9 lights, e. prosperity.^ See Ps: xviii. 
28. and Note. 

- thaU refoice-^ e. shall shine clearly 



and brightly ; in other words, then: 
prosperity shall be great and lasting. 
9 lamp-JSee xx. 20. Note. 

11 Substance — i. e. if no care be taken 
to preserve it, nor industry used 
in adding to it The substance, 
especially referred to, is the produce 
of the soil. Compare ver. 23. and 
xxvu. 23— 27. 

_ vap&ur — ^which is quiddy dissipated. 

— collecteth S[C, — i. e. is himself tuctive 
in gathering iris com into store- 
houses^ and preserving it there. 

18 tree qfUfe^Compaie iii.l8. N6te. 



CHABTBJt XIII. 



THE PRQ¥£EBS. 
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13 He, who despiseth the word, shall be destroyed ; 

But he, who reverenceth the. commandment, shall be safe. 

u The teaching of a wise man is a fountain of living waters $ 
By it men, depart from the snares, of death. 

15 A good understanding gaineth favour; 
But the behaviour of transgressors is harsh. 

18 E v^ryi prudent man' acteth. with knowledge; 
But a fool spreadeth abroad his folly* 

17 A wicked messenger falleth into calamity; 
But a faithful ambassador is health. 

18 Poverty and disgrace befal him, who rejecteth instruction; 
But he, who regardeth rebuke, is held in honour. 

19 The desire, which is accomplished, is sweet to the soul; * 
Yet fools abhor departing from evil I 

90 .Walk with the wise, and thou shalt be wise; 
But the companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

SI Calamity pursueth sinners; 

But to the righteous, good shall be repaid. 



13 the vford-~o{ divine instruction. 

^ the c(ymmandme«t.~^ Gk)d. 

\\ fountain ^c. — Comp. x. 11. Note 1. 

15 Agoodunderttandlng — See Ps. cxi. 10. 

— ^i>OMr— See iiL 4. 

^ ihe hehavitmr — Heb. the way. 

^ ii harih^-^-and therefore is so far from 

conciliating the goodwill of others, 

that it creates dislike. 
10 with knowledge — ^i. e. deliberately and 

judiciously. 
17 fgttetii into cdktmity — i. e. will surely 

be puQished for being unfaithful to 

his trust. 



17 faithful 4c.-..See xxv. 13. 

19 fbolt abhor — Heb. (it is) the ahomi- 

nation of fools* 
— from evil — although the sure conse- 
quence of their continuing in their 
wicked course is disappointment. See 
X. 28. 

20 Walk with ^c. — i. e. Associate with 
them. 

21 Calamity — i.e. The mischief intend, 
ed by them against others. 

» good — ^the kindness shown by them 
to others* 
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THE PROVERBS. 



Chaptbb XIII; 



4 The appetite of tKe sluggard Idngeth, and halh liothirig ; - 
But the appetite of the active is fiilly ^tisfied. 

5 The righteous man hateth falsehood; 

But the ^dcked man is loathsome, and'cometh to ^hame. 

6 Righteousness preserveth him, who is upright in his way; 
But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 

7 There is, whoaflfecteth to be rich, yet hath nothings — 
Who aiFecteth to be poor, yet hath much substance. 

8 The ransom for a man's life is his wealth ; ' 
But the poor man heareth no upbraidings. 

9 The light of the righteous - shall rejoice; 

But the lamp of 'the wicked shall be extinguished. 

10 Only through pride is contention caused ; 
But with the well-advised is wisdom* 

11 Substance dwindleth away sooner than a vapour; 

But he, who collecteth it into his own hands, will be rich. 

12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick ; 

But the desire, which is come to pass, is ^a tree of life. 



4 fuUy 8aHtfied-~.Heb. madejht. 

5 Md wftoA:ei mafi—Jby speaking falsely. 

7 Compare xii. ;9. 

8 Although there may be ocicasions 
upon which .» man's .wea}.th .may 
be of essential servioe to him> it 
ought, on the other hand^ to be 
borne in -mind, 'that the poor man 
has not to encounter the taunts of 

'envy. 

9^ light--^. e. prosperity.' See Ps.' xviii. 
28. and Note. 

- lAo// refoke.^^ e. shaU shine clearly 



and brighUy ; in other words, 'their 
prosperity shall be great and lasting. 
9 tomp— Sec xx. 20. Note. 

II Substance — i. e. if no care be taken 
to preserve it, nor industry ' used 
in adding to it. The substance, 
' especially referred to, is £he ^lioduoe 
of ^e soO. Compare vet. 23. and 
xxvu. 23— 27. 

— vapour — ^which is quickly dissipated. 

_ collecteth ^, — i. e. is himself tictive 
in gathering his com into store- 
houses j and preserving it there. 

18 tree ^/»/e— Compare iii.l8. N6te. 
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13 He, who despiseth the word, shall be destroyed; ' 
But he, who reverenceth the. commandment, shall be safe. 

14 The teaching of a wise man is a fountain of living waters ; 
By it men. depart from the snares of death. 

15 A good understanding gaineth favour; 

But the behaviour of transgressors is harsh. 

18 Every! prudent man^ acteth with knowledge ; 
But a fool spreadeth abroad his folly. 

17 A wicked messenger falleth into calamity; 
But a faithful ambassador is health. 

18 Poverty and disgrace befal him, who rejecteth instruction; 
But he, who regardeth rebuke, is held in honour. 

19 The desire, which is accomplished, is sweet to the soul; ' 
Yet fools abhor departing from evil ! 

» -Walk with the wise, and thou shalt be wise ; 
But the companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

SI Calamity pursueth sinners; 

But to the righteous, good shall be repaid. 



13 the xpord—ot divine instruction. 

1~ the commandmcnU^ God. 

lA fountain ^c, — Comp. x. 11. Note 1. 

15 Agoodunderttanding — Seep8.cxi.l0. 

— ^vour— JSee iii. 4. 

.. the fteAatrtoMr— Heb. the way. 

-. if Aar«A— and therefore is so far from 

conciliating the goodwill of others, 

that it creates dislike. 
18 vnth knowledge — i. e. deliberately and 

judiciously. 
1.7 faUeOt into caiamity — i. e. will surely 

be pumshed for being unfuthful to 

his trust. 



17 faW^ul 4c.— See xxv. 13. 

19 Jholt ahhor — Heb. (it is) the ahomi. 

nation offooh, 
-. from «vlil— although the sure conse- 
quenoe of their continuing in their 
wicked course is disappointment. See 
X. 28. 

20 WaXk with j-c — i. e. Associate with 
them. 

21 Calamity — i. e. The mischief intend- 
ed by them against others. 

-. good-^itie kindness shown by them 
to others* 



H 



THB FROVEKBS. 



Chapter XIV: 



22 The good mau^s riches descend to his ichildren^s children; 
But the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just man. 

23 There is much food from the tilled land of the poor ; 
But there is, who is wasted away, for want of judgment. 

24 He, who keepeth back his rod, hateth his son; 
But he, who loveth .him, correcteth him early. 

25 The righteous man hath food to satisfy his appetite; 
But the belly of the wicked suffereth want. 

1 The wise woman buildeth her house; 

But the foolish woman overthroweth it with her hands. 

2 He, who walketh in uprightness, reverenceth Jehovah; 
But he, who is perverse in his ways, contemneth. Him. 

3 In the mouth of the fool is an insolent scourge; 
But the lips of the wise preserve them* 



22 The good man^s richef deaciend — Heb. 
The good man makelh to inherit. 
See Ps. xxxvii. 25, 37- 

— the wealth S[C, — Compaxe xxviii. 8. 
<< Though he heap up silver as the 
dust, and prepare raiment as the 
day; he may prepare it, but the 
just shall put it on, and the inno-i 
cent shall divide the silver/' Job 
xxvii. 16, 17. 

23 tilled land — which is cultivated with 
attention and good management. 

^ there m, teho U toasted away — i. e. 

there are those, whose circumstances 

are brought low. 
-' Judgment — i. e. skill and care in the 

labours of husbandry. 

24 hateth — i.e. behaves as though he 
hated* Compare viii. 36. and Note* 

— corrected him early — L e. before he 
has formed ^any vicious habits, and 
while ^erefore there exists the best 



hope of reclaiming him from th« etroc 
of his ways. 
25 hath food — Heb. eaieih. See ' Ps. 
xxxiv. 9, 10. 

Chapter XIV. 

1 buildeth S[C. — i.e. maintains her fa^ 
mily in comfort and peace. See 
xxiv. 3, 4. 

2 in uprightness — Heb. in his uprt^ht- 
ness. See Ps. xviii. 23. Note. 

3 scourge — Heb. stick, i.e. his un- 
bridled tongue. '' Come and let us 
smite him with the tongue.'* Jer. 
xviii. 18. 

— th^ lips of the wise — i. e. the discre^ 
tion, which governs their whole con- 
versation, and their uniform care not 
to provoke or offend. 
"preserve tliem-^irom falling by 
"the rage of their (own) tongue/' 
Hosea vii. 16. 
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4 Where thare are no oxen, the stall is clean; 

But there is great increase by the strength of the ox. 

5 A faithful witness lieth not; 

But a false witness poureth forth lies. 

6 The scoffer seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not; 
But knowledge is easy to the man of understanding. 

7 Go from the presence of a foolish man, 

In whom thou perceivest not the lips of knowledge. 

8 The wisdom of the prudent man lieth in discerning his way ; 
But the folly of fools, in deceit. 

9 Fools scoff at a charge of guilt ; 
But with the upright is favour. 

10 The heart knoweth its own bitterness, 
And no stranger intermeddleth with its joy. 

11 The house of the wicked shall be destroyed; 
But the tent of the upright shall flourish. 



4 This pKoept shews the importanoe 
of good husbandry in order to an 
abundant harvest. The ox was em- 
ployed^ not only to plough the fields, 
but also to carry home the crop and 
tread out the coni. 

6 u easy to — i. e. is readily discoTerable 
by &c. 

5 The attention of a truly wise man 
is entirely occupied in ascertaining 
that conduct which his duty requires 
him to pursue, while the arts of 
ftsud and deceit engross the polluted 
minds of the wicked. 

9 scoff" S[C. — i.e. make light of any 
accusation brought against them, 
and by ridiculing the idea of rendering 
satisfaction fbi the wrongs which 



they have done, become odious in 
the sight of Ood and good men. 
9 favour — i. e. By the integrity of his 
life a good man conciliates the favour 
of his Maker and his fellow-crea- 
tuves. 

10 The heart can alone be fully Acquaint- 
ed with its own joys and sorrows. 

11 In this verse the conditions of the 
families of the wicked and the good 
are contrasted. An opposition was 
probably intended between the house 
of the one and the tent of the other ; 
the former, from its materials and 
construction, giving an idea of per- 
manency, the latter appearing weak 
and likely to be but of short dura- 
tion. 



46 THE PROYERSS: CflAPTEH XIV. 

12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a maai; 
But it endeth in the ways of death! 

13 Even by laughter the heart is made sorrowful. 
And the end of mirth is grief* 

14 The perverse of heart shall be filled with his own ways ; 
And from himself shall the good man be satisfied. 

15 The simple man believeth every word; 
But the prudent man considereth his steps. 

ijs The wise man feareth, and departeth. from evil; 
But the fool transgresseth, and is confident. 

17 He, who is soon angry, will do foolishly. 
And the man of wicked devices will be hated. 

18 The simple possess folly; 

But the prudent, are crowned with knowledge. 

19 The evil bow before the good, 

Yea the wicked,, at the gates of the righteous man. 

20 Even by his own neighbour is the poor man hated; 
But the friends of the rich man are many. 

21 He, who despiseth his neighbour, sinneth; 
But happy is he, who is kind to the needy ! 



12 See xii. 16. Ireadily to any adviser, teho would 

13 by laughter — -i. e. by immoderate joy. sednce him from the path of duty. 
" I said of laughter, It is mad ; 16 feareth—^ anger of God. 

and of mirth, what doth itP*' £c. is pogsest foUy — and will suffer all, the 

des. ii. 2. *^ Sorrow is better than evil consequences of it. 

laughter; for, by the sadness of 19 at ike gates ^c— as humble sup- 

the comitenance, the heart is made pUants for his favour. 

, heitter." Ecdes. vii. 3. 90 hated— i, e. held in little esteem and 

15 helieveth every «ror<2 — i.e. listens avoided. 
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39 Do not thej nusa thdr end^ 
Who devise evil? 

And are not loving-kindness and truth shown 
To those, who devise good? 

23 In all labour there is profit; 

But the words of the lips tend only to want. 

24 Their wealth is as a crown to the wise; 
But the folly of fools is folly. 

25 A true witness delivereth lives; 

But a deceitful witness poureth forth lies. 

s6 In the reverence of Jehovah is strong confidence; 
Yea, to his children there shall be a place of refuge. 

» 

27 The reverence of Jehovah is a fountain of living waters ; 
By it men depart from the snares of death. 

88 In a numerous people consisteth the glory of a king; 
But the want of subjects is the destruction of a prince. 

29 He, who is slow to anger, is of great understanding; 
But he, who is of a hasty spirit, displayeth his folly. 

30 A sound heart giveth health to the flesh; 
But envy is the rottenness of the bones. 



82 mut ^teir end — Heb. wander (from 

the object which they had proposed 
• to themselves). For the interxoga- 

tlve, foim of the sentence consult 

Ps. xiv. 4. . Note 1. 
.— . hving^indnes* ^(u^-^Scs uL 3. and 

Note. Consult also 2 Sam. xv. 20. 

23 From honest employment of every 
kind there result^ advant^gei but- he, 
who spends his time in talking mere«> 
ly, will derive from thence no benefit, 

24 Jlieir wealth 4;<7.«-i,e.' They make 



80 proper an use of their wealth, that 
it redounds to their credit and honour. 

24 is foUy — i. e. remains, • under all cir- 
■ cumstances, whether they, be po(^ or 

rich, of the same.chamcter. 

25 poureth forth ,lifi9 — ^th^^y . bringing, 
the lives of theinnoeent iotto jeopardy. 

i6 to his children*^. Cm ^ to th^ ^diildren 
^ of the. man who revemwes Jehovah* 

29 displayeth-^^Bh* - exalteth (so as to 
render conspicuous). 

30 rottenness 4fc.«— See xii. 4. and Note. 
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31 He, who oppresseth a poor man, reproacheth bis Mak^; 
But he, who is kind unto the needy, honoured Him. 

32 In his calamity, the wicked man is thrust down; 
But the righteous man hath hope, even in death. 

33 Wisdom quietly abideth in the heart of the wise man; 
But that which is in fools is made known. 

34 Righteousness exalteth a people; 
But sin is a disgrace to nations. 

35 The king^s favour is towards a prudent servant; 

But his wrath shall be against him, who causeth shame. 

1 A mild answer tumeth away wrath; 
But harsh words raise anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise maketh knowledge pleasing; 
But the mouth of fools poureth forth folly. 

3 The eyes of Jehovah are in every place. 
Observing wicked men and good ! 

4 Tne healing of the tongue is a tree of life; 
But perverseness therein breaketh the spirit. 



31 hit Maker — i. e. the God who not 
only fint created, but placed the 
poor man in his lowly condition. 

32 In hit calanUty j-c — i.e. Under any 
of the afflictions which befal him, 
the wicked man has no support. 

— even in death — Heb. in hit death. 
Compare Ps. xvii. 16. and Note 1. 

33 quietly ahidetk—Le. is not forward 
in displaying itself, but reserves 
itself fat proper occasions. 

— it made known — i.e. They rashly 
give utterance, at all times, to their 
thoughts. . See xii. 16; zxix. 11. 

35 a pmdent sfrvant-^, e. one who acts 



discreetly, and thus brings the affairs, 
entrusted to him, to a successful istoe. 

35 tfiame — the consequence of failure 
and disappointment. 

Chapter XV. 

4 To recommend the allaying of differ- 
ences and the restoration of harmony, 
is to contribute, in a most important 
manner, to the general good; whik- 
evil-speaking is sure to produce dis- 
content, and destroy the comfort and 
happiness of mankind. 

.- tree oflifs-JSee iiL 18. Note. 

— breaketh the tpirit—^Heh, (is) a 
breaking in the tpirit. 
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5 A fool contemneth the correction of his father ; . 
But he, who r^ardeth rebuke, is prudent. 

6 In the house of the rishteous man is much substance; 
But in the revenues of the wicked man there is trouble. 

7 The lips of the wise spread abroad knowledge; 
But the heart of fools is not right. 

8 The sacrifice of the wicked is the abomination of Jehovah ; 
But the prayer of the upright is acceptable unto Him. 

9 The way of the wicked is the abomination of Jehovah ; 
But him, who followeth after righteousness, He loveth. 

10 Sore correction shall be to him, who forsaketh the way; 
He, who hateth rebuke, shall die. 

11 The grave, yea the regions of death are before Jehovah; 
How much more the hearts of the sons of men ! 

12 A scoffer loveth not one, who rebuketh him. 
Nor doth he go unto the wise. 



6 much subttance^ — from which he de- 
rives 8atii£Eu^oii and comfort, by 
making a proper use of it. 

7 is not right — and therefore no 
good instruction proceeds from' it. 

' '^ Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.** Matt, 
xii. 34. 

8 However costly sacrifices may be, 
yet, if offered by those who lead 
wicked lives, they are odious in the 
sight of God; while the prayer alone 
of the good man, even although 
unattended by any offering, is gra- 

' ciously accepted by Him. Upon 
those who had been led to set a high 
value on the outward observances of 
the Mosaic law, the spiritual charac- 



ter of this proverb was calculated to 
produce a great effect. 

10 t?ie way — i.e. the paths of trueieligion. 
— hateth rebuke — i.e. when chastened, 

shows an intractable disposition. 
See xii. 1. and Note 1. 

11 are before — i. e. are penetrated by Hlii 
all-seeing eye. ^' Hell (i.e. the grave) 
is naked before him, and destruction 
(i.e. the regions of death) hath no 
covering." Job xxvi. 6. 

12 laueth fiot— i.e. abhors. See Ps-cxix. 
85. Note 2. 

~ ^or doth he go unto 4;c.— i. e. neither 
doth a scoffer resort unto the teachers 
of wisdom, through any desire of 
profiting by their good advice and 
instructions. 
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13 A joyous heart maketh a pleasant countenance; 

But by the sorrow of the heart the spirits are broken. 

14 The heart of the man of understanding seeketh knowledge; 
But the mouth of fools feedeth upon folly. 

15 Though all the days of the poor man are evil. 

Yet he, who is of a cheerful heart, hath a continual feast. 

16 Better is a little, with the reverence of Jehovah, 
Than much treasure, and trouble therewith. 

17 Better is a dinner of herbs, where there is love. 
Than the stalled ox, and hatred therewith. 

18 A passionate man exciteth contention; 

But he, who is slow to anger, appeaseth strife. 

19 The way of the sluggard is as a hedge of thorns; 
But the path of the upright is smooth. 

20 A wise son gladdeneth his father; 

But a foolish man holdeth his mother in contempt. 

SI Folly is joy to the man, void of understanding; 

But the man of discernment is careful to walk uprightly. 



14 feedeth upon JbUy — having no rdish 

for the precepts of wisdom. 

15 Great as undoubtedly are the trials 
to which the poor man is exposed, 
yet he is not denied the luxury 
which inward peace, contentment, 
and cheerfulness of heart resulting 
from these, can bestow. 

16 with the reference of Jehovah-sad 
. that inward peace and freedom from 

disquietude which flow from thence. 
See L 33. 

17 ttaOetULe. fhttenei. This proverb 
acquhes additional force from the 



ordinary mode of living amongst 
those to whom it was addressed by 
Solomon. Animal food was highly 
prized, and rarely met with, except 
at the tables of the opulent. 

19 as a hedge ^c.-^i.e. as if he were 
waUdng through briars. The mean- 
ing is, that every thing, requiring 
effort, becomes punful and uneasy to 
him who indulges in slothful habits. 

— it tmoothm—Heh. (is) a hightoay, i.e. 
a path so formed as to be easy to the 
foot of the traveller. 

21 ,/oy— Cknnpaze x. 23. 



Chapter XV. 



THE PEOVERBS. 



51 



» Devices are frustrated, where there is no counsel; 
But by a multitude of counsellors they are established. 

93 A man hath joy by the answer of his mouth, 
And a word in due season, how pleasant is it ! 

S4 The prudent man hath the path of life, leading upwards. 
So that he departeth from the pit beneath. 

25 Jehovah uprooteth the house of the proud; 
But He fixeth firmly the land-mark of the widow. 



96 The devices of evil men are the abomination of Jehovah; 
But the words of the pure are words of pleasantness. 

97 He, who seeketh unjust gain, harasseth bis household; 
But he, who hateth gifts, shall live. 

ft The heart of the wise man meditateth upon his answer; 
But the mouth of the wicked poureth forth evil things. 

39 Jehovah is far from the wicked; 

But He hearkeneth unto the prayer of the righteous. 



Si Compare xi. 14. 

83 hath joy 4rc.^The man, who gives 
good advice, derives from thence no 
inconsiderBble satisfaction. 

— a word jv.-^t is a gratifying cir- 
cumstance, to witness the good effects 
of any counsel which we have oppor- 
tunely given. 

24 The wise pursue a path insuring to 
them a continuance of life and hap- 
piness, which, being directly opposed 
to the path leading down to the grave, 
is said " to lead upwards." 

S6 Jixeth firmly jv. — ^i. e. maintains her 
right against the violence of every 
aggressor. 

20 wordt of pleatanine4s^^i*e* are re- 



garded with fiivour by the Almighty. 
Compare ver. 8. 

27 harasseth ^c. — i.e. by his wicked 
artifices is sure to involve his family 
in trouble. 

— ?ufieih gifU—'i. e. firmly refuses to 
give or receive any bribe for per- 
verting the course of justice. 

28 meditateth ^. — Heb. meditateth to 
aturper. i.e. he does not speak un- 
advisedly. 

_ poureth forth — i. e. abundantly, and 
without the slightest regard to their 
mischievous consequences. 
• 29 ^r— 1. e. so as neither to listen to 
their cry, nor to afford them any 
assistance when they caU upon Him. 
' Compare Ps. zviiL 41. 
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30 As the light of the eyes gladdenedi the heart, 
So do good tidings recruit the frame. 

31 The ear, which heai-keneth to the rebuke of life, 
Abideth With the wise. 

32 He, who refuseth correction, valueth not his life ; 
But he, who heareth rebuke, acquireth understanding. 

S3 The reverence of Jehovah instructeth in wisdom; 
And before honour is humility. 

1 To man belongeth the preparation of the heart; 

» 

But from Jehovah is the answer of the tongue. 

2 All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes ; 
But Jehovah weigheth the spirit. 

3 Entrust unto Jehovah thy doings, 
And thy devices shall be established. 



30 tlie light of the eyet — i. e. the sense 
of seeing. 

— recruit the fiame^Ueh. make fat the 
bone*. See xxv. 25. 

31 rehuke of lif e^i.t. salutary reproof. 

— with — Heb. amongst. 

32 vaiueth not — i. e. acts as if he valued 
not. Compare Tiii. 36. and Note 2. 

33 instructeth in wisdom — Heb. (is) the 
instruction of wisdom^ i.e. without 
this fear of God, the first elements 
of wisdom cannot be attained' to. See 
i. 7* and ix. 10. 

'-' before honour S[;c. — i. e. lowliness of 
mind is the best preparation for 
honour and distinction. Agreeably 
to this, our Saviour assures us that 
<' he, that shall humble himself, shall 
be exalted." Matth. xxiii. 12. 

Chapter XVI. 
I Although by the ordinary use of his 



natural faculties, a man may delibe- 
rate and determine upon the means, 
which he will employ for the attain- 
ment of any end, yet the successful 
issue of all his endeavours will still 
depend upon the good pleasure of 
God. Compare ver. 9. 

2 AU the 4'C— i* e. Evoy man endea- 
vours to justify his conduct to his 
own mind, and usually with success. 

— the spirit — Heb. spirits* i.e. the 
hearts of men. The great Searcher 
of hearts not only has regard to the 
action itself, but takes account also 
of the secret motive and intention, 
from which it springs. 

3 Entrust unto — Heb. Devolve upon. 
Solomon here recommends us, in all 
our undertakings, to impl(»e the 
blessing of God, and to leave tite 
issue in His hands. 
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4 Jehovah hath made every thing for His own purposes, 
Yea, even the wicked man for the day of calamity. 

5 Every one, proud of heart, 

Is the abomination of Jehovah ; 
Though hand be joined to hand. 
He shall not be held guiltless. 

6 Through loving-kindness and truth, iniquity is forgiven. 
And through reverence of Jehovah, men depart from evil. 

2 When the ways of a man are acceptable unto Jehovah, 
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

8 Better is a little with righteousness, 
Than great revenues without justice. 

9 The heart of man deviseth his way; 
But Jehovah establisheth his steps. 

10 The sentence of a diviner is upon the lips of the king; 
His mouth transgresseth not in judgment. 



4 Tufth madC' — to be an instrument in 
His hands, as an artificer fabricates 
a tool to assist him in his work. 

— fir His own purposei-~~ Heb. becaute 

of Hinuelf. 

— the wicked man ^. — Le. As the 
«« teeth of wild beasts and scorpions, 
serpents and the sword** are ordained 
for the ^'punishing of the wicked 
to destruction;" so also tyrannous 
and cruel men are raised up to be 
the scourges of guilty nations. Thus, 
the Almighty sends " the Assyrian, 
the rod of his anger," " against a 
hypocritical nation." Isal. x. 6, 6. 
Compare also Ps. xvii. 13, 14. 

.. the day of calamity — i.e. the day of 
God*8 vengeance upon evil doers, 



especially as displayed in natioiud 
judgments. 

6 Though hand ^c, — Ckmipaie xL 21. 
Note. 

6 lovingJcindneit and truth m^ue» of 
Ood. Compaze Ps. Lxxviii. 38. and 
Ps. Lxxix. 9. and Prov. xiv. 22. 

— reverence — The attributes, mentioned 
in the preceding line, especially lead 
the penitent sinner to reverence Ood, 
and in consequence to depart from 
evil. Compare Ps. cxxx. 4 — ^^ and 
Ps. lL 13. Note. 

8 without justice ~-»i,e» unjustly ac- 
quired. 

9 Compaze ver. 1. 

10 T?te sentence qf a diviner — Heb. Z)t- 
vination. Since ^^the powers, that 
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11 A just balance and scales are the appointment of Jehovah^ 
All the weights of the bag are His work. 

12 The doing of wickedness is the abomination of kings^ 
For by righteousness the throne is established. 

13 Righteous lips are acceptable unto kings, 
And they love him, who speaketh right things. 

14 The wrath of the king is like messengers of death; 
But a wise man appeaseth it. 

15 In the light of the king^s countenance is life, 

And his favour is like a cloud, bringing the latter rain. 

16 How much better is it to acquire wisdom than fine goldf 
Yea, the acquisition of understanding is preferable to silver t 

17 The upright find a safe path in departing from evil; 
He, who observeth his way, guardeth his life. 



be, are ordained of God," the deci- 
sions of pious rulers ought to be 
regarded as framed with more than 
ordinary divine assistance, and are 
consequently entitled to a peculiar 
degree of respect and reverence. 

11 are the appointmetU of Jehovah — 
Heb. (belong) unto Jehovah, 

-^ AU the weightt 4*c.— With the Is- 
raelites, weights and measures were 
prescribed by Qod. '' Just balances, 
just weights, a just ephah, and a just 
bin, shall ye have : I am the Lord 
your God, which brought you out of 
the land of Egypt.'* Lev. xix. 36. 

IS ofkingt~-i.e, of such kings as duly 
consider to whom they are answer- 
able for the exercise of their au- 
thority. 

13 Righteotu Upt ^ Thus David 

(Ps. ci. 6.) declares that ^' his eyes 
are towards the faithful in the land ;** 



and on the other hand (Ps. eL 7*) 
that ''he, who speaketh lies, is not 
established in his sight.'* * 

13 kingtSee Note ver. 12. 

14 T?ie wrath j-c. — Notwithstanding 
the anger of one, high in authority, 
is a sure foreruimer of evil, yet men 
often venture to provoke the resent* 
ment of the powerful; but a wise 
man endeavours to disarm it. 

15 bringing the latter rain — Heb. ofVtc^ 
latter rain. In Palestine there are 
but two rainy seasons in the course 
of the year. The '' Utter rain** fidla 
in the spring, not long before the 
time of harvest in that country. It 
refreshes the parched fields, and upon 
it the fruitfulness of the season in 
great measure depends. 

17 The upright ^c, — Heb. The highway 
of the upright (is) to depart from 
wickcdnett. 
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•18 Pride is before destruction^ 

And haughtiness of spirit before a fall. 

i» Better is it to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, 
Than to share the spoil with the proud. 

90 He, who is prudent in a matter, shall have success. 
And happy is he, who trusteth in Jehovah ! 

n The wise of heart shall be called intelligent. 
And sweetness of lips increaseth learning. 

S2 Understanding is a spring of living waters to its possessors; 
' But the instruction of fools is folly. 

83 The heart of the wise man instructeth his mouth, 
Yea, it addeth learning to his lips. 

84 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb — 
Sweetness to the sense, and soundness to the frame. 

85 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; 
But it endeth in the ways of death! 

96 He, who laboureth, laboureth for himself. 
For his mouth urgeth him. 

97 A worthless man contriveth mischief. 

And upon his lips there is as it were a burning fire. 



18 See XT. 33. and xviii. 12. 

90 it prudenU^t. acts upon the prin- 
ciples of true wisdom. 

— have tuceef ju- .Heb. find good* 

21 increateth learning — l.e. Eloquence 
gives an additional value to learning, 
by famishing the means of diffiising 
it. 

sa spring — Compare x. 11. Note 1. 

24 Pleasant words — i. e. Agieeable 
and instructive discourse is both 



delightful and salutary. 
24 the frame~~Ueh. the hones. Allu- 
sion is here made to the use of honey 
in medicine. 

26 his mouth~~i.e, the craving of his 
appetite. '^ All the labour of man is 
for his mouth." Ecdes. vi. 7* 

27 contriveth — Heb. diggeth out (as a 
pit for the purpose of taking the 
innocent). 

-. a (wniing- ^re— which destroys the 
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28 A perverse man spreadeth contention, 
And a whisperer separateth friends. 

29 A man of violence enticeth his neighbour, 

And leadeth him into a way which is not good. 

30 He, who closeth his eyes, deviseth perverse things; 
He, who moveth his lips, accomplisheth evil. 

31 A brilliant crown is the hoary head. 
Which is found in the way of righteousness. 

32 He, who is slow to anger. 

Is better than the mighty warrior; 
And he, who ruleth his spirit. 
Than he, who taketh a city. 

33 The lot is cast into the lap, 

. But the whole decision thereof is from Jehovah. 

1 Better is a morsel of dry bread, and peace therewith, 
Than a house full of banquets with strife. 

2 A prudent servant ruleth over a son, who causeth shame, 
Yea, with brethren he shareth the inheritance. 



reputation of his neighbour. ^' The 
tongue is a fire." James iii. 6. 

28 a whisperer — See xi. 13. and Note 2. 

29 enticeth^-See i. 10. 

-^ not good — See Ps. cxix. 85. Note 2. 

30 closeth — for the purpose of deep me- 
ditation. 

— deviseth — Heb. (doeth it) for the 
devising of, 

— moveth — i.e. without speaking aloud. 

— accomplisheih evil — ^i. e. pictures in 
his own mind his plans of mischief. 

31 The wisdom, derived from experience, 
is as highly becoming to the aged, 
as are vigour and strength to the 
young. *' Days should speak, and 



multitude of years should teach wis- 
dom." Job xxxii. 7. Compare also 
XX. 29. 

33 1M lap—l e. of the peismi appoint- 
ed to decide. 

— from Jehovah — i.e. Under ihe con- 
troul of God, although to human eyes 
the result may appear altogether 
casuaL 

Chaftek XVIL 

1 banquets with strifi^Ueh. feasts of 
strife. 

2 withhrethren — Ueh.amongstlfrethren. 
i. e. with the difi^rent ihembers of the 
femily which he has served. 
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3 The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; 
But Jehovah is the searcher of hearts. 

4 A wicked man listeneth to the lips of iniquity; 
A liar hearkeneth to the tongue of wickedness. 

5 He, who scoffeth at the poor man, reproacheth his Maker ; 
He, who rejoiceth at calamity, shall not be held guiltless. 

6 Children'^s children are the crown of the aged ; 
And their fathers, the glory of sons. 

7 Excellent speech becometh not a fool, 
Much less do lying lips become a prince. 

8 A gift is a precious stone in the eyes of him, who taketh it; 
Whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth. 

9 He, who concealeth offences, seeketh love; 

But he, who repeateth a matter, separateth friends. 

10 Rebuke penetrateth deeper into a man of understanding. 
Than a hundred stripes into a fool. 

11 The rebellious man seeketh only evil, 

Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent forth against him 



4 U$ttne(h 4|t;.--i.e. leadily, because 
they speiik things suitable to his 
own depiaTed dispositioii. 

5 hit Make r S ee xiv. 31. Note. 

- at ca/l(im%— -Le. at the calamities 
which be&l others. 

.- held guiUkst-Set vi. 29. Note. 

6 children — Comp. Ps. czxvii. cxxviii. 

- the glory — <' the glory of a man is 
from the honour of his father.** 
Ecclus. iii. 11. 

7 ExceUefU 9peech.m~lie\i, the lip of 
excellency. 



7 becometh not— because it is utterly 
unsuited to his general character. 

8 it protpereth^-Le. it wins the favour 
of the person to whom it is ofiexed. 

9 teeketh j-c— i. e. pursues that course 
which tends to difiiise mutual cha- 
rity and benevolence. 

10 Rehuke^-jeven when not accompanied 
by any chastisement. 

11 The rehettiout man — i.c he who 
resists the authority of Ood and man. 

— sent fbrih^'-to inflict upon him the 
utmost severity of punishment. 



H 
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12 !Let a bear, bereaved of its young, meet a man, ' 
Rather than a fool in his folly. 

13 As for him, who returneth evil for good-:— 
Evil shall. not depart from his house! 

14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water, 
, Therefore before contention breaketh out, abandon it. 

15 He, who acquitteth the wicked man, 
And he, who condemneth the just man — 
Both these are the abomination of Jehovah. 

16 What meaneth this ? a price in the hand of a fool ? 
Doth he think to purchase wisdom. 

Although he hath no understanding.^ 

17 A friend loveth at all times. 

And a brother is bom lor the season of distress. 

18 A man, void of understanding, striketh hands; 

• '••■'. 

He becometh a surety in the presence of his neighbour. 

19 He, who loveth offence, loveth quarrels; 
He, who raiseth high his gate, seeketh ruin. 



12 hereaved^^-^and <m this account greatly 
exasperated. " I will meet them as 
a bear that is bereayed of her whelps, 

* and will rend the caul of their heart.'* 
Hoisea xiii. 8. 

— in hit fiUy—Xt. when his unruly 
passions are most excited. 

\4t hreaketh otf<— Heb. heatmeth em^ 
' broikd, i. e. bursts forth into open 
violence. 

16 Solomon here teaches us that wealth 
will not obtain for its possessor ad- 
mission into those paths of wisdom, 
which are'frequented only by the just. 



17 A friend 4*<^— i.e. A true friend, 
uniformly and under ' aU circum- 
stances, shows affection. 

— Jbr {he tedton of dittres* — ^Heb. ffr 

dittrets, i.e. when the a£fettionate 
attention of a brother is most wanted. 

18 ttrikeih handt-SeeyL 1. Note 2. 

— in the' presence ^c— 1. e. before a 
witness, which makes this a delibe- 
rate act and binding upon the surety. 

19 hveth qfftnce — ^L e. shows 'a disposi- 
tion to ofiend others. 

~ raiseth high—Aom feelihgs of pride 
and ostentation. 
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20 He, who is of a froword heart, shall not have success; 
Yea he, who is perverse of tongue, shall fall into calamity. 

21 A fool causeth grief to him who begot him ; < 
Yea, the father of the impious man hath no joy. 

2s A glad heart is a ^ood medicine; 

But a broken spirit drieth up the bones. 

23 The. wicked man taketh a bribe out of his lap. 
To pervert the ways of judgment. 

24 Wisdom is before the face of the man of iinderstanding ; 
But the eyes of a fool' are in the .ends of the earth. 

25 A foolish son is a sorrow to his father, 
And bitterness to her, who bare him. 

26 Moreover, to impose a fine upon the righteous is not good, 
Nor to smite great men for their rectitude. 

27 He, who restraineth his 'words, is imbued with knowledge; 
He, who is sparing of his speech, is ^ man of discretion. 

28 Even a fbol, who is silent, may be accounted wise ; 
He, who closeth his lips, is a prudent man. ; 

1 He, who separateth himself, seeketh his own desire, 
He disputeth against all sound wisdom. 



21 impums ntan. — Heb. fool, See Ps. 
xiv. 1. ^ote. 

— hath nojop — i. e. has abundant cause 

of jBQRDW. 

22 u(^gQod^medicine^^^lieh. makethgood 
. .a medicine. 

^ drieth, up the bonet-^. e. causes the 

whole frame to waste away. 
24 h0re ike face~J&e» xiv. 6. 
-.- are in the ends j^c...^. e. . waad^ far 



and wide without discovering wisdom. 
2G not good — See Ps. cxix. 85. Note 2. 
27 of his speech — Heb. of breath. 

Chapter XVIII. 

1 ieparateth himself — i. e. , withdraws 
from the society of other men. 

- seeketh his own x/€«ire.-~i.e. aims at 
the indulgence of his own wayward 
fancy. 
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s A fool delighteth not in discretion; 
But rather, in revealing his mind. 

3 When a wicked man cometh, there cometh also contempt, 
Yea, disgrace and reproach. 

4 The words of a man^s lips are deep waters — 
A copious stream — a fountain of wisdpm. 

5 It is not good to accept the persons of the wicked, 
So as to defeat the righteous in the decision, 

6 .The lips of the fool enter into contention, 
And his mouth calleth for strokes. 

7 The mouth of the fool is destruction unto him. 
And his lips are the snare of his life. 

The words of a talebe^er are like dainties, 
For they descend into the inmost parts, 

9 Moreover, he, who is slothful in his work. 

Is brother to him, who squandereth wastefully, 

10 The name of Ji;hovah is a tower of strength ! 
The righteous man runneth unto Him, and is safe^ 



8 



1 dUputeth agaimt — i. e. .is ever leady 
to oppose. 

2 revealing ^c, — i.e, in esiposing the 
folly of his heart, particularly by 
giving utterance to all his thoughts. 

» mind-^. Heb. ?ieart. 

3 The evil consequences to any person, 
flowing from fellowship with the 
wicked, are here pointed out. Cqm^ 
pare xi. 2 and Note. 

4 Compare x. 11. Note 1. . 

5 accept the personi-^S&^ Ps* Lxxxii. 
2. and Note. 



to defiat tfte righteous — Heb. to make 

the righteous decUne, 
^ in the decision^-~jo{ their cause. 
6 his fnouth jfc. — i. e. he invites ch||8« 

tisement by the follies which he 

utters. 
8 descend §;c, — i.e. they are too oft^ 

receive^ with avidity by those, \o 

whom they are addressed, and 

who <' drink iniquity like water.'* 

Job XV. 16. 
«. the inmost parts-^Heh, the chatftbcrs 
'. of the belly* 
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11 The . substance of the rich man is his strong city. 
Yea, it is like a lofty wall, in his own imagination. 

IS Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty; 
But before honour is humiUty. 

13 As for him, who retumeth answer before he hath heard— 
This is folly and reproach unto him. 

14 The spirit of a man can sustain his infirmity ; 
But a bruised spirit, who can bear? 

15 The heart of a man of understanding acquiretb knowledge, 
And the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge. 

16 The gift of a man maketh room for him, 

And conducteth him into the presence of the. great. 

17 He, who pleadeth his cause the first, appeareth just; 
But another entereth, and searcheth him out. 

18 The lot causeth contentions to cease, 
And parteth asunder the mighty. 

19 An injured brother is harder to be won than a strong city. 
Yea, their contentions are like the bars of a citadel. 



12 B^re dertructioH l^c— i.e. Pride to 
the forenuiiier of destrucdon. 

— hefbre Ao«o«r— See xv. 33. Note 2. 

13 This — i.e. Such conduct. 

» reproadi^^i. e. a just ground of ve- 
proach. 

14 hit in^rmitif^ — i.e. all outwaid afflic- 
tions and bodily sufferings. 

*- a bmued tpiriU~A mind deeply af- 
fected with a sense of guilt and re- 
morse. 

16 The gift of a ffiafi..^i. e. A present 
offered by any one. 



16 fnaketh roomjbr Atm— 4.e. removes 
any obstroction to his progress. 

17 pleadeth his cause tfte ^rst^^Beb. is 
first in his cause* 

m^ appeareth just-^Heh. (ia) jusL i.e. 
seems to have justice on his side. 

— another — Heb. hisfeSUm, i.e. he who 
is opposed to the fonner in the cauK. 

— searcheth him o ut ^< i. e. puts to the 
test the troth of his allegations. 

18 the mighty ~-^L e. fierce combatants. 

19 their couteniions-^'lleb. contentions. 
i. e. quaoels - between such near 



62 



THE . proverbs: 



C|IAfT£R.XIX. 



20 With the fniit of a man's mouth. is his bdly filled; 
He is filled with the/produce, of his lips. 

21 Death, and life are in the power of the tongue; > 

And every one, who loveth it, shall eat the fruit thereof. 

82 He, who obtaineth a wife, obtaineth a. blessing. 
Yea, he receiveth favour from. Jehovah. 

23 The poor man useth supplications. 
But the rich man answereth harshly. 

<S4 A man, who hath many associates, will bis ruined; 

Yet there isa^friend, who sticketh ' closer than a brother. 

1 Better is a poor man, who walketh in integrity^ 
Than he, who isfroward of lips, for he is a fool. 

2 Moreover, that the mind be without knowledge is not good ; 
He also, who hasteth with his feet, will make a false step. 



relatives are as great obstacles to 
reconciliation and kindness, as bolts 
and bars are to admission into a 
citadel. 

20 The meaning of this proverb may be 
briefly expressed in the' language of 
our blessed Lord: ^^By thy words 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou sh^t.be condemned.** 
Matth. xii. 37. Compare also xiv. 
14. 

21 power — Heb. hand. 

*«. Uyoeth it — i.e. indulges his tongue 
in ^'much speaking.** See x. 19. 
' Clompare also xxi. 23. 

— ^ fruit — i. e. the pernicious fruit. 
22. a toife — "And the Lord God said; 

It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him an help 

- .(fneet for .htm,** Gen. ii. 18. 
^ a bkssinff^^Hth* ffood. 



24 will he ruined^^Heb. will be hrokett 
to pieces, i. e. is Certain to-suifer from 
his expensive mode of living. Com- 
pare xxi. 17* 

— sticketh^ closer — i.e. the tie of friend, 
ship is, in some cases, even stronger 
than that of natural affection. Com» 

pare xviL I7. 

■ . J 

. Ohaptsb. XIX. 

1 in integrity — Heb. in his integrity. 
See xiv.. 2. Note. 

- 7%a«Ji#.^c.--Le. than one, idio 
gets wealth by artful misrepresen- 
tations. 

- a fo6L—L e. His cunning wiB even- 
tually bring about his ruin. 

2 m)t good — See Ps. cxix. 86. Note 2. 

- hasteth ^c, — i.e. acts without prbpdr 
deliberation. 

- make ^c. — i.e. fall into error aUd'sin. 
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3 The folly of a man perverteth his way, 

And then his heart is indignant against Jehovah ! 

4 Wealth maketh many friends; 

But from the poor man, his neighbour standeth aloof. 

5 A false witness shall not be held guiltle«8. 

Nor shall he, who poureth forth lies, be delivered. 

6 Many propitiate the favdur of a prince, 

And every one is the friend of him; who giveth presents. 

7 All the brethren of the poor man hiite him; 

How much more will his friends go far away from himi 
He pursueth them with words; 
They pay no regard! 

8 He, who acquireth understanding, loveth himself; 
He, who observeth prudence, will attain success. 

9 A false witness shall not be held guiltless; 
He, who poureth forth lies, shall perish. 

10 Splendid luxury graceth not a fool; 

' Much less should a slave rule over princes. 



'3 Against the same rash and wlck^ 
conduct which is here condemned, 
the Apostle remonstrates, when he 
says, ^' Let no man say, when he is 
tempted, I am tempted of God.** 
Jam. i. 13. 

4 But from ^, — Heb. But the poor 
man it separated from hit neighbour. 

5 tfe delivered — L e. escape the punish« 
ment, about to be inflicted upon him, 
by the Almighty, for his sins. ' 

6 propitiate the fttvour .^.Heh, soften 

the countenance, 
— Am who giveth presents ^^Heh. a 
man of gift. See xviii. 16. 



7 hate Miti— 4.e. treat him as though 
he were a person for .whom they 
had not the slightest ri^rd. CoM^ 
pare sdv. 20. Note. 

- wofds.^-L e. earnest entreaties. 

8 lovefft himself^.e, acts with a proper 
regard to his own best interests. 

' - prudence — Le. those rules of conduei 
which true prudoice suggests. 

10 Splendid luxury 4f<?.— .i.e. The pos- 
session of this world*s good is not 
to be 'desired for one, whose wicked 
disposition leads him to abuse the 
advantages of his high station. See 
xxvi. 8. 
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11 Understanding maketh a man slow to anger; 

Yea, it is an honour unto him, to pass over an offence. 

12 The indignation of the king is like the roaring of a lion; 
But his favour is like the dew upon the grass. 

13 A foolish son bringeth calamity upon his father, 

And the contentions of a wife are as a continued dropping. 

14 Houses and substance are inherited from fathers; 
But from Jehovah is a prudent wife. 

15 Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep, 

Yea, the indolent person shall suffer hunger. 

16 He, who observeth the commandment, preserveth his life; 
He, who despiseth His ways, shall die. 

17 He, who hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto Jehovah, 
And He will repay him that which he hath given. 

18 Chastise thy son while there is hope. 
So shalt thou not desire his death. 



10 a fHave-^uch an one, being suddenly 
elevated to great power, is but too 
likiely to exercise it witii haughty 
insolence. 

11 Understanding |-c. — Heb. The un- 
derstanding of a man maketh tlow 
his anger, i. e. The man, who is not 
easily provoked, thereby shows a 
sound understanding. 

*- an honour unto him j^c.--^AgreeabIy 
to this, our Saviour teaches us that 
we ought to forgive an offending 
brother '^ not until seven times, but 
until seventy times seven.'* Matth. 
xviii. 22« 

12 like the roaring j^c. — i.e. calculated 
to inspire terror and dismay. 



12 like the dew 4c.-i.e. grateful and 
refteshing. 

13 The eonientioM ^c. — ie. Domestic 
strife is as fatal to the peace and 
welfare of a family, as the want of 
proper protection against the rain is 
injurious to the fabric of a house, 
and destructive of the comfort of 
its inmates. 

14 wi/fr^Compare xviii. 22. and Note 1. 

15 casteih into a deep sleep— L e. makes 
a man utterly unconcerned about the 
duties of life. 

16 the commandment — Le. the command- 
ments of God. See xiii. 13. 

18 while there is hop€^~.Com^aJK7[m. 24. 
and Notes. 
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19 He, who giveth way to anger, must bear the penalty; 
For, if thou deliver him, yet thou must do so again. 

90 Attend unto counsel, and receive instruction. 
That thou mayest be wise in thy latter years. 

21 Many are the devices in the heart of a man ; 
But the counsel of Jehovah standeth ! 

22 That, which maketh a man beloved, is kindness; 
But a poor man is better than a man of deceit. 

23 The reverence of Jehovah tendeth unto life; 
It causeth a man to dwell in plenty. 

He will not be visited by calamity. 

24 A slothful man dippeth his hand in the dish; 
He doth not bring it back even to his mouth ! 



18 thalt thou not detire — ^Heb. thou wUt 
not raite thy tout unto» 

— . not detire — ^i.e. not have Teaion to 
desire. 

— death — which was the punishment 
assigned by the law to an incorrigi- 
bly rebellious son. Consult Deut. 
xxi. 18 &c. 

19 He, who giveth way to anger ^^ 
Heb. (He who is) great of heat. 

~m the penalty — i« e. all the consequences 
of his ungovernable passion. 

81 the counsel ^c— Le. the purpose of 
God only is carried into effect. 
Compare Fs. xxxiii. 10, 11. 

22 That which maketh a man beloved ^c. 
—Heb. The desire of a man is his 
kindness. 

— kindness-^iowaidu others. 

— a man of deceU^-4.. e. one who, having 
the opportunity and means of show- 
ing kindness to others, does not act 



up to his professions of good will. 
See XX. 6. 

23 tendeth unto life — i. e. tends to insure 
to him who feels it a life of con- 
tinued happiness. 

24 dippeth — Heb. hideth. Allusion is 
here made to the oriental manner of 
serving up meats at table, and to the 
way in which the guests helped 
themselves. 

The reader will not fail here to 
call to mind a striking reference to 
this custom, in the circumstances 
under which the betrayer of our 
Lord was pointed out to His faith, 
ful disciples. ^' He that dippeth his 
hand with me in the dish, the same 
shall betray me." Matth. xxvi. 23. 
— He doth not ^ — i. e. Although he 
may feel the cravings of hunger, he 
yet will not take the trouble of 
raising his food to his mouth. See 
xxvi. 15. 
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85 Strike a scoffer, 

And the simple will become prudent; 
Reprove a man of understanding, 
And he will discern knowledge. 

26 He, who plundereth his father — 
Who driveth away his mother, 

Is a son, causing shame and disgrace. 

27 Cease, my son, to attend unto instruction. 

Which woiild make thee err from the words of knowledge. 

28 An ungodly witness scoffeth at judgment; 

And the mouth of the wicked swalloweth down iniquity. 

29 Punishments are prepared for scoffers, 
And stripes tot the back of fools. 

1 Wine is a scoffer, strong drink a brawler. 

And no one, who goeth to excess in it, wiU become wise. 

2 The terror of the king is like the roaring of a lion. 
He, who enrageth him, endangereth his own life. 

3 It is an honour to a man, to cease from strife; 
But every fool is contentious. 

4 A sluggard wiU not plough because of the cold. 
Therefore shall he beg in harvest, and get nothing. 



25 Although the impious man may not . 28 iwaHoweth dcwu^^See xviii. 8. Note. 

himself be ledaimed by even the 

seyerest punishment, yet those, who Chapter XX. 

are not hardened offenders, may 1 goeth to excess — Heb. wandereth 

take warning from his example, and (beyond the limits of propriety and 

amend. Remonstrance alone wiU suf. discretion). 

fice to correct such as are of a better 2 The terror of the kifig—S,e, The 

dii^KMition. terror inspired by the anger of the 

28 Judgment.-^ e. righteous judgment. king. Compare xix. 12. and Note 1. 
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5 Counsel in the heart of a man is like deep waters; 
But a man of understanding draweth it out. 

6 Abundance of men proclaim, each his own kindness; 
But a faithful man, who can find? 

7 The righteous man walketh in integrity; 
Happy will be his children after him ! 

8 The king, sitting upon the throne of judgment. 
With his eyes scattereth all the wicked, like chaff, 



9 Who can say : *^ I have cleansed my heart 
I have purified myself from sin l^ 



€t 



10 Divers weights, and divers measures—. 
Both these are the abomination of Jehovah. 

u Moreover, a child maketh himself known by his doings, 
Whether his actions will be pure, and whether right. 

IS The hearing ear, and the seeing eye-««- 
JehoVah made both of them ! 

13 Love not sleep, lest thou be brought to poverty ; 
Open thine eyes, and thou ^halt be filled with food. 



2 endangereth — Heb. erreth (so as to 
endanger). 

5 draweth it out— i.e. gtadually airives' 
at its import, as water is drawn out 
of a weU with a bucket, until at last 
Ae bottom appears. 

6 a Jhithful man — i. e. a fUend who 
will act up to his professions of good 
will. Seexix. 22. 

^ who can Jtnd 9 — This question a- 
mounts to a declaration that such 
a person is very rarely to be met 
with. 



8 tcattereth„Me c?uiJL^Heb. winnow^ 
eth. Compare Fs. ci. 7> 8. and Notes. 

9 Who can say$ — i.e. with truth. 
This is equivalent to asserting that 
no man is justified in making these 
declarations. 

10 vfi^Cf— -See xi. 1. Note 1. and 
XTi. 11. and Note 2. 

11 hi* actions — in after life. 
18 Compare Ps. xdv. 9. 

13 lAwe not — i. e. Do not indulge im. 

moderately in. 
.« Open thine eyei^,e. After having 
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u "It is bad!'' "It is bad!'' saith the buyer; 
But when he is gone his way, he boasteth. 

15 There is gold, and abundance of pearls; 

But lips of knowledge are the precious casket. 

16 Take his garment, because he is surety for a stranger; 
Yea, take a pledge of him, who is answerable for aliens. 

17 The bread of falsehood is sweet unto a man; 
But afterwards, his mouth is filled with gravel. 

18 Devices are established by counsel; 
Therefore, after good deliberation, make war. 

19 He who goeth about as a talebearer, revealeth secrets; 
Therefore associate not with a babbler. 

20 He, who curseth his father or his mother — 

His lamp shall be extinguished in the dark midnight! 

21 A possession may be gotten hastily at the first; 
But in the end it will not be blessed. 



sufficiently recruited nature by deep, 
enter again with alacrity upon the 
duties of life. 

14 boasteth — of his bargain. 

15 Valuable as may be the treasures laid 
up in the repositories of the affluent, 
yet they are not comparable with 
<^the pearl of great price," the 
knowledge of religious truth, con- 
tained in the lips of the righteous. 

16 In this precept we are exhorted not 
to trust any one, who inconsiderately 
makes himself responsible for a 
stianger; but to obtain from him 
inunediate and adequate security. 

17 The bread of falsehood — i. e. bread 
obtained by dishonest means. 



17 with gravel — i.e. the consequences 
are sure to be pain and vexation. 

19 revealeth secrets^-ihas betrajring the 
confidence of friendship. 

— associate not ^c,^-Jie\}* mix not thy- 
self with him who is open of Rps. 

20 curseth ^c..».i.e. dishonours and 
reviles them. 

— His lamp ^c. — ^L e. He shall have no 
comfort to cheer him in the season 
of adversity, when he most needs 
it ; whereas to the upright <^ there 
springeth up light in darkness.** 
Ps. cxiL 4. 

21 in the end t/-».Heb. its sequeL 

— blessed — if gotten by dishonesty, 
extortion or rapine. 
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22 Say not thou: "I will repay evil!"' 

Place thy hope upon Jehovah, and He will save thee. 

23 Divers weights are the abomination of Jehovah; 
And deceitful scales are not good. 

24 By Jehovah the steps of a man are established; 
As for man, how can he establish his way? 

35 The man is ensnared, who rashly uttereth holy words, 
And, after vows, maketh enquiry. 

26 A wise king scattereth the wicked, like chaff. 
And bringeth the wheel over them. 

27 The spirit of a man is the lamp of Jehovah, 
Which searcheth all the inmost parts. 

28 Loving-kindness and truth preserve the king. 
Yea, his throne is supported by loving-kindness. 

29 As the ornament of young men is their strength. 
So the hoary head is the glory of the aged. 



22 / wiU repay evil — '*' Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath; for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saith the Lord.** Rom. xii. 19. 

-. tave thee — i.e. deliver you from your 
enemies. 

23 not good — Compare Fs. v. 4. Note 1. 
and Fs. cxix. 85. Note 2. 

24 7uw ^c,9 — This question amounts 
to a denial of the power of man to 
direct and accomplish his own de- 
signs. See xvi. 1. Note. 

25 uttereth ^c, — i. e. binds himself 
under a curse. 

— holy wore/*— Heb. holiness. 



26 the wheel — used for separating the 
grain from the straw. Solomon em- 
ploys this expression to intimate that 
the wicked will be severely punished. 

27 That intellectual principle, which 
has been given to us by our Maker, 
enables us to reflect upon and esti- 
mate the character of our own 
thoughts, and also to fathom, in 
many cases, the secret intentions of 
other men. 

— the inmost parts — "R^h. the cluunbers 
of the heUy, 

28 Compare Fs. Lxxxix. 24, 33. and 
Prov. xiv. 22. Note 2. 

29 the hoary to(2— -See xvi. 31. Note. 
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30 The marks of wounds tend to cleanse the wicked man, 
Yea, the stripes which reach the inmost parts. 

I As streams of water. 
So is the heart of the king in the hand of Jehovah ; 
He tumeth it, whithersoever He pleaseth. 

s All the ways of a man are right in his own eyes; 
But Jehovah weigheth the heart. 

3 To do righteousness and equity 

Is more acceptable unto Jehovah, than sacrifice. 

4 The lofty look — the proud hearts- ' 
The splendour of the wicked is sin. 

A The devices of the active tend only to plenteousness ; 
But those of every one, who hasteth, only to want. 

6 The getting of treasures, by a false tongue. 

Is like a dissipated vapour to men, who seek death. 

7 The rapine of the wicked shall snatch them away. 
Because they refuse to do justice. 



30 wounds — inflicted judicially. 

«- cleanse.^.i, e, by adraoniahing him 
not again to commit the crimes for 
which he has been pmiished. 

-. ttripet ^c— Heb. stripes of ihe cham' 
hers of ihe belly. i.e. exceedingly 
severe stripes (tend to cleanse &c.) , 

Chapter XXI. 

1 streams of water — Compare Fs. i. 3. 
Note 1. 

^ in the hand 4fc.-USee xvi. 10. Note. 

2 Compare xvi. 2. and Notes. 

3 Compare xv. 8. and Note. 

4 The splendour ^c, — i. e. Everything 
which constitutes " the pride of life.*' 
1 John ii. 16. 



4 is sin — i.e. is sinfuL 

6 The devices of the acHve^-^e. The 

plans which are delibentely ' con. 

oeived, and executed with zeal and 

alacrity. 

— hasteth — See xix. 2. Note 2. 

6 Riches acquired by dishonest means 
^^ make themselves wings and fly 
away,'* and those, who are engaged 
in thus procuring them, court their 
own destruction. 

— dissipated vapour ^^Le, a vapour 
ready to vanish. See xiiL 11. 

— fnen who seek death -^^ See viii. 36. 
Note 2. 

7 The rapine ^. — Compare Fs. xxxiv. 
21. Fs. cxL. 11. 
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s Perverse in their ways are men, and alien from Grod; 
But the doings of the pure are upright. 

9 Better is it to dwell in a comer of the house-top, 
Than with a quarrelsome wife, even in a large house. 

M The heart of the wicked man desireth evil. 
His neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. 

11 By the punishment of the scoffer, 
The simple man becometh wise; 
By instructing the wise man, 
He receiveth knowledge. 

u The righteous man considereth the house of the wicked; 
He overthroweth the wicked, and bringeth them into evil! 

13 He, who closeth his ears against the cry of the poor — 
He also shall call aloud, but he shall not be answered! 

14 A gift, offered in secret, pacifieth anger. 

Yea, a bribe, put into the lap, pacifieth mighty wrath. 

15 To do justice is joy to the righteous man ; 

But destruction shall befal the workers of iniquity ! 



8 oRemfirom Cod—Heb. aUetu 

9 AoMe-top— The rooft of houses, in 
the East, were flftt, and it was usual 
to ffequent them for retirement, air, 
exerdse, &c. Thus we read that 
'* Bavid walked upon the roof of the 
king's house." 2 Sam. zi. 2. 

10 A«ar<— Heb. Myt 

— findeOi nojkvour — In prosecuting his 
evil purposes, the wicked man dis- 
regards all the ties of fUendshlp and 
kindred. 

11 See xix. 25. and Note. 



IS coruidereth ihehmue j;c.— J.e. deriyes 
lessons of instruction from witnessing 
the punishment, inflicted by the 
Almighty upon the family of the 
wicked man. 

— and hringdh them into evU — Heb. 
into exfil. See Ps. yiL 5. Note 1. 

13 can aloud^^imto Ood for aid in time 
of distress. 

14 put into the lap — L e. secretly, so as 
not to be observed by others. Unless 
the bribe were thus offered, it would 
fail of its intended eflfect. 
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16 The man, who erreth from the way of understanding, 
Shall rest in the assembly of the dead. 

17 He, who loveth feasting, will be a poor man; 
He, who loveth wine and oil, will not be rich. 

18 The wicked man shall be a ransom for the righteous, 
Yea, transgressors shall suffer instead of the upright. 

19 Better is it to dwell in a desert land. 
Than with a quarrelsome and passionate wife. 

90 Desirable treasure and oil are in the dwellings of the wise. 
But the foolish man devoureth them. 

21 He, who foUoweth after righteousness and mercy. 
Shall find life, righteousness and honour. 

22 A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty. 
And bringeth down the strength of its confidence. 

23 He, who guardeth his mouth and his tongue, 
Guardeth himself from distress. 

24 As for the proud and haughty man, his name is scoffer! 
He acteth with excess of presumption ! 



16 Shall rest ^c. — i.e. shall for ever 
continue &c. Compare Ps. xiax. 14. 
Note 2. 

17 feattifig — Heb. joy- L e. festive joy. 
» oil — Comp. Ps. xxiiL 5. and Note 2. 

18 Ckxmpare xL 8. 

19 Compan ver. 9. 

20 are m the dwellinfft~~u e. are there 
laid up in store for use, whenever 
required. 

— devoureth ihem^-i» e. wastes them in 
his own personal gratification. 



21 <^ Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be fiUed." Matth. v. 6. 

22- A wUe man ^(7.—.'' Wisdom is better 
than weapons of war.*' Eoeles. ix. 18. 

— of its confidence'— .{.e. in which its 
inhabitants trust. 

24 This proverb is mtended as a warn- 
ing against those, who live in open 
defiance of the laws of God, and 
thus expose themselves to His just 
vengeance. 
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25 The desire of the sluggard killeth him. 
Because his hands refuse to labour. 

26 All the day long, the covetous man is craving; 
But the liberal man giveth, and withholdeth not, 

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination ; 

How much more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind! 

» A false witness shall perish; 

But the man, who heareth, shall speak for ever. 

29 The wicked man hath assurance in his looks; 
But the upright man considereth his ways. 

30 Wisdom is nothing, and understanding is nothing. 
And counsel is nothing against Jehovah. 

31 The horse is made ready for the day of battle ; 
But unto Jehovah belongeth safety. 



25 The Blothfdl man makes no adequate 
effort to satisfy his desires, and they 
are consequently a continual torment 
to him. Compare ziii. 4. and 12. 

90 wUhholdeih nof^his bounty firom 
those who need it. 

97 td^ a wicked mtfid^-4.e« intending 
not to depart from his wicked courses. 

98 vho heareth^^Le, who testifies to 
tliat which he haa seen and heard. 

^ shatt ipcakfor ever — if e. shall have 
continual opportunities of delivering 
his testimony, without any danger to 
himself, as he cannot be convicted of 
falsehood. 

99 haith atiuroHce in hie looks — Heb. 
itrnfigtheneth his face, i. e. shows 
the greatest confidence and efirontery, 
and is utterly insensible to the ad- 
monitions and reproof of good men. 



99 considereth-^ e, does not, with ob- 
stinate and headlong confidence, fol- 
low the first suggestions of his own 
mind, but carefully and considerately 
regulates his conduct by the divine 
laws. 

30 against Jehovah — l.e. when employ- 
ed in opposition to thie will of God. 

31 The horse^Stc Ps. zxxiiL 17* and 
Note, also Fs. xx. ?• 

Although the Israelites were espe- 
cially enjoined (Deut xviL 16. and 
XX. 1.) not to place reliance in the 
number and strength of their horses, 
yet their history shows (Josh. xl. 
6, 9. 2 Sam. viii. 4. Isai. xxx. 16.) 
diat they were always inclined to do 
so, and that they therefore required 
such admonitions, as Solomon has 
here given. 
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1 A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches; 
To be kindly regarded is better than silver and gold* 

2 The rich and the poor meet together; 
Jehovah is the Maker of them all. 

3 The prudent man seeth evil, and hideth himself; 
But the simple transgress, and are punished. 

4 The reward of humility, and of the reverence of Jehovah, 
Is riches, and honour, and life. 

6 Thorns and snares are in the path of the froward man; 
He, who keepeth watch over himself, is far from them. 

6 Instruct a child with respect to his way. 

And, even when he is old, he will not depart from it« 

• 

7 The rich man will rule over the poor, 

And the borrower will be a servant to the lender. 

8 He, who soweth iniquity, shall reap calamity, 
And the rod of his fury shall be broken. 



Chapter XXII. 

1 To he kindly regarded it hetter — 
Heb. kind regard, i. e. the esteem 
and afl^tion of others. 

2 meee together — as members of the 
same dvil commuiiity. 

- Maker of ihem aU-^- Hence their 
obligation to mutual kindness and 
benevolence. See xiv. 31. Note. 

3 seeih evil — approaching. 

- tramgress^-JBOid. then take no means 
to appease wrath, and thus to avert 
the just vengeance which threatens 
them. 

6 Thorns and snares^^Theac terms are 



used figuratively for punishments 

and calamities. 
£ is far from Mem— Le. by flo doing 

escapes them. ' 

e Instruct a child — Compare xxii. 15.' 

and xxiii. 13^ 14. 
^ his wa^u-i. e. the course of conduct ' 

which his duty requires him to 

pursue. 
7 It ordinarily happens that wealth 

gives authority to its possessors, 

over all those, who are in need. 
S the rod of hisfury^-i. e. his violent 

and oppressive power. 
•. be ftroXren— Heb. he hrought to an 

end ot consumed. 
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q He^ who hath a bountiful eye^ shall be blessed, 
3ecau8Q he giveth of his bread to the poor. 

10 Cast out the scoffer, and contention will depart, 
Yea, strife and reproach will cease. 

11 He, who loveth purity of heart — 

For the grace of his lips, the king will be his friend. 

w The eyes of Jbhovah watch over the man of knowledge ; 
But He overthroweth the words of the transgressor. 



13 The sluggard saith : " There is a lion without ! 
^^ I shall be slain in the streets ! ^ 



M 



14 The mouth of strange women is a deep pit. 

He, with whom Jehovah is angry, shall fall therein. 

|5 Folly is bound to the heart of a child ; 

But the rod of correction will remove it far from him. 



9 a botmHful eye— -Le. a charitable 
dispodtiaD. The eye is frcqaendy 
lefeixed to, by the lacied writers, 
as being the strongest and most 
fidtfaftil index of the mind. 

^ to the poor — from whom he can 
expect no letiun. Thus our Saviour ; 
<^When thou makest a feast, call 
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind; and thou shalt be blessed, 
for they cannot recompense thee; 
for thou shalt be recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just/* Luke 
xiv. 13, 14. 

11 Integrity of heart, shown, as it 
naturally will be, by wise and edify- 
ing discourse, is a powerful recom- 
mendation to the alfection of a pious 
prince. 

12 watch over — so as effectually to pro- 
tect him, and to confirm his sayings. 



18 the man of knowledge — Heb. know, 
ledge, i. e. religious wisdom. Gom- 
paie L 5. Note 1. 

13 joUA.— i.e. thus makes vain excuses 
for his indolence, and his reluctance 
to go forth to his work. 

14 The numth — by which they allure 
the unwary to their destruction. See 
▼ii. 21. 

— ttrange women — Compare ii. 16. and 

Notes. 
^ %i angry *' the sinner shall be taken 

by her.'* Eccles. vU. 26. 

15 FoUy jt;.'^The eril propensities of 
children can be effectually checked, 
only by salutary diastisement. The 
paramount importance of early cor- 
rection and instruction to children 
is frequently insisted upon by Solo- 
mon. JSee xiii. 24. xix. 18. xxii. 6. 
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16 He, who: oppresseth the poor man^ to make himself great, 
And he, who giveth to the rich, will come only to want. 



Solomon here resumes his exhortations to the study of wisdom^ and again points 
out the good which is sure to result from a due attention to its precepts* 
This exhortation is succeeded hf a second colkction of admirable proverbsj 
relating^ Uke those^ which have preceded^ to the conduct of life^ hut not 
generally characterized hy the same sententious brevity. 



17 Incline thine ear, and attend unto the words of the wise, 
Yea, cotisider well mine instruction. 

18 For it will be a pleasant thing, 
If thou keep them within thee — 

If they all be established upon thy lips. 

19 That thy trust may be in Jehovah, 

I have this day given to thee instruction, yea to thee. 
^ Have I not written unto thee excellent things. 

In counsel and in knowledge; 
21 To teach thee truth, 

Even words of faithfulness; 

That thou mayest return faithful words 

To those, who send thee? 



16 givetk to the Hc^^dther as a bribe, 
or hoping to receive some return. 

r- tfm come only to want — since they 
will not enjoy the blessing of the 
Almighty, the motives, by which 
they are actuated, being such, as 
will not receive the divine appro- 
bation. 

17 consider well — Heb. apply thy heart, 
— instruction — Heb. knowledge. 

18 a pleasant thing~~A. e. attended with 
the most delightftil consequences. 

^ tJiem — ^i.e. the words of the wise, 
ver. 17. 



18 established ^c..^. e. be the constant 
subject of your discourte. Thus, 
with respect to the commandments 
of the law, the Israelites were charged, 
to ^^ taik of them, when they sat in 
their house, and when they walked 
by the way, and when they lay 
down, and When they rose up*** 
Deut. vi. 7* 

20 Have I not ^c, ?— i. e. I have indeed 
&e. 

21 return ^c. — i.e.* approve yourself 
trustworthy in the service of those 
who employ you. 
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22 Rob not the poor man, because he is poor; 
Nor crush thou the destitute, at the gate. 

23 For Jehovah will defend their cause, 

And despoil those, who despoil them, of life. 

s4 Form no friendship with a passionate man. 
Nor associate with a man, prone to wrath; 

ss Lest thou learn his ways. 

And take to thyself a snare for thy life. 

26 Be not thou one of those, who strike hands — 
Of those, who are sureties for debts. 

27 When thou hast nothing, with which to repay, 
Wherefore should thy bed be taken from under thee? 

28 Remove not the ancient land-ndark, 
Which thy fathers have fixed. 

29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? 
He shall be the minister of kings; 

He shall not serve obscure persons. 



ti he it poor »^ and therefore hai no 
power to resist your oppreBtion. 

•^ ctmA— i«e. act oppRssively towards. 

«« at Ihe gate-^lt was at the gats of 
the city, as being a place of great 
resort, that justice was usually ad- 
ministered. '^ Hate the evil and love 
the good, and establish judgment in 
the gate." AmoST. 16. "His child, 
sen ace fiur from safety and they are 
cruihed in the gate, neither is there 
any* td d^yer them." Job t. 4. 

93 of ^e^^uc. the oppressor diall 
eventually pay, with his life, the 
penalty of his cruelty and wnmg. 

Sfi take to ihyselfi^lIiAi, take* Le. ac- 
quire such a habit, as by embroiling 
you in quarrels may endanger your 
life. 



25 a snared, e. that which will prove 
a snare* 

26 strike — See vL. 1. and Note 2. 

87 Wherc/bre ehoM ^-e.^^Le. You 
are not surely called upon thus to 
expose yourself to absolute want and 
ruin. 

4- be taken^Jbj the creditor, to whom 
you have imprudently made yourself 
responsible. 

88 land-mark — "Thou shaltnot remove 
thy neighbour''s land^mark^ which 
they of old time have set in thine 
inheritance, which thou shalt inherit, 
in the land that the Lord thy God 
giveih thee, to possess it.*' Deut. 
xix. 14. 

89 le tfte minister o/l-Jieb. stand before, 
— ir^ri««-Jieb. stand before. 
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I When thou art sitting at meat with a ruler. 

Consider well in whose presence thou art; 
8 And put a knife to thy throat, 

If thou art. a man given to appetite. 

3 Long not for his dainties, 
For they are deceitful meat* 

4 Toil not to become rich; 
Cease from thy wisdom. 

5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon things, which are not? 
For riches make to themselves wings, 

And they fly away, as an eagle into the air. 

6 Eat not the bread of him, who hath an evil eye, 
Nor long for his dainties; 

7 For, as he thinketh within himself, such an one he is. , 
He saith unto thee : <^ Eat and drink ;*" 

But his heart is not with thee* 

8 The morsel, which thou hast eaten, thou shalt vomit up; 
And thou wilt have thrown away thy pleasant words. 



Chapter XXIIL 

1 in whose presence Ihou arf— Ueb. 
who is herfbre thee* 

S put a knife to thy throat — Le. Let 
a sense of imminent danger cause 
you to restrain your inclinations. 

3 deceitful meat — Le. If indulged in 
too freely, they may lead you into 
indiscretions, and you may incur the 
displeasure of your ruler, with aU 
the fearful consequences attending it. 

4 Cease ^, — Put an end to those your 
wise sdiemes, by prosecuting which, 
with extreme solicitude, yott calcu- 
late upon getting riches. 

.5 which are noU^e, which have no 
permanent existence, but are such 
perishable treasures as "moth and 
rust do corrupt." Matt. vi. 20. 



6 fiy away ^c— 4>ut of aight^ and are 

irrecoverably lost. 
who haih an evil eye^-^e^ who Is of 
a sordid disposition. See xxiL 9» 
and Note 1. 

7 as he thinketh ^e. -~i.e. His real 
character ia to be determined by what 
is passing in his mind, and not by 
the words which he utters. 

<- isnot with thee — i.e. His invitation 
is not oordiaL 

8 When you liave discovered hia^ in- 
sincerity, you will lose aU relish for 
his deliauaes; and, moreover, con- 
alder the courtesies, whidi you have 
shown to your entertainer, aa utterly 
thrown away. 

- thrown away -m» Heb. destroyed or 
marred. 
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9 Speak not in the ears of a fool. 
For he will despise thy prudent discourse. 

10 Remove not the ancient land-mark, 
Nor invade the fields of the fatherless. 

11 For their Avenger is mighty, 

Hk will defend their cause against thee. 

la Apply thy heart unto instruction. 

And thine ears unto the words of knowledge. 

13 Withhold not correction from a child ; 

If thou beat him with the rod, he shall not die. 

14 Do thou beat him with the rod, 

And thou shalt rescue his life from the grave. 

15 O my son, if thy heart be wise. 
Mine also, yea my heart, shall rejoice; 

16 And my reins shall exult. 
When thy lips speak right things. 

17 Let not thy heart be envious against sinners; 

But rather, live continually in the reverence of Jehovah. 

18 For assuredly there is a reward, 

And thine expectation shall not be cut off. 

19 Do thou attend, O my son, and be wise, 

.And make thy heart to go straight forward in the way. 



9 Gompaie ix. 8. and Note 1. 

10 hnd^mark-See xxii. 28. Note 1. 

— Nor invade^^ e. make no encroadi- 
ment upon. 

11 <fe/%M^— Compaie Ft. LxviiL 5. alao 
Proy. xxii. 23. 

13 he thatt not di€U*i.e. Goneeted be- 
times, he will avoid the ejctieme 
penalty of tnasgiewion. See xix. 
18. and Note. 



16 my reim^e^. my inmost heart. 
See Pa. viL 9. and Note 2. and Ps. 
Lxxiii. 21. and Note. 

18 a ff wanU-Keaerved for Bucfa as live 
in the reverential fear «f Jehovah. 
Compare P8.xix« 11. and Ps. Lviii. 
11. 

— cut <^~^i*e, disappointed. 

19 the way — i. e. the way of understand- 
ing. See ix. 6. 



80 



THE PROVERBS. 



Chapter XXIII, 



20 Be not thou one of those, who drink inuoh wine*--^ 
Of those, who eat to excess of flesh; 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty; 
Yea, slumbering will clothe them with rags. 

22 Attend unto thy father, who begat thee. 

And despise not thy mother, because she is old. 

23 Buy truth, and sell it not; 

Buy wisdom and instruction aad undetstandiog^ 

24 The father of a righteous man shall greatly rejoice, 

Yea he, who begetteth a wise child, shall have joy in him* 

25 Let thy father and thy mother have joy, 
Yea, let her, who bare thee, rejoice. 

26 O my son, give thy heart unto mcj 
And let thine eyes observe my ways. 

27 Truly, a harlot is a deep pitfall. 
Yea, a strange woman is a narrow pit. 

28 She lieth in wait also, like a robber. 
And increaseth transgressors amongst men. 



20 of flesh — Compare xv. 17. Note. 

21 slumbering — i. e. drowsiness and pro- 
tracted sleep, brought on by their 
exceases* 

22 because she is old — as if, on that 
account, she were not competent to 
give good advice, when, .in reality^ 
her greater experience ought to add 
weight to her admonitions. 

S3 JBuy iruth^~^.e. Think no sacrifice 
too great, which is made for the at- 
tainment of true wisdom. Compare 
iv. 7—9. 

^ seU it fifft — Let no allurements tempt 
you to depart from the path, which 
true wisdom points out to you. 



25 Let ihy fiffier ^e. — i. e. Do tkoii so 
wisely conduct thyself that thy father 
may, iU his own person, experience 
this delightful truth. See ver. 24. 

26 my ways.'-mue* that path of true 
wisdom in which I earnestly exhort 
you to Walk. 

27 strange woman — See ii. 16. Note 3. 
... narrow^-£tQm which therefore a per- 
son cannot easily extricate himself. 

28 lieth in wait — See vii. 12. 

— transgressors -^i' e, the number of 
transgressors. By the wiles of aban- 
doned women, the Israelites were 
frequently led' into ihe sin of idol- 
atry. 
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£9 Who crieth: "Woe!'' Who crieth: "Woe is me!'' 
Who hath quarrels? Who uttereth complainings? 
Who hath wounds, without cause? 
Who hath redness of eyes? 

30 They who tarry late over wine— - 
They who go about to seek after wine. 

31 Look not thou upon wine, when it is red — 
When it sparkleth in the cup — 

When it goeth down smoothly. 
38 In the end, it will bite, as doth a serpent, 
Yea, it will wound, like an adder. 

33 Thine eyes will look upon strange women. 
And thy heart will speak perverse things. 

34 And thou shalt be, like one lying down to sleep, 
In the midst of the sea; 

Yea, like one, who lieth down to sleep. 
Upon the top of a mast. 

They have stricken me — I suffered no pain ! 

They have beaten me — I felt nothing! 
"O that I were awake! — I would seek it yet again!" 



35 



C( 



(C 



29 Who hath wounds j;c.9— i.e. Who 
engages in brawls, when wounds 
axe given and teceived in mere wan- 
tonness? 

30 tarry late — i. e. ^'continue until 
night, till wine inflame them.'* Isai. 
V. U. 

-« go atoti^— .Heb. enter, i. e. houses. 
_ iffkie — Heb. infusionm i. e« wine 
poured out fat immediate drinking. 

31 iparkkth^^Hi^ giveffi its eye, ■ 
— smootMy — Heb. ttraightly or evenly, 

''Like the best wine that goeth 

down sweetly,** Song of Sol. vii. 9. 
38 tvoiMtdL-as insidiously and fatally as 

&e. 
33 Thine eyes-^wtwa you are inflamed 

with the effects of your intemperance. 



33 /ooA:— with lustful and adulterous 
desire. 

~ strange women — See iL 16. Note 3. 
— thy heart will speak Si;c. — i.c. out of 

the abundance of thy heart, thy 

mouth will speak &c. 

34 shalt he — surrounded indeed with im- 
minent dangers, and yet abandoning 
yourself, like a reckless mariner, to 
a fatal indiffirence and insensibility. 
For the character of these dangers, 
see vii. 21, 23, 23. 

^ top of a mast — where the danger, 
from falling asleep, would obviously 
be greatest, and vigilance and care 
are most required. 

35 Here the words of the drunkard are 
introduced. He boasts, in the first 
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1 Be not envious against wicked men, 

Nor desire to be with them. 
8 For their heart meditateth destruction^ 

And their lips speak mischief. 

3 By wisdom is a house builded, 

And it is established by understanding. 

4 Yea, by knowledge the chambers are filled. 
With all precious and goodly substance. 

5 A wise man is mighty. 

Yea, a man of knowledge is powerful in strength ; 

6 For, after good deliberation, thou wilt war with success, 
And there is safety in a multitude of counsellors. 

7 Wisdom is too lofty for a fool; 

He openeth not his mouth at the gate. 

8 He, who planneth to do evil — 

Him will men call a mischievous person. 



place, of an entire exemption from 
the pain of collection, arising from 
the total insenBibility into which his 
excesses had thrown him ; and then 
declares his fixed determination again 
to indulge, as soon as he is able, his 
vicious propensities. 

35 O that I were awoAre— Heb. WTien 
thaU I awake $ 

— awake — Le. able to rouse myself 
from the stupifying effects of my 
late indulgence. 

^ it — i.e. wine. 

Chapter XXIV. 

1 with them — as a companion. 

3 buUded — Compare xiv. 1. Note. 

4 goodlif^~lleh. pleasant* 

5 A wise man it mighty — ^^ There was 
a little city, and few men within it ; 



and there came a great king against 
it, and besieged it, and built great 
bulwarks against it: now there was 
found in it a poor wise man, and 
he by his wisdom delivered the dty; 
yet no man remembered that same 
poor man. Then said I, Wisdom 
is better than strength." Eodes. ix. 
14, 15, 16. 

6 with success — Heb. fir thyself, i. e»- 
to your own advantage. 

7 lofty — Le. so high that he cannot 
attain unto it. 

^ at the gate — i.e. in the place of. 
judgment, where wisdom in decision 
is especiaUy required. 

8 Him wUl men catt ^c*-^, e. Sudi an 
one will be regarded by all good men 
with alarm, as likely to bring the 
greatest evils upon society. 
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9- A fooKsh imagination is sinful ; 
But a scoffer is the abomination of men. 

10 Dost thou faint in the day of calamity? 
In calamity put forth thy strength. 

11 Rescue those who are taken to death, 

Yea, those who totter and are ready to be slain. 
Dost thou refrain.^ 
u If thou shouldest say : " Behold, we know not this man ! 
Doth not He, who weigheth the heart, discern thisP 
Yea, He, who keepeth thy life, knoweth it. 
And He will render to a man according to his doings. 

13 As thou, O my son, eatest honey, 
Because it is pleasant; 

And the droppings of the honeycomb, 
Which are sweet to thy palate; 

14 So let the knowledge of wisdom be unto thy soul. 
If thou attain unto it ; 

Then shall there be a reward, 

And thine expectation shall not be cut off. 



9 He who tecretly deviaeth evil things 
is jasUy legaided as a wicked man, 
but he who openly sets at defiance 
the laws of God and man is even 
more guilty, and is deserving of 
yet' greater reprobation. 

« is tinfia^Heh. (is) Hn. 

10 In calamity ^c. — Heb. (Let) ca. 
lamiiy (be) thy strength, 

-^ put forth — In the season of adver- 
sity^ there is the greatest necessity 
for showing strength of mind and 
steady resolution, grounded, as they 
can only be with effect, upon the 
raveienoe and love of Ood. 

11 In this and the following verse, there 
is an obvious reference to the Jewish 
custom of making proclamation be- 



fore a criminal, when led out to 
execution, that any peison, able to 
prove his innooency, should come 
forward and do so. 

11 taken-^with violence and injustice. 
~ totter and are ready ^c— Heb. totter 

to the slaughter* 

12 Behold ^c, — i.e. thus disclaim aU 
knowledge of this person, instead of 
exerting yourself to procure his 
pardon, by bearing testimony to his 
innocency. 

13 As thou jfc— .In the original this 
sentence is expressed, not compara- 
tively, but absolutely. 

14 a rfwar(2— Compare xxiii. 18. and 
Note 1. 

— cut o£.^, e. disappointed. 
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THE PEOVEKBS. Ghaptee XXIV; 



15 O wicked man, plot not against the dwelling of the just, 
Nor despoil his place of rest. 

16 If the just man fall many times, yet will he rise again ; 
But the wicked will be overthrown by calamity. 

17 Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 

Nor let thy heart exult when he stumbleth; 

18 Lest Jehovah see, and it be evil in his sight. 
And He turn His anger from him. 

19 Be not angry with evil men. 

Be not envious against the wicked; 
so For there shall be no reward to the evil man — 
The lamp of the wicked shall be extinguished. 

91 O my son, reverence Jehovah and the king. 

And associate not with those, who are fond of change. 

tt For suddenly shall calamity rise up against them ! 

Yet the ruin which These two may inflict, who considereth ? 



IBfoB — Compaze Pa. xxxiv. 19. and 
Ps. xzxviL 24. 

^ wiB le overthrown — Heb. taiUttum-' 

Me. 
M overthrown ^^md ruined inecover- 

ably. See xiv. 32. 

18 tumm^te. Lest your enemy should 
be again permitted to prosper, and 
effect your deatruction. See xxv. 
21, 22. 

SO reward--SG& xxiii. 18. and Note 1. 

-. &imji-JSee xx. 20. Note 2. 

91 attociate j^ c Heb. nUx not thyself 
wWi the changers. 



21 fbnd of c?iange~-Le. ever ready to 

engage in rebdlioas projects. 

22 calamity rise j;c. — Heb. their ca- 
lamity rise up. 

— rise up — like an armed man to slay 
them. 

^ whkh These two may inJUct — Heb. 
of These two. 

— who considereihf — i.e. who lays 
duly to heart the punishment to 
which he wiU have to submit, if he 
disobey and rebel against God and 
those who, supported by His favour, 
are invested with lawful authority ? 
Compare Ps. xc 11. and Note. 
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These also abb Fbovbebs ov the wise. 

83 It is not good to respect persons in a decision. 
24 They, who say unto the wicked man: 

**Thou art righteous^^ — 

Them the people will curse — 

The nation will detest them! 
29 But men will delight in those, who rebuke him, 

And a good blessing shall come upon them. 

26 Men will kiss the lips of him, 
Who pronounceth a right sentence. 

27 Settle thy work without. 
And prepare it in thy field; 
Afterwards thou mayest build thy house. 

» Be not a witness, without cause, against thy neighbour i 
Nor deceive with thy lips. 

29 Say not thou: "As he hath done unto me, 
" So will I do unto him — 
" I will render to the man, 
** According to his doings.*" 



23 <2ffclii<m— Comp. zviiL 5. and Note 3. 

24 Theif'-^The plural has hoe been 
naed to avoid ambiguity. 

m^ who say^ — in pronouncing judgment. 

25 hUiiing'^^Set x. 6. and Note 1. 

2S Mm* ike /t|7«— i.e. regard with af- 
fection and reverence. 

— Who pronounceth ^, — Heb. vho re- 
tumeth right words, 

27 Due arrangements must be made for 
obtaining the fruits of the soil, and 
thus providing the necessary means, 



before the cost of buildhig a house 
is incurred. 

28 without c««#«^without just ground. 
_ deceive with thy /iff— ie. utter felse 

testimony against him. 

29 Salomon again earnestly dissuades 
men from takmg upon themselves 
to revenge their own wrongs. Com^ 
pare xx. 22. and Note 1. 

— According to hit doings — i. e. I will 
visit him with evil, as great as that 
which he has inflicted upon me. 
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Chapter XXIV. 



30 I passed near the field of the shiggard, 

Yea> near the vineyard of a man, void of understanding; 

31 And behold, all of it was overgrown with thorns. 
The face thereof was covered with nettles. 

And its wall of stones broken down ! 

32 When I contemplated this, I laid it to heart — 
When I saw this, I received instruction. 

33 " A little sleep'' — " a little slumber''— 
" A little folding of the hands to rest" — 

34 So shall poverty come upon thee, as an invader, 
Yea, want, as an armed man! 



30 vineyard — The cultivation of the vine 
appeals to have been, in the earliest 
times, very general in Palestine, and 
the husbandman drew from thence 
his principal means of support. 
Thus a state of prosperity is de- 
scribed by every one dwelling 
''under his vine, and under his. 
fig-tiee" (1 Kings iv. 25). And, 
on the other hand, the miseries of 
famine are represented by thf cir« 



cumstanoe that '' there shaU be no 
grapes on the vine, nor iigs on the 
fig-tiee" (Jer. viii. 13). 

32 / received inttruction—,i»e. After 
viewing this scene of desolation, 
my mind was forcibly impressed 
with the great evils of sloth, and 
I resolved with myself not to give 
way to so baneful a habit. 

33 Compare vi. 10. and Notes. 

34 Compare vi. 11. and Note. 
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These also aee Proverbs of Solomon, which j^eesons, 

APPOINTED BT HeZEKIAH, EiNG OF JuDAH, 

TRANSCRIBED. 

9 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; 
But it is the glory of kings to search a matter out. 

3 As the heavens, because of their height, 
And as the .earth, because of its depth ; 
So is the heart of kings unsearchable ! 

4 Take away the dross from the silver, 

And there will come forth a vessel for the refiner. 

5 Take away the wicked man from the presence of the king. 
And his throne will be established by righteousness. 

9 AfPect not grandeur in the presence of the king, 
Nor station thyself in the place of great men. 

^ Por better is it that one should say unto thee: 
"Come up hither;^ 

Than that he should put thee in a lower place. 
In the presence of the prince, whom thine eyes have seen. 



Chapter XXV. 

2 Veneratian is paid to the OnmiBCieiit 
Ood, when, in the exercise of His 
wisdom, Ae conceals from human 
eyes the springs and sources of His 
purposes and decrees. Honour is 
given to kings, only when they can 
explain and give substantiaL proof 
of the justice of their proceedings. 

3 the heart of king* — Kings, from 
their lofty station, do not fall under 
common observation, nor are their 
designs penetrable by persons of 
ordinary rank. 



4 comefirih — from thefrimace. 

.- a vcitel fir the rejltier --^i. e, the 
workman will obtain metal which 
may be wrought into any form. 

5 righteoumeu — Compare Ps. d. 4. ^kc. 
to the end. 

7 Compare our Lord's parable, Luke 

xiv. 7—11. 
.- that one should May ^c-^^.e. that he, 

who has been deputed to arrange the 

guests at the table, should say &c. 
— whom thine eyet j*c. — L e. to whom 

you have presumed to approach so 

near. 
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Chaftke XXV, 



8 Go not forth hastfly to plead thy cause, 

Lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, 
When thine adversary hath put thee to shame. 

9 Plead thy cause with thine adversary, 
But reveal not the secrets of others; 

10 Lest he, wh6 heareth thee, hold thee up to disgrace, 
And thine infamy turn not away. 

11 As apples of gold in baskets of silver. 

So is a word spoken in its own proper time. 

12 As a jewel of gold, and as an ornament of fine gold. 
So is a discreet reprover to an attentive ear. 

13 As the coldness of snow in the time of harvest. 

So is a faithful messenger to those, who sent him forth; 
For he refresheth the spirits of his masters. 



8 forth — ^to the courts of law, ttsually 

held at the gates of the city. Com- 
pare xxii. 22. Note 3. 

. hoMy — without mature consider- 
ation. 

-. ihxne adversary ^^Heb* thy ftOmo* 
i.e. youx opponent in the suit 

. ffd thee to shame-^ e. defeated you 
before the judge, and thus subjected 
you to severe mortification. 

9 thine adversary — Heb. thy fellow, 

-. *Ac secrets — i.e. matters which have 
no direct or proper bearing upon the 
point at issue. 

- of others Heb. of another, i. e. of 

any third party, whose interests and 
character would thus be affected and 
injured by. proceedings, with which 
he has, in reality, no concern. 

10 turn not away— i. e. attach itself to 
you as long as you live. 

11 A word of admonition, offered at a 



seasonable opportunity, is as accept, 
able to him who receives it, as the 
splendid display of apples of gold 
in silver badcets is agreeable to the 
eye. 

18 So far from disliking the person who 
properly reproves him for his mis- 
conduct, a man of teachable and 
good disposition will esteem such an 
one, as much as if he had presented 
him with any valuable ornament. 
Compare i. 9. See also Ps. cxlL 5. 

13 As~~u e. As acceptable and grateful 
as. 

.. snoza — It was customary, in the ear- 
liest times, to use snow for cooling 
wines &c. during the summer sea- 
son. 

-. refresheth ^c. — by his diligence in 
performing the duty assigned to him, 
and the success, which is consequent 
thereupon. 
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14 As clouds and wind^ without rainy 

So is the man, who maketh prondses, but never giveth. 

» 

14 By slowness to anger is a ruler appeased. 
And a soft tongue breaketh the bones. 

16 Hast thou found honey ? Eat it in moderation ; 
Lest thou be surfeited with it, and vomit it up. 

17 Let thy foot be seldom in the house of thy neighbour, 
Lest he be surfeited with thee, and. hate thee. 

18 A club, and a sword, and a sharp-pointed arrow 

Is the man, who beareth false witness against his neighbour. 

19 Like a broken tooth, and a tottering foot 

Is confidence in a perfidious man, in the day of calamity. 

20 As he, who taketh away a garment upon a cold day^ 
As vinegar upon nitre, 

So is he, who singeth songs to one, whose heart is heavy. 

21 If thine enemy hunger, give him bread to eat. 
And if he thirst, give him water to drink ; 



14 vWumt rain — ^which diiappoint ex. 17 A caution, similar to that of the last 

pectatioii, by not bringing ahowen of vene, is necessary in regard to a 

rain. ^^Cloads they are without water, Mend, lest a feeling of satiety be 

carried about of winds.** Jude 12. engendered in his mind. 

.. who maketh jv»— Heb. who boatteth .-. Let thy Jbot be seldom in — Heb. 

of a g\ft of falsehood. Make precious (scarce) thy fbot 

lA By slowness to auger — i.e. By a fhrni. 

patient endurance of his wrath. 18 fhlse wiiness^-^The man who bears 

^ appeased-^Heb. persuaded (to desist false witness is as pernicious and 

from his violent resentment). destructiye, as the weapons just re- 

-* a soft tongue-^*t» a mild and gentle ferred to. 

answer. so As vinegar j^c— i. e. As he who 

w hreakelh the hones — i.e. causes per- poureth vinegar &c. 

sons of the harshest nature to relent — So — i. e. He performs an action just 

16 it in moderoHon^-mUeh. thy suffi- as unseasonable and unsuited. 

ciency (only, as opposed to an ex- ^ to one whose j^c.^.Heb. to a heaxry 

oesaive iiidulgenoe in it). , heart, 

M 
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THE PROVERBS. CHAPTEtt XXVI, 



28 For thou wilt place coals of fire upon his. head^ 
And Jehovah will reward thee. 

S3 As the north wind gendereth rain, 

So a backbiting tongue maketh an angry countenance. 

84 Better is it to dwell in a comer of the house-top, 
Than with a quarrelsome wife, even in a large house. 

85 As cold water to the thirsty. 

So are good tidings from a distant land. 

86 As a spring trampled in, and as a ruined well. 

So is the righteous man tottering before the wicked. 

87 It is not good to eat much honey. 
Nor to search for glory after glory. 

88 As a city broken through, and without a wall. 
So is the man, who cannot restrain his spirit. 

1 As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest. 
So honour is not becoming to a fool. 



22 For ^c.«.~i.e. If, notwithstanding 
your kindness, he perseveres in his 
enmity, he will hring down upon 
himself the vengeonce of the Al- 
mighty. Compare xxiv. 17, 18* 
also Bom. xii. 20, 21. 

_ place Heb. take (and place). 

23 maketh an angry counienance-^L e, 
excites violent indignation. 

24 See xxL 9. Note. 

26 to the thiritj^ — Heb. to the ihvrtty 

appetite^ 
— So — i.e. So grateful. 
26 trampled in — by catUe, and thus 

rendered muddy and useless. 
•. tottering'^vaiSi unable to maintain 

his just cause. Under such circum- 



stances, he can no longier be beneficial 
to the world, which had before en- 
joyed great advantage from his use- 
fulness and worth. Compare x. 11. 

27 much honey — See ver. 16. 

_ glory 4;^.— i.e. to indulge without 
restraint the feelings of ambition. 

28 broken through — i. e. in the defences 
of which, a breach has been made, 
and remains unrepaired. 

— So — Le. So fontinually exposed to 
danger. 

Chapter XXVI. 

1 At snow~^]s inconvenient and un- 
seasonable. 
.. honour .» Compare ver. 8. 
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• Ag the spanow, by reason of its wandering 

As the swallow, by reason of its flying. 

So a curse, pronounced without cause, settleth not. 

3 A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the ass. 
And a rod for the back of fools. 

4 Answer not .a fool according to his folly > 
Lest thou also become like unto him. 

« Answer a fool according to his folly. 
Lest he become wise in his own sight. 

6 He, who sendeth a message by the hand of a fool,. 
Cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 

7 As the raising of bis legs by a lame man. 
So is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

8 Like the putting into a purse a stone of the heap, 
So is he, who giveth honour to a fool. 



S ieitleth noCHeb. cometh not. i.e. 
does no injury to him, against whom 
it is directed. Compare zxz. 10. 

3 See Ps. xxxii. 9. 

4 In remonstndng with any one upon 
his wicked oouises, be not betnyed 
into the violent language in which 
he Tashly indulges. 

At the same time, lay plainly and 
boldly before him, in such manner 
as the drcumstanoes of the case 
require, the wickedness of his con- 
duct, in order that you may ef- 
fectually lower his presumption. 

6 'Whoever is so inconsiderate as to 
employ a messenger not trustworthy, 
has no ground to expect success from 
his ermnd. As well might he have 
cut off the feet of the person sent ; 
and he will doubtless suffer, by his 
folly, great injury. 



e by the hand of a ybo/— i.e. by a 

fool. 
~ thefeeUSee Ps. xix. 5. Note 2. 

7 As lameness is most apparent when 
a person, suffering under it, attempts 
to move quickly, so are folly and 
wickedness most conspicuous when 
their votaries assume the language of 
the wise. 

8 Like the putting" into a purse ^. — 
i.e. As one, who puts into his 
purse an ordinary and worthless 
pebble, and thus treats it as if it 
were an article of great va^ue, acts 
absurdly, so does he, who &c. See 
ver. 1. an4 xix. 10. and Note 1.' 

«- giveth honour S^^c, — L e. pays to a 
wicked person, who is totally unde- 
serving of them, that respect and 
honour which are due to the wise 
and good. 
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THE FROVUBBS. 



CHAPTEa XXVL 



9 As a thorn taken up bj the hand of sL drunken man. 
So is a proi^erb in the mouth of fools. 

10 A great man terrifieth every one. 

When he hireth fools-— when he hireth transgressors. 

11 As a dog retumeth to that which he hath vomited. 
So a fool repeateth his folly. 

u Hast thou seen a man, who is wise in his own sight? 
A fool only hath hope from him. 

13 The sluggard saith: "There is a lion in the wayT 
** There is a lion in the streets !*" 

14 As a door tumeth upon its hinges, 
So doth the sluggard upon his bed. 

15 A slothful man dippeth his hand in the dish; 

It is troublesome to him to bring it back to his mouth. 

16 The sluggard is more wise in his ovm sight. 
Than a number of men, who counsel discreetly. 



by the liand of a drunken man— is 
suxe to inflict injury on himself, and 
may probably do so on others. 

*- a pr(yoerh'~~See ver. 7. Note. 

10 terrifleth~~Ji6h. cauteth to tremlk as 
in labour, 

-. he hireth ^, — i. «. he employs 
wicked men, as agents, to execute 
his will. 

11 a fool §;c, — i. e. A wicked man, 
though sensible from experience of 
ihe injurious consequences of his 
sins upon himself, indulges his evil 
propensities by again committing 
them. Thus St. Pbter, referring to 
those persons who, having *^ escaped 
the pollutions of the world,'* were 
again ^'entangled therein," observes 
that " It is happened unto them ac- 
cording to the true proverb ; the dog 



♦» 



is tiimed to his own vomit again. 
2 Pet !i. 20, 22. 

12 A fool S[C, — Heb. There. is expecta^ 
tion to a jbol from him. i. e. A fool 
only will place reliance upon him. 

13 saith — See xxii. 13. and Note. 

14 ^»rn<^/( — backward and forward, 
without leaving them. 

Ifi dippeth^'a.Q}a. hideth. See xix. 24. 
and Notes. 

— It is trotiblesome'^. e. It costs a 
greater effort than he can easily 
prevail upon himself to make. 

16 more wise ^c, — i.e. be rests better 
satisfied with his own single deter- 
mination, than with the united wist 
dom of many good counsellors. 

_ anumberoffnen — Heh, seven. Com- 
pare Ps. cxix. 164. Note. 

— counsel-^JIeb, return (an answer). 
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17 As one, who seizeth hold upon the ears of a dog, 
Which is passing by; 

So is he, who beoometh enraged in a quarrel, ' 
Which is not his own. 

18 As one, feigning madness. 

Who hurleth darts, arrows, and weapons of death ; 

19 So is the man, who cheateth his neighbour. 
And saith: "Was I not in sport ?^ 

so Without wood, the fire goeth out; 

So where there is no talebearer, contention ceaseth. 

SI As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire. 
So is a quarrelsome man; 
He maketh contention hotter! 

ss The words of a talebearer are like dainties. 
For they descend into the inmost parts. 

ss As drossy silver, overlaying an earthen vessel; 
So are ardent lips, with an evil heart. 

M An enemy dissembleth with his lips. 

And layeth up deceit within him. 
95 Although his words may be kind. 

Place no trust in him; 

For there are many abominations in his heart. 



17 seizeth hold — thereby puts himself ss Compare xTiii. 8. Notes. 

voluntarily and unnecessarily in 93 an earthen vettel — which is thus 

clanger of being injured. made to appear valuable, while it ii 

^ Which it patting hy — L e. which is reaUy worthless. 

not known to him. Travellers bear ^ ardent — i. e. which make splendid 

uniform testimony to the wildness professions. 

and fierce character of dogs in the 85 hit wordt. may he JUiuf — Heb. he 

East. maketh kind his voice. 

IS weapont of death-^Heb, deatfi. m^ many— Heb. tei>en. See ver. 16. 

20 ialdfearer-^Comptae xi. 13. Note 1. Note 2. 
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s6 His hatred is concealed by deceit-*- 
His wickedness shall be disclosed. 
Before the great assembly! 

27 He, who diggeth a pit-fall, shall faU into it; 
And upon him, who rolleth a stone, it shall return. 

s8 A man of false tongue hateth those, 
Who have been oppressed by him; 
And, with a flattering mouth. 
He causeth their overthrow. 

1 Make no boast of the morrow. 
For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth. 

9 Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth-. 
A stranger, and not thine own lips. 

3 Stone is heavy, and sand is burdensome; 

But the indignation of a fool is heavier than both these. 

4 Wrath is cruel, and anger impetuous; 
But who can stand before jealousy ? 



S9 concealeiw-Scn a time, perhaps^ suc- 
cessfully. 

•^ His wickednett jvr.->d.e. The time 
will, neverthelesB, Mxm airive when 
his leal disposition shall be made pub- 
licly known^ and he wiU meet with 
the punishment, which he deserves. 

27 a pitfatt^^fot the destruction of men. 

-» rolleth a ttone^^ e. makes gieat ex- 
ertion to raise it to a high place, in 
order that it may fall from thence- 
and overwhelm others. 

»- return — and crush him. 

28 A man of false iongne^HA. The 
' false tongue. " - 

.- Jlattering'-'^Jie}), smooth. 



Chaptee XXVII. 

1 Agreeably to this, St. James gives 
this admirable admonition: ^^6o 
to now, ye that say, To-day or 
to-morrow we will go into such a 
dty^ and continue there a year, and 
buy and seU, and get gain : Where- 
as ye know not what shall be on the 
morrow. For what is your life? it' 
is even a vapour, that appeaieth for 
a little time, and then vaoisheth 
away.*^ James iv. 13, 14. 

3 Compare xvil, 12. and Notes. 

4 jeakmsy'','^^ vi» 34. and Note* 
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A Better is open rebuke. 
Than love kept concealed. 

6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend. 

But the kisses of an enemy are treacherous. 

7 He, who is fed to the full, 

Loatheth the droppings of the honeycombs ; 
But to the famished. 
Any bitter thing is sweet. 

8 As a bird, which wandereth from its nest. 

So is the man, who wandereth from bis own place. 

9 Oil and perfumes gladden the heart of a man ; 

But the sweetness of his friend is above scented wood. 

10 Forsake not thy friend, nor the friend of thy father. 
So shalt thou not go into the house of thy brother, 
In the day of thy calamity ; 

Better is a near neighbour than a brother, who is afar off. 



A kefi amceakd — L e. which^ although 
it may exist in the heart, does not 
show itself by honestly leproving a 
fiiend, should occasion require it, for 
any misconduct. 

6 FaUhfia^i. e. safely to be relied 
upon. See Ps. cxlL 6. 

» ofafriend^^e. inflicted by a friend. 

7 He wAo it fid to iheflOUJieh. The 
Mtedoffpetite* 

- droppingi 4'<^.— Compare Ps. xiz. 

10. Note. 
«. the finnifhed'^-^'Hxib* the craving ap^ 

petite. 
«• any Hfb. aU, 

8 Just at a bird, which forsakes its 
nest, tzposes itself to dangers, and 
does not soon settle again^ so the 
man who, tempted by some visionary 
prospect of advantage, abandons his 



occupation and home, is likely to 
destroy his own usefulness, if not, 
by falling into wicked courses, to be 
robbed of his innooency. The espe- 
cial object of this proverb is to point 
out the advantages of industry and 
an uniform attention to the laboun 
of agriculture, and to check the evils 
which are sure to follow from in- 
dulging a restless and unsettled 
disposition. 

9 OUl-.See Ps. xziiL 5.and Note 2. 

^ perfitmeS'-^'EL^f^, incente. L e. fra- 
grant perfume, produced by burning 
odorifenms wood and other substan- 
ces. 

— if o&ooe^—i. e. is more grateful than. 

10 Great friendships subsist, for 'the 
most part, between those who 4weU 
near to each other. Even the strongest 
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11 Be wise, O my son; so shalt thou gladden my heart, 
And I shall return an answer to him, who reproacheth me. 

15 The prudent man seeth evil, and hideth himself; 
The simple transgress, and are punished. 

13 Take his garment, because he is surety for a stranger; 
Yea, take a pledge of him, who is answerable for aliens. 

14 He who, rising early, with a loud voice blesseth another— 
To him it shall be accounted as a curse. 

1ft A continued dropping upon a very rainy day. 
And a quarrelsome wife, are alike. 

16 He, who would restrain her — 

As well could he restrain the wind. 

And conceal the fragrant oil, which is upon his right hand. 



ties of natural affection aie apt to 
be loosened by distance, more parti- 
cularly in a simple state of society, 
wbere the means of intercourse to 
those, who are separated from each 
other, are few, a|id the opportunities 
of showing mutual kindness and of 
afibrding mutual assistance but sel- 
dom present themselves. Hence the 
conclusion at which Solomon here 
arrives. 

10 So shalt thou Sj[C.-^i, e. You shall 
have no occasion to go to your 
brother, for comfort and assistance, 
even when the heaviest distress faUs 
upon you. 

^ than a brother — Compare xvii. 17. 

11 shali return an answer — i. e. shall be 
prepared to answer. 

— to him who reproacheth me — i. e. to 
my enemy, who would without hesi- 
tation upbraid me with the unwor- 
thiness of my child, if his conduct 
in any degree warranted the charge. 

12 Compare xxiL 3.fuid Notes.. 



13 Compare xx. 16. and Note. 

14 Hsinff earlp — L e. thus showing great 
assiduity. 

— blesseth-^ e. proclaims his praises. 

— To him ^c, — i. e. Such an one, for 
his very vehemence and apparent 
earnestness, will be suspected, not 
without reason, of having a sinister 
motive, in thus publishing anotfaer*s 
goodness. 

1ft Compare xix. 13. and Notes. 

16 restrain A^— .Heb. hide her. i. e. keep 
under her violence, so that it mig^t 
not be known to the world. 

^ As weU could he ^c.^.e. Just as 
effectually might he attempt -to 
control the wind, and prevent any 
one from perc^ving the pecfumes 
upon his hand, which by their 
fragrance discover themselves; as 
hope to check the vifdenoe of her 
temper, and keep her within the 
bounds of moderation. 

-. And conceal j-c— .Heb. And the oil 
of his right hand, (which) caUeth out. 
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17 As iron is sharpened by iron, 

So a man inflameth the countenance of his companion. 

18 As he, who protecteth the fig-tree, shall eat its fruit; 

So he, who guardeth his mastar, shall be held in honour. 

19 As in water, face answereth to face, 

So doth the heart of the man to the man. 

so The grave and the regions of the dead cannot be filled; 
So the desires of man are insatiable ! 

91 The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; 
But a man is proved, through the praise bestowed on him. 

tt If thou shoiddest beat a fool in a mortar, 
Amongst bruised wheat, with a pestle; 
His folly will not depart from him. 

23 Know accurately the faces of thy flock, 
And observe thy herds; 

94 For substance will not continue for ever. 
Nor a crown, through succeeding generations* 

95 The grass showeth itself^ yea the tender grass appeareth. 
And the herbage of the mountains is gathered in. 



17 if{^bm^..Heb. tharpeiteth. i. e. by 
angry oolliaioii. 

18 proteciethm^i. t, caxefuUy p te a e mB 

firom ii\juiy. 
— guardeth hit marter^^L e. dBfiends 
his master*! person and reputation. 

19 to the fnan.^^i»t. to the condact of 
the man. See iy. 23. and Note. 

80 the desires ^c, — Heb. the eyes of a 
man cannot hejtikd. 

21 a man is proved ^..-Le. His prind* 
pies are put to the test, by caiefolly 
observing the manner, in which he 
receives the commendations of others. 



S3 know accurately^-^The importance of 
the owner personally examining the 
condition of his flocks is here en- 
forced. 

24 ittditoiiee — Compare xiii. 11. and 
Note. 

— Nor a cronw.^ unless due care be 
employed in maintaining its reve- 
nues. 

25 Solomon here points out the bounty 
of Providence in furnishing ample 
support for the flocks and herds^ 
with little effort on the part of 
man. 



N 
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26 Lambs are for thy clothing, 

And goats are the price of thy £eld; 

27 Yea, there is milk of goats sufficient for thy food— 
For the food of thy household, 

And for the support of thy maidens. 

1 The wicked flee, when there is no pursuer; 
But the righteous have the courage of the lion. 

2 For the transgressions of a country. 
Many are its rulers; 

But by a man of understanding and knowledge^ 
Its stability is prolonged. 

3 A poor man, who is an oppressor of the needy. 
Is a sweeping rain, which leaveth no food. 

4 They, who forsake the law, praise the wicked; 
But they, who keep the law, contend with them. 

5 Wicked men do not understand equity; 

But they, who seek Jehovah, understand all things! 



26 ihepricc^n the east, it was Usual 
to barter with cattle. 

27 the support^l^eh. the life ot livelu 
hood. 

Chaptee XXVIII. 

i Jlee -^under the terrors of an evil 
conscience. 

- ha-ve the courage ^c. — Heb. are bold 
as a lion. 

2 Many ^c — i, e. They follow each 
other in rapid succession, owing to 
political changes which are continu- 
ally taking place. This is lemark. 
ably exemplified in the history of the 
kings of Israel. 
•• a man ^c.-.^. e. by a virtuous xuler, 



whose authority and example are of 
great avail in repressing the wicked, 
ness of his people. 

3 A poor man — i. e. A man who has 
suffered the evils of poverty, but is 
now placed in authority over others. 

— a sweeping rain — i. e. a rain which, 
instead of fertilizing the ground and 
making the crop abundant, causes 
the most entire desolaticm and de- 
struction of the com. 

4 fAe fa»u~of God. 

^ contend — Compare Psw ci. and Ps. 
cxxxiz. 21, 22. 

5 understand equity — i.e. comprehend 
the principles of moral rectitude, and 
^reduce them to practice. 
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6 Better is a poor man, who walketh in integrity^ 

Than one^ who is perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 

7 He, who observeth instruction, 
Is a prudent son; 

But he, who is the companion of gluttons, 
Bringeth shame upon his father. 

8 He, who maketh his substance great by usurious increase, 
Collecteth it for him, who is kind to the poor. 

9 He, who tumeth away his ear from hearing the law — 
Even his prayer is an abomination! 

10 He, who causeth the upright to stray into the path of evil. 
Shall fall himself into his own pitfall ; 

But the righteous shall have a good inheritance. 

11 The rich ma3i is wise in his own sight; 

But the poor man, who hath discernment, searcheth him out. 

IS When the righteous exult, great is the splendour ! 

But when the wicked are exalted, men conceal themselves. 



S aU tilings — idadiig to the good cod- 
duct of life. See Ps. cxix. 98, 99, 
100. 

7 inttructUm^^, e. the teaching of his 
fiither. 

- gluttom-J&ee xxiii. 20, 21. 

8 uturiout increase — ^^If thy brother 

be waxen poor then thou shalt 

relieve him take thou no usury 

of him or increase thou shalt not 

give him thy money upon usury^ nor 
lend him thy victuals for increase.^* 
Levit. XXV. 35, 36, 37. 

t- Collecteth it .^ See xiii. 22. and 
Note. 

.. is ArifMi— more particularly by show- 
ing a readiness to lend to the poor, 



without requiring any benefit. See 
Ps. cxii. 5. 
9 the law — of God. 

10 the righteous — Heb. the perfect, i. e. 
those who uniformly persevere in the 
path of goodness. 

— . ?iave a good inheritance — i. e. enjoy 
the possession of every good thing. 

11 searcheth him out — i.e. forms a true 
estimate of his character. 

12 exuU — i. e. have cause to rejoice 
in consequence of their prosperity. 
Compare xi. 10. 

.-. splendour — i.e. the dignity and, ho- 
nour of the state will be effectually 
maintained. 

— exalted — Sec Ps. xii. 8. 
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13 He, who concealeth his sdns, will not flourish ; 

But he, who confesseth and forsaketh them, shall find mercy. 

14 Happy is the man, who standeth in continual awe ! 

But he, who hardeneth his heart, shall fidl into calamity. 

1ft As a roaring lion, and a hungry bear, 
Is a wicked ruler over a needy people. 

16 A prince, void of understanding and a gi'eat oppressor,. 
Shall be cut ofl"; 

But he, who hateth unjust gain. 
Shall prolong his days. 

17 A man, weighed down by the blood of any person, 
Fleeth into a pitfall, that he may not be taken. 

18 He, who walketh in integrity, shall be safe; 

But he, who is perverse in his ways, shdll fall at once. 



12 men conceal themselves — Heb. a man 
is sought fir (before he can be found). 
i. e. good men find it necessary to 
withdraw themselves from the vio- 
lence of the wicked. See ver.. 28. 

13 Compare Ps. xxxiL 3— S. 

14 standeth in continual awe — ^i.e. ismii- 
formly vigilant and careful of his 
conduct, from a dread of incuning 
the displeasure of his Maker. *•*• Thus 
saith the Lord. ...To this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor, and 
of a contrite spirit, and trefribkih at 
my word.'*'' Isai. lxvI. 1, 2. Again, 

^'Ye, that tremble at his word 

he shall appear to your joy.** Isai. 
Lxvi. 5. 

— hardeneth his heart — i.e. with care- 
less presumption, follows his own 
vain imaginations. 

15 over a needy people — who, with scanty 
means, are yet obliged to submit to 



his oppressive exactions and cruelty. 

16 ShdU he cut Q^-— These words axe not 
in the originaL They are suggested 
by the context. 

— hateth &c, — i. e. refuses to practise 
extortion. 

n by the hlood ^c — i. e. by the guilt of 
having shed the blood of another. 

— . Fleeth S[c, — Pursued by the terrors 
of an evil conscience (ver. 1.), and 
by the avenger of blood, he falls 
into one danger, in the attempt to 
avoid another. To understand the 
full meaning of this proverb, it is 
necessary to observe, that the Jewish 
polity authorized the nearest lela- 
tive of a person murdered, to pursue 
the murderer, and take summary 
vengeance upon him, for the blood 
which he had shed. 

18 fill at once — neyer again to recover 
himself. See xxix. 1. and xxiv. 16. 
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19 He, who tilleth his own land, 
Sliall be satifified with bread; 

But he, who joineth with lawless men, 
Shall have poverty enough. 

20 A faithful man hath abundance of blessings ; 

But he, who hasteth to be rich, will not be held guiltless. 

21 To have respect to persons is not good, 

Nor that a man should transgress for a morsel of bread. 

22 A man of evil eye hasteth after wealth. 

And considereth not that want will come upon him. 

23 He, who rebuketh a man, afterwards findeth more favour. 
Than he, who flattereth with his tongue. 

24 He, who despoileth his father and his mother. 
And saith: Vlt is no transgression!^— 

He is the companion of the wasteful prodigal. 

25 He, who is of a proud spirit, exciteth contention ; 
But he, who trusteth in Jehovah, shall be enriched. 

26 He, who trusteth in his own understanding, is a fool; 
But he, who walketh wisely, shall be rescued. 



19 Compate zii. 11. and Notes. 

20 faithful — ^to his word and honourable 

in all his dealings. 

— hatteth to he rich — ^without paying 
any regard to the means of becom- 
ing so. 

21 retpeci — Compare xTiii. 6. and Notes. 

~- tran»gre»» — L e. depart ftom the roles 
of eqidty, in passing judgment. 

.- a morsel of bread — In this light 
ought any bribe, however costly, 
to be regarded, when its acceptance 



is sure to be followed by the sacrifice 
of the fevour of God. 

22 evil eye See xxii. 9. and Note 1. 

also, xxiii. 6. and Note. 

— hatte^i—See vet, 20. Note 2. 

. want Compare xxii. 16. Note 2. 

i4 He it ^c— i.e. He deserves to be 
classed with the most reckless spend- 
thrifts. 

25 contention — ^by which, in the event, 
he suffers great losses. 

26 is a fool — and will assuredly fall into 
difficulty and danger. 
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87 He, who giveth to the poor, shall not want; 

But he^ who averteth his eyes, shall have many curses. 

s8 When the wicked are exalted, men hide themselves; 
But when they perish, the righteous increase. 

1 A man who, being often rebuked, hardeneth his neck. 
Shall in a moment be destroyed, and without remedy. 

2 When the righteous increase, the people rejoice; 
But when a wicked man ruleth, the people groan. 

3 The man, who loveth wisdom, 
Gladdeneth his father; 

But he, who is the companion of harlots, 
Destroyetb his substance. 

4 A king establisheth a land by equity; 

But he, who receiveth gifts, overthroweth it. 



26 waOceth wisely'~i,e. lives agreeably 
to the dictates of sound wisdom. 

27 ihall not want— Compare xL 24. 

^ averted hit eyes — Heb. hideth his 
eyesi l.e. refuses to z^aid the dis- 
tresses of the needy. 

— curses — and these will, in this case, 
be attended with fearful consequences, 
since, by disregarding the distresses 
of the poor, the hard-hearted and 
unfeeling are sure to incur the dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty. Compare 
xxvi. 2. with xzx. 10. 

28 hide ihemselves — See ver. 12. and 
Note 4. 

^ increase — more especially^ owing to 
the wholesome influence and good 
example of the pious rulers, who 
succeed the wicked. 

Chapter XXIX. 
1 A man being often rebuked.^ 



Heb. A man of rebukes. 

1 hardeneth his neck — L e. still conti- 
nues disobedient and refractory. A 
metaphor taken from an ungovern- 
able animal. 

- Shall ^c— See vL 15. and Notes. 

2 increase^^See xxviii. 28. and Note 2. 

— groan — sunder his oppressions. 

3 But he who 4c — L e. But the son, 
who gives himself up to vice and 
profligacy, "devours," like the pro- 
digal in £he parable, his father's 
"living" (Luke XV. 30). 

4 established a land^-i. e. gives stabi- 
lity to his government. 

- But he who receivetft gifts Heb* 

But a man of gifts, 

— who receiveth g{fts — i. e. who will 
not dispense justice, without exact, 
ing large presents from those per. 
sons, who ad^ss themselves to him 
for it. 
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5 A man, who flattereth his neighbour, 
Spreadeth a net for his footsteps. 

« In the transgression of a wicked man, there is a snare; 
But the righteous man shall sing aloud, and rejoice. 

7 A righteous man careth for the cause of the poor; 
A wicked man discemeth not knowledge. 

8 Scoffers kindle a city into a flame; 
But wise men turn away wrath. 

9 When a wise man argueth with a fool, 

Whether in anger or pleasantly, yet there will be no rest. 

10 Blood-thirsty men hate the man of integrity, 
And they seek the lives of the upright. 

11 A fool uttereth all his mind; 

But a wise man keepeth it back in silence. 

u The ruler, who listeneth to a falsehood-— 
All his ministers are wicked! 



5 hitfooUtept-^ e. the footsteps of his 
neighhour. 

6 a tnare-^in which the wicked man 
will, in the end, be taken ; when he 
will pay the penalty of his crimes. 
See Ps. cxL. 11. 

-i r^^^:— at having escaped from those 
calamities, by which the wicked are 
overwhelmed. 

7 A righteous man — ^when acting as a 
judge. 

-. discemeth not knowledge-^, e. in his 
decision, pays no regard to the prin- 
ciples of equity. 

8 Scoffers ^c, — They, who hold up 
religion and goodness to deriuon, 



urge on public commotions, without 
any regard to consequences. 

8 turn away wrotA.— Le. use their 
utmost endeavours to appease or to 
divert the fury of the populace. 

9 no rest — te. no conviction will be 
produced upon the fool, but he will 
go on disputing. 

11 keepeth it lack in Hfence;— Heb. stiXU 
eth it backwards, L e. does not follow, 
without consideration, the first im- 
pulse of his mind, but takes time to 
deliberate. 

le '^ As the judge of the people is him- 
self, so are his officers ; and what 
manner of man the ruler of the dty 



104 



THE PROVEBBS. ChaPTEE XXIX. 



13 The poor man and the oppressor meet together; 
Jehovah enlighteneth the eyes of them both. 

14 The king, who judgeth faithfully the cause of the poor^ 
His throne shall be established for ever ! 

15 The rod and rebuke give wisdom; 

But a >child, uncontrouled, bringeth sbatne to his mother. 

16 When the wicked increase, (fences increase; 
But the righteous shall witness their fall. 

17 Chastise thy son, and he will be a comfort to thee. 
Yea, he will give delight unto thy soul. 

18 Where there is no vision, the people become disorderly; 
But happy are they, who keep the law! 

19 A slave will not be corrected by words; 
Although he may understand, yet he will not obey. 



is, such aie aU they that dwell theie- 
m.** Ecdus. X. 2. 

13 the opprettor — Heb. tfte man of 
wrongs. L e. the rich man who op- 
presses the poor. See James ii. 6. 

— meet together — See xxii. 2. and 

Note I. 
^ enlighteneth the eyes of them hoth — 

^' He maketh his sun to rise on the 

evil and on the good.*' Matth. y. 45. 

Compare xxii. 2. Note 2. 

14 His throne j;c. — L e. By governing 
his people according to the rules of 
sound equity, a king takes the surest 
method of strengthening and per- 
petuating his dominion. 

15 The rodSee xxiL 15. Note. 

^ uncontrouled -^"Heh, let loose (ftom 
every restraint). 

16 wicked increase — yet the success and 
elevation of the wicked will continue 



•but for a short time, and therefore 
men ought not, on this acooont, 
to follow that which is eriL Com- 
pare xxviii. 28. and Note 2. 

16 witness^^'Hth. Iodic upon (with satis- 
faction). 

17 con^fbrt — Heb. rest or repose. 

18 Where there is ^. — i. e. "Where 
there are no authorized religious 
instructors, the whole frame of so- 
ciety is disorganized. Particular 
reference is here made to the good 
effects produced, by the teaching 
of prophets and holy men, raised 
up, from time to time, amongst the 
Jews, upon the corrupted morals of 
their oountiymen. 

^ they — i. e. the people. 
— the law-^o£ God. 

19 by words — i. e. by words alone. 
mm obey-^Heh. answer. 
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90 Hast thou beheld a man, who is hasty in his words? 
A fool only hath hope from him. 

M He, who treateth delicately his slave fitwn his youth. 
Will find him, in the end, behaving as his oflPspiing. 

S2 A passionate man exciteth contention, 

Yea he, who is prone to wrath, committeth many offences. 

23 The pride of a man will bring him down ; 

But he, who is of a lowly spirit, will lay hold on glory. 

24 He, who shareth with a thief, hateth himself; 

He heareth the curse, and yet he will not make discovery ! 

25 The fear of man will prove a snare ; 

But he, who trusteth in Jehovah, shaQ be defended. 



a> A fid ^c — Compare xxvi. 12. and 
Note. 

21 dehcatd^.^ t. with greater tender- 
neta tban is suited to his lowly con- 
dition. 

- Wm JInd him l-c— Heb. And he 
(the slave) wtiZ be in the place of off. 
spring afterwards. L e. he will pre- 
sume upon the excessive kindness of 
his master, and conduct himself in a 
manner, utterly unsuited to his own 
station in life. 

83 nia lay hold oru-^ e. attain unto. 

~ ^)b>fy»Compare xv. 33. and Note 2. 

24 hateth hinueff — i. e. acts as though 
he hated himself. See viii. 36. and 
Note 2. 

•» the ctir«£u-i. e. the curse imprecated 
upon him, if he should not speak the 
truth. 

— - make ditcoverp~-jn.ihet than betray 
his own participation in the theft, 
he ventures to incur the guilt of 
perjury. « And if a soul sin, and 



hear the voice of ivearing, and is 
a witness, wliether he hath seen or 
known of it; if he do not utter 
it, then he shall bear his iniquity.'* 
Levit V. 1. 
26 Theftar of man 4^.— Solomon here 
declares how dangerous a principle 
of action, the dread of the world's 
censure is. In illustration of this, 
we need only refer to the conduct 
of the diief rulers of the Jews, as 
described by the Evangelist. ^'Many 
believed on him, but because of the 
Pharisees, they did not confess him, 
lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue ; for they loved the praise 
of men, more than the praise of 
God." John xii. 42, 43. 

— wiU prove — Heb. wiUgtve. 

- trutteth — C!ompare Ps. cxviiL 6. 
'^ Be not afhud of them that kill the 
body, and after that have no more 
that they can do. But I will fore. 
warn you, whom you shall fear; 
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THE PROVERBS. ChapTEE XXIX. 



s6 Many are they, who seek the face of a ruler, 
But the sentence of a man is firom Jehovah. 

27 As the iniqiiitous man is the abomination of the righteous; 
So the upright in his way is the abomination of 'the wicked. 



Fear Him, which, after he hath 
killed, hath power to cast into hell, 
yea I say unto you. Fear Him." 
Luke xii. 4, 5. 

26 te^c-'.^s suppliants, desirous of in- 
teresting him in their favour. 

— the sentence of a maff*-i. e. the de- 
cision of any man. Compare xvi, 33. 



and Notes, also xxi. I. and Notes. 
27 ^^What fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with unrighteousness, and what 
communion hath light with dark- 
ness ?" 2 Cor. vi. 14. " What fel- 
lowship hath the wolf with the 
lamb? So the sinpear with the 
godly." Ecclus. xiii. 17' 
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The words of Agub, son of Jakeh, 

EVEN THE DECLABATION^ 

THE SOLEMN DECLARATION OF THAT MAN UNTO ItHIBL^ 

EVEN UNTO ItHIEL AND UcAL. 

s Truly, I am more ignorant than any one, 
There is not in me the understanding of a man. 

3 I have not learned wisdom. 

Nor do I comprehend the knowledge of the most Holy. 

4 Who hath gone up into heaven, and come down ? 
Who hath inclosed the wind in his hands? 
Who*hath bound up the waters in a garment? 
Who hath established all the ends of the earth ? 
What is his name? 

And what, the name of his son ? 
Tell me, if thou knowest ! 



Chaptee XXX. 

2 In this and the four following venet 
are contained the answer of Agur to 
his pupils, who, it would seem, had 
ascribed to their favourite teacher an 
extraordinary degree of capacity and 
knowledge, in respect of the general 
course of the divine government and 
the proper conduct of human life. 
Agur disclaims any particular ac- 
quaintance with these great truths, 
and refers all the superiority, which 
he might appear to possess in sub- 
jects of this lofty nature, to those 
revelations, which the Almighty had 
been pleased to make, from time to 
time, both of Himself and of the 
ways of His Providence. It is ob- 
servable that the whole of the thhr- 
tieth chapter consists of a series of 
answers, given by this preceptor to 



the enquiries of his pupils, and that 
the answer in any case will readily 
suggest the kind of question, which 
produced it. 

4 In this verse, Agur asks whether 
any man had been admitted into 
the counsels of the Almighty, par- 
ticularly as regards the work of 
creation. Agreeably to this, the 
Apostle enquires : *•*• Who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, or 
who hath been His counsellor?** 
Rom. xi. 34. And Elihu asks : 
'^ Who hath enjoined Him His 
way?" Job xxxvi. 23. C!ompare 
also Job xxxviii. 

- inclosed ihe wind in his hands—r 
Heb. gathered Ihe wind in his 
closed funds. 

- Tell me ^c. — Heb. Since Hum 
knotoest! This is spoken by Agur 
ironically, under a full conviction 
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5 Every word of God is pure; 

He is a shield unto those, who take refuge with Him. 

6 Add not unto His wordfi^ 

Lest He rebuke thee, and thou be found a liar. 

7 Two things have I asked of Thee; 
Withhold them not from me, while I live. 

8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying words; 
Give me neither poverty nor riches, 

Feed me with food, convenient for me; 

9 Lest I be filled to the full, and deny Thee, 
And say: "Who is Jehovah I"*' 

Or lest I come to poverty, and steal. 

And swear falsely by the Name of my God. 

10 Talk not against a servant unto his master, 
Lest he curse thee, and thou suffer for thy guilt. 

11 There is a class, who curse their fathers. 
And bless not their mothers ! 

12 There is a class, who are pure in their own eyes; 
But they are not washed from their Pithiness ! 



that it was impossible for any man 
to give him an answer in the affir- 
mative. 

6 ^'Ye shall not add unto the word, 
which I command you, neither shall 
you diminish ought from it, that ye 
may keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God, which I command 
you." Deut. iv. 2. 

7 while I live — Heb. iefore I die. ., 

8 convenient — ^i.e. sufficient for my sus- 
tenance and comfort, but not such as 
pampers my appetite. 

9 Jilled to the full — ^*^ Beware that thou 

forget not the Lord thy God in not 
keeping his commandments lest 



when thou hast eaten and art full... 
then thine heart be lifted up and 
thou forget die Lord thy God....i.... 
and thou say in thine heart: My 
power and the might of my hand 
hath gotten me this wealth.*' Deut. 
viii. 11, 12, 14, 17. 

9 swear falsely hy — Heb. handle. L e. 
profane. Compare xxix. 24. tod 
Note 3. 

10 TaUc not against — i. e. Do not 
wantonly aggravate his offences. 

-, suffer — ^die penalty which he impre- 
cates upon you, his curse being, in 
this case, not " without cause." See 
xxvi. 2. 
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*i3 There is a class^-^how lofty are. their eyes I 
Yea, their eyelids are lifted up I 

14 There is a class, whose teeth are swords, 
And whose fangs are knives; 

To devour the poor, that they be no longer on the earth, 
And the needy, that they be no longer, amongst men. 

15 The horseleach hath two daughters. 
Who cry : « Give, Give !'' 



These three things cannot be satisfied; 
There are four, which do not say : ^^ It is enough ! 
16 The grave, and the barren womb; 

The earth, wl^idi is not saturated with water; 
And fire, which doth not say : ^^ It is enough !^^ 
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17 The eye, which holdeth a father in derision. 
And disdaineth to obey a mother.*^ 
The ravens of the brooks shall dig it out^ 
And the eagles shall devour it ! 



14 thai ihey Ite no longer on-^Ifeb. 
from (oflr). See Ps. vii. 6, Note 1. 

— that they he no longer amongtt^^ 
Heh^Jrom amongtt, 

15 This proverb, like the following, is 
intended to point out the insatiable 
and unbounded desires in which man 
indulges. The images, employed for 
this purpose, are anuxngst the most 
atziking, which nature can fiiin|sh. 

Ut which U not Maturated -^ue^ which, 
although it maj be xefiesbed with 
copious showers, soon requires a 
fortiier supply of moisture. 

17 By tha Mosaic law, an obstiiiately 
diBob^ept son Fas to be punished 
by death. " The men of his city" 
w^e to '< stone htm with stones, that 
he die" (Deut. »xi. i8— 21). It was 



a gieat aggravation o£ the punish- 
ment, if th9 body were afterwards 
leift unburied, a prey to ravenous 
beasts and birds. Compare Ps. LxiiL 
10. The sacred writer here refers 
particularly to the destruction of the 
eye, which had been mainly instru- 
mental in the crime committed. It 
is observed thalj birds of prey, when 
lighting upon the carcase of an ani- 
mal, make their first attack upon the 
eye. 

17 ravens of the 6rooXf»-— Birds, gene- 
rally, were found near the banks 
of streams, as being more wooded 
(Ps. dv. 12. Notes), That the ra- 
vens frequented them appears from 
1 Kings xvii. 3 — 6. 

— the eagle s-^Heb, the sons of the eagles. 



110 



THE PROVERBS. Chaptee XXX: 



18 These three things are too wonderful for me, 
Yea, there are four, which I know not; 

19 The track ' of the eagle ia the air, 
The track of a serpent upon ^ rock. 

The track of a ship in the midst of the sea. 
And the way of a man with a maid. 

20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman; 
She eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 

And saith: *^I have done no iniquity!'' 

21 Under three things is a land disquieted, 
Yea, under four, it cannot bear up — 

22 Under a slave, when he reigneth. 

And a fool, when he is fiHed to the full with bread .^ 

23 Under an odious woman, when she becometh married. 
And a maiden, when she becometh heir to her mistress. 

24 These four are the small things of the earth, 
Yet are they wise — instructed in wisdom! 



10 ihe track of the eagle ^c, — ^'As 
when a bird hath flown through the 
ab, there is no token of her way to 
be found, but the light air, being 
beaten with the strolce of her wings 
and parted with the violent noise and 
motion of them, is passed through 
and therein afterwards no sign where 
she went is to be found." Wisd. 
V. 11. 

— upon a rocA: — which receives no 
mark, from the passing of the ser- 
pent over it. 

«. Mtpu^^Asa ship thatpasseth over 

' the waves of the water, which, when 

it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot 

be found, neither the pathway of 

the keel in the waves." Wisd. v. 10. 

ao Such^Le. Equally difficult to be 
traced and discovered. 

.- eateth ^.~>i. e. She attempts to con- 



ceal her illicit intercourse, as one 
would do, who was desirous of con- 
oealing, by wiping his mouth, that- 
he had eaten any thing. Compare 
ix. 17. and Note I. 

22 a/x>2— See Fs. xiv. 1. Note* 

23 odious for her unamiable and ty- 
rannical disposition. 

- lecomeih married — and is thus ad- 
vanced to dignity and authority. 

84 These four 4«..— i. e. They rank 
amongst the least and most incon- 
siderable of terrestrial creatures^ The 
sacred writer appears to have re- 
ferred to these, in order to show 
that they are gifted, by a merciful. 
Creator, with instmcts, admirably 
Huited to compensate for their natural 
deficiency in strength, and to ensure 
-their preservation. 
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2s The ants are a people, not strong; 

Yet do they prepare in the summer their food. 
26 The jerboas are a people, not mighty ; 

Yet do they make their houses in the rock. 
s7 The locusts have no king; 

Yet do they all go forth in order. 
S8 The lizard taketh hold with its hands^ 

And it is in the palaces of kings ! ^ 

29 These three things are stately in their step. 
Yea, four are stately in their walk— 

30 The lion, mightiest of beasts. 

Which tumeth not back at the appearance of anything ! 

31 The horse, girded about the loins, and the he-goat, 
A king also, whose people are with him. 

39 If thou hast been foolish in lifting thyself up, 

Yea, if thou hast formed wicked devices; 

Place thy hand upon thy mouth. 
33 For as the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, 

And the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood; 

So contracting the nostrils bringeth forth contention. 



25 prepare -^iot their use during the 
winter. Compare ▼!. 8. Note. 

26 rocit-.X>>mpaze Ps. dv. 18. 

27 iH order — Heb. divided. i.e. into 
orderly companies. 

28 idketh hold j;c.— i. e. This small ani- 
mal has the power of supporting 
itself, by its feet, upon the walls 
and ceilings of houses. 

— And it it ^c, — i. e. In pursuit of its 
ordinary prey, flies and spiders, it is 



permitted to enter even the palaces 

of kings, 
dl girded abtmt the /oljw-~>i. e. capari- 
soned for bftttleb 
38 I^d upu^e. elated with pride. 
— Place 4^.— i. e. Check, and give no 

utterance to^ your presumption and 

wickedness^ 
33 contracting the noitrilt ^e.— ...Le. 

Any indication of anger leads to yet 

greater Tu^cnoe. 
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The wobds of King Lemuel, 
a dkclabation 

OF THAT WHICH HIS MOTHEB TAUGHT HIM. 



t " What, O my son — and what, O son of my womb — . 
" Yea what, O son of my vows, shall I say unto thee ?, 

3 **Give not thy strc^ngth unto women, 

<*Nor direct thy course to that, which destroyeth kings. 

4 <^ It is not for kings, O Lemuel — 
" It is not for kings, to drink wine, 
"Nor for rulers to desire strong drink; 

5 " Lest they drink, and forget that which is decreed, 
"And pervert the cause of any of the afflicted. 

« " Give ye strong drink unto him, who is ready to perish, 
^^ And wine unto him, who is grieving in bitterness of soul. 

7 " Let him drink, that he may forget his poverty, 
^^And remember his misery no more. 



Chapter XXXI. 

t ton of my wom&— i.e. a wm, en- 
deared to me, as being xny own 
oflPiipring, and not my child merely 
by adoption. 

^ ton of my vowt — i. e. 8on^ granted to 
my. prayers, and the object of my 
most affectionate care. 

. thaU I tay unto ihee 9 — These words 
are supplied, there is nothing cor- 
responding to them in the original. 
The verse contains the passionate 
exclamations of a mother^ addressed 
to a beloved son, for whose instruc 
tion and futare welfare she is most 
anxious. 

3 Give not thy strength-^, e. Impair 
not the vigour of thy mind and body 
by criminal indulgences. 



3 Nor direct thy courte — Heb. And 
thy wayt. 

-. ^tat which dettroyeth^^ihAt self- 
indulgence, which, when carried to 
excess, has frequently led to the 
overthrow and ruin of the most 
powerful monarchs. See vii. 26. 

4 to drink wine^-^L e. to indulge in 
wine to excess. 

5 it decreed^^ihaX which has been 
ordained by the laws, for theur 
guidance in giving judgment. 

6 Give ye.~iLe^ O ye, who have abun- 
dance of wine, give a suitable portion 
of it to &c. 

-. ready to perith — ^from want 
— unto him who is grieving j^c— Heb. 
to the hitter of soul. 

7 Let him drink-^^ot to excess, but 



Chapter XXXI. THE FBOVERB9. 



ns 



« "Open thy mouth for the dumb — 

" In the cause of the stranger. 
9 "Open thy mouth, judge righteously, 

"And maintain the cause of the poor and needy .^^ 



The character of a good and 'faithful wife delineated. 

10 Who can find a virtuous wife ? 
Her value is far above pearls ! 

11 The heart of her husband U'usteth in her, 
And he is in no want of household substance. 

12 She doeth good unto him, and not evil. 
All the days of her life. 

13 She seeketh wool and flax. 

And she worketh ¥nllingly with her hands. 

14 She is like the ships of a merchant; 
She bringeth in provision from afar. 



only that supply, which your judi- 
cious kindness has bestowed upon 
him. 

7 ybr^^— through the exhilarating ef- 

fects of what he has recdyed fi»m 
you. Compare Fs. civ. 15. 

8 for the dumb^^L e. for the man, who 

is incapable of advocating success- 
fully his just cause. 
-. ofihe ffrofi^r— Jleb. of aU the ton* 

of pottage, 
10 The residue of this chapter is arrang- 
ed, in the Hebrew, alphabetically; 
and on this account it is, that, in the 
translation, the verses have beea se- 
parated one from another. Upon 
the general character of such compo- 



sitions, consult Ps. xxxvii. Note. 

10 who can ^fiJ9 — See xx. 6. and 
Note 2. 

— . a virtuout v{f6— i.e. one, whose con. 
duct is irreproachable, and who is at 
the same time possessed of all those 
domestic virtues which, form the 
subject of the following verses. 

11 trutteth in herm^»e. he leaves, in full 
confidence, all the concerns of his 
family to her care and management. 

^ inno wafi£«-i.e. she shows herself in 
every respect worthy of her husband's 
confidence, and provides every thing 
necessary for the good of their house* 
hold. 

14 jTfovlfiofi— Heb* her food. 
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